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Openin@bgue

The time...about six months after Hawk had losbkisved mate,

Koori. The place... on board the Searcher. Stthabeginning stage

of his punishment. Hawk had proven his abilitiesht® Admiral and
almost everyone on the Searcher. He had becomedafgend to the man
who he fought with on the planet of Throm. HawH| stissing his mate
had gained new friends in some of the crew. Ompamticular, Dr.
Goodfellow.

The good doctor would often visit Hawk in his ligigquarters and show
him some of the archive pictures of the old pldatth and his

ancestors that came from there. They would tallhéars on end. Hawk
never seemed to get tired of the kind and gentle & laugh, the

way he looked directly in to Hawk's eyes when heksp Even his
passion for Hawk's people whom he had never matasienally Hawk
would be ordered to the bridge. Though he didket lieing ordered
around, he complied. Being escorted up by two sgaguards. The
Admiral, being understanding of why Hawk attackiedse humans before,

tried hard to make him feel like part of the crew.

Hawk would enter the bridge and the first smiliagd he would see was
that of Wilma's. Every time he would see Wilma theught of how much
she was like Koori. In his eyes he saw that Wilrad Koori's strength

and compassion. He would turn away quickly if sheegl back to him.



Buck would be standing behind her. He would walkapiawk and extend
his hand. Hawk always happy to see a friend woxtidrel his hand in
return. The Searcher had been given orders by étectc Council to
proceed to a small planet only three light yearayaw seemed that

there was some disagreement going on. The Searaseordered to

monitor and assist if needed.

@ber 1

"Admiral, what is the name of this planet? And wiyuld anyone
attack them?" Buck asked.

"The planets name is Osjewelco, it's located inMllaeadon system.
They're the only agricultural planet in that syst&e should
arrive there within twelve hours," the Admiral regl

"What seems to be the trouble there sir?" Wilmadsk

"All I know is that there has been raids and sofrth® people are
missing. What started it is unknown at this tim&stmov replied.

"Sir, Hawk's ship has been sitting in landing bayo8 since he
came on board. With your permission, would it beigit if he
took it out on patrol with me?" Buck asked glanomgpr at Hawk.

The Admiral turned and gazed at Hawk for a moment.

"On one condition... Hawk, if we think you are tryito make an
escape, we will destroy you and your ship." The Adhhesitated

for a moment. "I'm hoping that you give us a chamacghow you that
not all humans are murders," the Admiral said logkn to Hawk's
eyes.

"l understand Admiral. | will not try to run, yowate my word,"
Hawk replied.

"Very well then. Hawk you will go out on patrol WwiBuck and the
other pilots. Be sure his ship is fueled and readyo," the
Admiral ordered.



"Yes sir," Buck replied with a smile.

The Admiral ordered the security guards to relé$sek in to Buck's
custody. The guards backed away and Buck motiameddwk to follow
him. They made their way down to the landing bayges. As they
entered Hawk seen his ship for the first time simeevas brought

on to the Searcher. He walked up to it and geatiyhis fingers

over every inch of the hull.

"It's been repaired?" Hawk asked.

"Yes, shortly after the agreement was made, theiratiordered the
mechanics to repair your ship, just in case," Bugghied with a
smile.

Hawk turned to Buck and for the first time sincewses brought on
to the Searcher, he smiled.

One of the mechanics walked over to Buck and Hd®@kptain Rogers..
Hawk's ship will be fueled and ready with in theih the mechanic
said glancing over at Hawk.

"Good. We'll be back then," Buck replied as he Hagvk left the
hanger.

Hawk turned to Buck. "Why are you doing this?" Haagked.

"l figured you might want to fly it again. And ti#gmiral told me
you've been asking about your ship for over a month. So |
figured maybe, the Admiral would allow you to ftyaut on patrol
with me," Buck said.

An hour had passed, Buck and Hawk were on theirbaak to the
hanger. Hawk walked quickly over to his ship anchiokd in. Sitting
in it again put a smile on his face that even teelmanics could
see. Buck climbed in to his fighter and starteduto his check.

"Patrol one requesting permission to leave SeaycBeck said.
"Searcher to patrol one, permission granted," tiigb replied.

With in moments Buck's fighter was in the launcbe@nd was on its
way out. Hawk followed then the other patrol figisteHawk was
amazed at the speed his ship was launched oué dduhch tube.

He soon joined Buck and the other pilots. Bucktsthto head off

in front of the Searcher. Hawk followed close bdHguck.



"Hawk, why don't you open it up a little? It's besewhile since
you flew it. She probably needs a good work outj¢tlBsaid glancing
over his left shoulder at Hawk.

Hawk hesitated. "I'm not sure if | should. | domdnt the Admiral
to think I'm trying to run,"” Hawk replied.

"Rogers to Searcher.”
"Searcher here, what is it Buck?" the Admiral asked

"Sir, Hawk's ship has been sitting for a long tilRequesting
permission for Hawk to open it up a little. Jusgt the dust
blown off of her," Buck said.

There was a hesitation. "Permission granted.. Bawh] remember
what | told you earlier. And Buck, stay with himadktimes,"
Asimov replied.

"Yes sir," Buck said with a smile.

"Well, you heard the man. Open it up and get thet off of your
ship," Buck said looking over at Hawk's ship.

Hawk smiled and leaned on the throttle. At firg War Hawk was a
little sluggish. Hawk leaned on the throttle ddittnore and left
Buck behind.

"How is it handling Hawk?" Buck asked as he caughto Hawk's ship.

"At first, it was a little slow, but after | pushéda little
harder it cleared right up," Hawk replied.

They continued their patrol. Finally their patrahsvover and they
were returning to the Searcher. Buck entered fodgwed closely
by Hawk, then the other pilots. They landed thieips with a
smooth landing. Buck was the first to climb ouhdf fighter. He
walked over to Hawk's ship and watched as Hawlkngafor a few
moments longer. He opened the hatch and climbedBugek walked
over to him and smiled.

"Felt good, didn't it?" Buck asked.

Hawk nodded and smiled, then he began walking ardigship gently
running his hand over the hull.

"Hawk, what are you doing?" Buck asked.



"l always make a walk through when | come back figrace. Just to
make sure there are no leaks or damage," Hawledepli

"Come on, we have to report to the bridge for defibg,"” Buck
said smiling. He could see the joy Hawk had inelyiss.

Hawk turned and slowly started to walk behind Blezking the

hanger area. He'd glance back over his shouldeloakéd at his

ship, the ship that he once flew over Throm to gebit from

raiders and intruders. They made their way bactoupe bridge

where the Admiral was waiting for them to reporeTbridge door
opened with a whoosh...Hawk and Buck walked ornéolridge and was
met by the Admiral who motioned for them to entex bridge meeting
room. Buck and Hawk walked in and seated themseiesnt of the
Admiral's desk.

"Well, how did it go?" he asked.
"No problems to report sir,” Buck replied.

Asimov looked over at Hawk. "Hawk, | know you fdiké a prisoner
here on this ship. I've made a call to the Galaetancil, and

they approved my request. You've proven yoursdiigoeliable when
you didn't run. You never caused any trouble oblemas here on the
Searcher. I've requested that you be placed orapombon the
Searcher," Asimov said.

Hawk looked a little confused. "Probation Admirs#hat do you mean
by probation?" Hawk asked.

The Admiral smiled. "It means Hawk that you will lmmger be under
arrest and have to remain in your living quart®au'll be able to
walk around the ship, go on patrols with Buck, cand go as you
please," Asimov replied.

Hawk smiled for a moment. "Does that mean I'll ble &0 return
home soon Admiral?" Hawk asked.

"I'm afraid not Hawk, not for a while anyways. T@alactic Council
has to be shown that what you did before will ndwagspen again,”
Asimov replied.

"Sir, no disrespect to the Council, but how isupgose to happen
again? Those humans slaughtered all of my peoplkhocom. Not one
of them survived, including my beloved mate, Kdadawk replied.



Buck hung his head. Deep down inside Buck knewas mostly his
fault that Koori died. If he hadn't taken her thay from the cave,
she'd most likely be alive today.

"All I'm saying Hawk, is that you have to provett@ council that
it will never happen again...anywhere," Asimov sasche stood up.
"I know that's a lot to think about, I'm leavingup to you,"
Asimov said as he walked towards the door.

Hawk and Buck stood and walked over to the doorstodd in front
of the Admiral.

"I'll think about it," Hawk replied as he walkedtoaf the meeting
room.

Chapter 2

Hawk left the bridge and headed down the corriddmis living
quarters. He turned around and seen that theremneesecurity
guards following him. He watched the facial expi@ss of the crew
members as they passed by. Some smiled and skaidMmge others
walked past without even acknowledging him. "I'ith atprisoner,
guards or no guards,"” he thought to himself. Heqaéhis hand on
the panel outside of his door and entered. He glaxalked over at
gazed out the portal. "All | want is to return harh&now there is
nothing left of my people, but it is still my hordge said to

himself as he hung his head. He walked slowly ihtosleeping area
and sat on the edge of his bed. Hawk laid downrasigéd his head on
his hands, looking up at the ceiling. What seernkedhours to Hawk
was only a matter of minutes before he driftedoffleep. A few
hours later came a buzzing noise, Hawk openedybis &d sat up. He
knew there was someone at the door. He stood alkédvslowly over
to the door and opened it. Buck was standing tiwtfea smile on

his face.

"Hey, it's time to go down to this planet and sémtis going on.
You ready to go?" Buck asked.

Hawk still not fully awake stood there for a momeéiim going?"
Hawk asked.

"Yeah, the Admiral wanted a full crew, so | recomshed you," Buck
replied.

"Who else is going?" Hawk asked.



"It's just going to be you, Wilma and myself... fow. Murphy and
Anderson will join us in town a few hours later.ejhre acting as
back-up to us, just in case,” Buck said.

Hawk nodded and left his quarters, walking alowlg uck to the
hanger. They entered and standing along sidedtgefiwas Wilma.
She greeted them with a smile, as she often did.

"Hawk, your ship is fueled and ready to go," Wilsaad smiling.

"l thought I'd be going with Buck in his?" Hawk a&ska little
confused.

"No, the Admiral requested we take different ships/n to the planet
surface," Wilma replied.

Hawk smiled, walked over to his ship and climbed in

Buck turned to Wilma. "Thanks Wilma. This meanstatb Hawk being
able to fly his own ship," Buck said softly.

"He's a good pilot. | watched how he maneuveredliifs out on
patrol with you earlier. He could be a great asse¢he Searcher,"
Wilma replied.

"l know, if only he could feel more like part ofelcrew instead of
a prisoner," Buck said glancing over at Hawk.

"Give it time Buck, nothing happens over night."IM& glanced over
at Hawk's ship as he ran a check on the shipisimsht panel. "You
ready to go?" she asked turning her attention ba&uck.

Buck nodded and started for his fighter. They diamdously climbed
in and closed the hatch.

"Bridge.. this is Col. Deering.. requesting permisgo launch,"
Wilma requested.

"Permission granted.... Searcher out."

Wilma was the first to be launched out of the ldutdoe, followed
by Buck then Hawk. After exiting the Searcher, tfoged up and
descended down towards the planets surface. Ndingao draw
attention, they landed in a small clearing notfifam a village.
They climbed out of their fighters and assemblefiant of them.



"Remember, we're only here to observe and repW@fitrha turned and
looks at Buck. "No fighting Buck, understood?" Walrasked.

"Who me? | only fight when | have to," Buck replied
Hawk smiled. "Which is about all the time," Hawlplied with a smile.
Buck turned to face Hawk. "Hey," Buck replied jodiyn

"Okay you two, lets check out that small village se=n coming in.
Maybe someone there can tell us what's going ornih&\éaid as she
turned around and started to walk towards thegeélla

Buck and Hawk followed close behind. Just as thesevabout to
emerge out of the forest line on the east sidb@Wtllage. They
heard what appeared to be weapons being firedwietl by women
screaming and children crying. They quickened thage. Wilma was
the first to witness the murderous act that wasg¢gglace in the
village. She saw a woman holding her young chidde) soon a shot
rang out. Wilma watched as the woman and childdethe ground.
Still horrified by what she had just seen, Wilmazie with her hands
covering her mouth. Buck and Hawk turned to Wilma.

"Wilma?" Buck said softly seeing the look of hornr her face.

Hawk was getting more and more enraged. Watchiegetivomen and
children being murdered. He knew he couldn't datang until Wilma
gave the order. Then all of a sudden, Wilma withsayting a word
drew her weapon from its holster, aimed it andtsthfiring. Buck

and Hawk took that as an order, so they too drew theapons and
started firing. They ran in to the village andtspp going in

different directions. The intruders seeing outsdeith weapons
quickly left the village, leaving behind their fadl comrades. Buck,
Wilma and Hawk joined up again in what appearethém as a square.
There a statue of an old human stood.

"Buck, Hawk... follow them, see where they go. ¢joing to check on
these woman and children, then I'll call for thedioal team and

back up,” Wilma ordered with anger in her voiceslas started down
one of the small streets.

Buck and Hawk nodded and took off running in thection the
intruders left in. A little ways outside the villedgduck and Hawk
found one of the intruders laying on the side efplath under some
foliage. Buck pushed the bush a side and seenth@attruder was
dead. Hawk looking at the man could see that heslastwice. Once
in the leg, the other in the head.



"Maybe he couldn't keep up and they didn't want tartalk,” Hawk
said pointing out the wounds.

Buck nodded. "Could be...come on, we have to tfintbout where
they went," Buck said looking towards Hawk. Botbad up and started
to follow the path again.

A short time later they came to a clearing. Theydtfor a moment
looking out over the field. Not seeing any of theruders they
decided to start heading back to the small villEgmeet up with
Wilma. Hawk soon noticed a slight movement in tbeHes to his left.
He drew his weapon, tapped Buck on his shouldempairded towards
the bush. Buck, glanced over at Hawk seeing hirh tig weapon
drawn, drew his own weapon. Hawk slowly and cawdipatarted to
walk over towards the bush with Buck walking besita. Hawk reached
the bush a second before Buck did. He grabbedusie énd pulled it
aside. There laying wounded was a female, holdaigstomach. She
was curled up on her side almost covered with liresiand leaves.
She was holding a small branch in her mouth. Asinpa&in as she was
in, she didn't utter a word. She glanced up andBask and Hawk
standing there. Her eyes grew big, but before shéscream, she
clasped into unconsciousness. Buck crawled in utidebush and
gently took the branch from her mouth and thenfallyeicked up

the woman and handed her to Hawk.

"She's severely injured, we need to get back twitlge to get
her help," Buck said looking at the female.

Hawk stood there for a moment gazing at her. "8bk like one of my
people, but different,” Hawk said with a puzzlegmssion on his
face.

Buck watched as Hawk gazed at this female. "Hawkreally need to
go. She's hurt pretty bad,” Buck said as he stac¢dke her from
Hawk's hands. Hawk turned away so Buck couldni tade. All Hawk
could see in his mind was Koori, her injuries ared tleath. Buck
watched as Hawk's puzzled expression turned frarfusmn to concern.
Buck tried to take the woman again, but again Hawked away.

"Il wait here with her while you go get the figiit She shouldn't
be moved around that much,"” Hawk said placing leetlg on the
ground shielding her eyes from the sunlight.

Buck stood and started to back away. "I'll be balsoon as | can,"”
Buck said as he turned and started running in itleetébn they
came from. Buck ran as fast as he could to gdtewitlage where



Wilma was.

Hawk gently moved her around a little so the suim'tishine
directly in her eyes. He started to look over hgrries, but for
some reason his eyes kept going back to her eyefmen.

"Who are you? Where did you come from? You're ameng people, but
in a way you're not." Hawk hesitated for a moméviau must have
been biting on that branch for a sometime to keem fcrying out

from the pain,” Hawk said softly still looking a¢hface.

Her head feathers were as black as night, theyt aidap around her
neck as Hawk's peoples did. They laid flat downlthek of her neck.
Her eyes, instead of a soft white eye feathers Wwere as black as
her head feathers. Her clothing was the same. $he the traditional
cream white with beads embedded on it. Her skinaMaght brown,
compared to the cream white of his people. Hawkhsae looking
over this strange bird-woman.

Buck finally made his way back to the village. Wallwas directing
the medical teams to the most severe patientsn&ieed Buck
running towards her.

"Where's Hawk?" she asked looking past Buck.

Buck stopped and was trying to catch his breathe found an
injured woman, up the path a ways... She needscalddlp right
away. Hawk is with her," Buck said taking a deegalin.

"Buck, we have a lot of injured people here aldme'lBhave to wait
until we can get to her,"” Wilma replied.

"Wilma..she looks all most like Hawk. Except she béack feathers,"
Buck explained.

"Like Hawk?" Wilma asked.

Buck nodded as he grabbed Wilma by her arm antestéo pull her
towards the path.

"How bad is she?" Wilma asked as she pulled herback.
"Bad Wilma... really bad," Buck replied.
Wilma could see in Buck's eyes that this womarlyealeded help at

that moment. She called over one of the medicsrdadned him that
there was an injured woman outside of the villagge that Buck would



take him. Buck nodded in agreement.

"Wilma, it would be faster if we took one of theusites. She
shouldn't be carried this far," Buck said.

Wilma nodded in agreement. "Take one of the shajtHat hurry back.
We need all the help we have here," Wilma replied.

Chape

Close by an elderly woman sat being tended to leyajtthe medical
crew, she slowly stood and hobbled over to Buck\&ficha.

"l heard you say you found a woman on the outsidewn? Is she
alive?" the elderly woman asked with concern invace.

"Yes, she's alive but badly injured,” Buck replied.

"Please, you must care for her, she is the lakeokind," the old
woman said before the medic gently pulled her hadkm.

Buck walked back over to the old woman. "What da ywean she is the
last of her kind?" Buck asked.

"Her people lived here in peace. They never camendo the city or
villages until they needed supplies. They nevemearanyone and
no-one ever wanted to harm them." The old womandted with tears
in her eyes. "Her mate and people were killed dendack. We found
her just shortly after that. She's lived here wihsince,"” the

woman replied.

Buck gently placed his hand on her shoulder. "Danoftry, we'll take
good care of her," Buck said trying to reassureoldievoman.

The old woman smiled and seated herself againeasédic worked on
caring for her wounds.

"What is her name?" Buck asked.

The woman glanced up at Buck. "Her name is Lela"replied.

Buck nodded, turned and walked away. He informednkdic that was
going with him, the general direction they had & ghey entered

the shuttle and before long was air born and hgadithe direction
which Buck told him.



Hawk sat with his weapon drawn. He had picked epfeimale and
placed her a little further under the trees, teldher from the
bright sun. He sat watching the field with his hgeahtly on her

arm. He soon felt her arm move slightly. He turhedattention back
to her. She slowly started to move her body, bonssiopped from
the pain. She started to open her eyes, accompaitled soft moan.
She rolled her head a little to gaze at this creattho she'd

never seen before. Her eyes grew big again. HawkK'safear in her
eyes.

"It's all right, I'm not going to do you any harntjawk said softly.
"Who are you?" she asked softly.

"I am Hawk. My friend and | found you under thoseshes, do you
remember?" Hawk asked softly.

"Your friend is human?" She asked with fear stilher eyes.

"Yes, his name is Buck Rogers. We're from the meseaessel
Searcher. We were ordered to come here and assstK said turning
his gaze back out to the field as if still keepmatch. He turned

his gaze back to the woman. "What is your name®k-asked.

She tried to sit up but Hawk gently placed his handher shoulder.
"No, you must lie still. You've been badly injurétle said.

She gently laid herself back down. Hawk turnedalktiention back out
to the field. She laid there watching him, asufdsing him.

"My name is Le..." Was all she said before falloxgce again into
unconsciousness.

Hawk started to gently shake her. "l can't waitBoick to get back.

| must get you help right away,"” Hawk said. He stoap and gently
picked the woman up and started to walk out frocheurthe trees when
he heard the shuttle. He walked out into the #eld watched the
shuttle come over the tree tops.

"There he is!" Buck said loudly pointing down towarHawk.

The pilot nodded an acknowledgment and startethtitbing process
not far from Hawk. After the shuttle was on theurd, the door
opened, Buck and the medic exited. Hawk still wajikiowards the
shuttle, stopped and placed the woman gently baakan the ground.
The medic arrived and started taking her vitals examining her



wounds.

"We need to get her better medical help than Igrem her. Has she
been conscious at all?" he asked glancing up tokiHaw

"She came to for a few moments. Then she tried tgps| explained
to her that she had to remain lying down. A montetelr, she went
unconscious," Hawk replied.

"That's not good," the medic replied as he stoatistarted running
back to the shuttle. A moment later he emerged/icara stretcher.
Hawk and Buck gently picked the woman up and pldeedon it.
Together they lifted the stretcher and carrieddaek to the

shuttle with the medic beside them. They enteredstiuttle and
strapped her down.

"Get us back to the village as fast as you cam'ntledic yelled out
as he stayed by the woman's side.

The shuttle lifted off and headed back in the diogcof the

village. Wilma was assisting the medics in thelr gf caring for

the wounded in the village. When she heard thetlshghe stopped

and watched as it came over the tree tops anddandbe small

field close to the village. She made her way owet.tThe door

opened and Buck and Hawk emerged, walking oveetarnha fast pace.

"What's going on?" she asked with concern as stieeabthe look on
Buck and Hawk's face as they approached.

"The woman needs emergency care right away Wilhecan't wait,"
Buck said glancing over towards Hawk who was stamby his side.

"How bad?" Wilma asked.

"Life threatening," Buck replied.

Wilma walked quickly into the shuttle followed cédg by Buck and
Hawk. She gazed at the woman who was still unconsciShe turned
and faced the medic who was tending to the woman.

"Is it serious?" she asked.

"Yes. She needs better care than what | can giveMe need to
transport her up to the Searcher right away," tadioreplied.

Wilma nodded, she turned and walked up towardértime of the
shuttle and called up to the Searcher.



"Col. Deering to Searcher.. we have a seriouslyéa woman that
needs emergency care right away. Permission tsgoathher to the
Searcher?" Wilma asked.

A few moments later.. "Searcher to Col. Deeringrnpssion granted.
Will have medical team standing by awaiting youivat.. Searcher
out."

"Acknowledged Searcher.. Deering out."

Wilma turned and glanced back at the medic. "Tadeup to the
Searcher immediately. The medical team will beditanby.” She

turned and placed her hand on the pilots' shouldeansport her
immediately to the Searcher. After you've done,tregturn here,”

Wilma ordered. Wilma turned and looked at Hawk. "@o want to go up
with her?" she asked.

Hawk nodded and sat down across from the womahagud/ilma and
Buck were about to leave the shuttle the old wothahhad asked
about the injured woman stood in the door way.

"Please.. may | go with her?" she asked with teahner eyes.

Hawk hearing the request stood and walked backdador. "Col. it
might be wise to have her come along. The womanfugdgened enough
when she saw Buck and myself. Could you imagine scaved she's
going to be when she wakes and sees all those lsuyadimered around
her?" Hawk said.

Wilma turned her attention back to the old womamnterstand how
much you want to be with her right now. But once gkts on our ship,
the doctor will be busy examining her and tendmdéér wounds."
Wilma lowered her head for a moment then raisegatin and looked
at the old woman. "I think it would be best if yaaited here, at

least until the doctor had time to care for herjlnW said.

The woman stood there with tears pouring down &eg.fWilma started
to walk away when Hawk quickly walked up behind.her

"Wilma please, let the old woman go with her," Hapladed.
Wilma turned to Hawk. "I'm sorry Hawk. But it woulee best if she
stayed here. At least for the time being,” Wilmgliesl as she
walked off.

Hawk hung his head and slowly turned towards tdea@man. "I'm



sorry," Hawk said as he walked back to the shattk climbed in.
Buck not agreeing with Wilma's decision walked oteethe pilot and
made a call to the Searcher.

"Buck Rogers to Searcher."

"Go ahead Buck. What's the hold up on the injuredhan?" Admiral
Asimov asked.

"Admiral, the woman was very frightened when Hawkl & found her.
There is a old woman here requesting permissia@otoe on board the
Searcher to help calm the injured woman when slakems," Buck
explained.

There was silence for a few moments. "Searchenk Rogers..
permission granted... Searcher out."

"Thank you Admiral... Rogers out.” Buck turned todsaHawk and
smiled. Hawk didn't hesitate, he jumped up andotarthe door but
he didn't have to go far. The old woman was justafeet away from
the shuttle. He stopped in front of the old womad smiled.

"The Admiral granted you permission at come uph® $earcher. But,
there's a chance you will not be allowed in therafireg room while
the doctor tends to her," Hawk said.

The old woman smiled and slowly turned around asatled for the
shuttle. Wilma hearing what Hawk told the old womeadked back over
and grabbed Hawk by his arm. "Who gave you peron$8ishe asked in
a stern voice.

"The Admiral approved it Wilma," Buck replied walky up behind them.
"You went over my head?" Wilma asked.

"I'm sorry Wilma, but | think you made a wrong aafl this one. That
young woman is going to be scared to death whemvakes up. That
old woman needs to be there to show her that wé& o@an her any
harm. Besides, if what that woman says is true. #atl severely
injured woman is the last of her kind. We have @oegterything in

our power to make sure she survives, right?" Biskled.

Wilma nodded in agreement. She turned to Hawk. $bmy Hawk. I'm
just so mad right now at what happened here. Bverson in this
village is either a female or child. There's no¢ omale here,"

Wilma replied looking around.



Hawk placed his hand on Wilma's shoulder and smiilgaybe the old
woman could tell us why those humans attacked thdiak said.

Wilma smiled. "Maybe." She glanced over Hawk's dthexuthen back to
Hawk. "You better get going," Wilma said.

Hawk headed for the War Hawk. The door on the &hatbsed and the
pilot started the engines. With in minutes, thetdwvas leaving

the planet surface and heading for the Searchienwted closely by
Hawk.

@her 4

Buck walked slowly over to Wilma. "I hope she'll dkeright,”
he said softly.

"So do | Buck. Did Hawk say where she might haveedrom?" Wilma
asked.

"No. The way he kept staring at her, I'd say hel\®nseen her kind
before. The old woman did say that her people Ived, but were
murdered by humans," Buck replied as he turnednrsatkied away.

"Just like Hawks' people,” Wilma said softly to $e&f as she turned
and followed Buck.

Hawk was about to approach the Searcher, followyethd shuttle.
"Hawk to Searcher."

"Go ahead Hawk.. this is Searcher."

"Searcher, requesting landing bay for shuttle," Kiaaid.

"Shuttle, approach landing bay 1.. medical teastasding by,"
Searcher replied.

"Approach landing bay 1.. acknowledged Searchhg'pilot of the
shuttle replied.

"Searcher to Hawk.. War Hawk approach landing baySzarcher out."

"Landing bay 2, acknowledged.. thank you Searchdéswk replied as
he started to guide his ship towards the landing. st



Inside the Searcher, the shuttle had just landddr@medical team
was walking quickly over to it. The shuttle dooreopd and they
entered. A moment later Hawk landed his ship ansl elienbing out
when the medical team emerged from the shuttle thémysterious
woman on a portable stretcher. The old woman wasgtto stay with
the medical team but was left behind. Finally tlleveoman reached
the door that led into the interior of the Searchére door opened
and she exited the landing bay only to find herslelhe. The

medical team was gone. She stood outside, fragttegihg to find

out which way they had gone, asking anyone she Ehaey shook their
heads and walked off. She leaned against the nalstarted to weep
softly. A moment later Hawk exited the landing biept seeing the
old woman at first, he heard the soft muffled ¢t walked towards
the sound and found her. He slowly walked up toamer gently
removed her hands from her tear stained face. féeeal her eyes and
looked up at him.

"l can't find her," she said weeping.

"I'll take you to her," Hawk replied as he placésldrm gently

around her shoulder. He then placed his other baddr the elbow of
her other arm. They began walking. Before long gteypped at the
door to the sick bay. Her eyes fixed on the doat ld into the

sick bay.

"Will she be all right?" she asked not taking hggseoff the door.

"The doctor is a good man. He'll do whatever iesgk Hawk replied
as he placed his hand on the control entry pame.dbor opened
with a whoosh. Hawk escorted the old woman inside.

Inside the sick bay the nurses were rushing alidffito the side

were three small exam rooms. Just as one nursal\eaye one of the
exam rooms, another would enter. Hawk turned henabn back to
the old woman. He saw in her eyes the desire twithethe young
female, and also her fear of losing her. Hawk walifes old woman to
the corner, close to the exam room. He releasedrhgrand quickly
found a chair and placed it next to her and askis¢e in sitting.

She kept a watchful eye on the exam room door.

"I'm going to talk to the doctor. I'll try to findut how she is and
how bad the injury is. I'll also let him know yoteaout here for
her," Hawk said as he started to turn towards xaeneroom.
"Thank you," she said softly.

Hawk walked over to the exam room door, only talmeost knocked



down by a nurse rushing out. The nurse placedand lon Hawk's

shoulder. "Sorry Hawk," he said as he continued bw¢he medical stand to
retrieve more medical supplies. Grabbing the sapple needed, he

quickly walked past Hawk and back into the exanrmmoblawk finally

got a chance to look inside. Standing around tlaenebed, Dr.

Goodfellow and all the nurses were working frarigcgelling

orders to one another. Dr. Goodfellow glanced ups®een Hawk

standing in the doorway. He turned to the nursedatg next to him

and said something. He turned away from the examreenoved his
surgical gloves and walked quickly over to Hawk.

"How is she?" Hawk asked.

"Not good dear boy. | don't know how she survivadrgury like that.
But, if she'd just hold on a little while longeimisure we can

repair all the damages," Goodfellow replied.

"Doctor, this woman is like a family member to tgating woman,"
Hawk said motioning towards the old woman.

The doctor turned around to see the old womangngnstand. He
quickly walked over to her and assisted her.

"How is she?" the old woman asked looking into Goodfellows eyes.
"I'm not going to lie to you. Right now, we have k&abilized. But,

as severe as her wounds are she could go dowmuikty,"
Goodfellow replied.

The old woman turned to Hawk, then back to Gooulfell'Please! You
have to save her," she cried.

Goodfellow placed his hand on her shoulder. "dlitde best | can,”
he said as he turned and walked quickly back imeoetxam room.

The old woman turned to Hawk. "What is your nans®' asked wiping
the tears from her eyes.

"I am Hawk from Throm. What is the woman’s name ik asked.
"Her name is Lela. She and her people came to @&evirom Falka
many years ago," she replied as she sat back deavtuened her
attention back to the exam room door.

Hawk leaned against the wall next to the old woriéhere is this
planet Falka?" Hawk asked.



"It's in the Omaca System, next to the planet Csunshe replied.

Hawk stood there for a moment. He turned his healda@oked at the
old woman. "Can you tell me what happened dowretheawk asked.

The old woman turned her gaze back onto Hawk téitted several
years ago. You might have noticed that there wermen in our
village. Except for a few young boys and old mehg' old woman said.

Hawk nodded. "I was wondering about that. Why diolse humans attack
you?" Hawk asked.

"They know there's a bird person living among ws,they don't know
where. So about once a week they come in to tlegeiland search
for her. Only this time they attacked us. That wessfirst time

they had ever done that," the old woman explained.

"Why do they want her?" Hawk asked.

"She is the last of her breed. You and her arkearli some ways.

You both worship Make-Make. Some of your peopleehidne ability to
see into ones soul and talk by telepathy. But satime of her people
it's the ability to heal. She's a healer," the worsaid.

"A healer? What do you mean?" Hawk asked.

"She has the ability to heal others," the old wosad turning her
attention back to the exam room door.

"But if she has these powers, why didn't she hesddif?" Hawk
asked.

"She can't do that. She might be able to mend heestly, but as
for healing herself completely, no," the old womaplied.

Hawk watched as the old woman started to form tiedner eyes again.
"Please... they must help her," she said as shedt® cry openly.

Hawk turned and embraced the old woman. "Dr. Gdloedfewill do
everything in his power to help her," Hawk saidtlgof

Just then one of the nurses came running out atam room and
over to the medical tray, grabbing what looked eabvery large
hypodermic. Then running back in to the exam roonty this time
closing the door behind him.

The old woman looked up to Hawk with a scared esgio® on her face.



"What's wrong? What's happening?" she asked wathifeher voice.

"l do not know," Hawk replied releasing the old wemmand walking
towards the exam room.

Just as Hawk got to the door, it opened and outedaDr. Goodfellow.
He stopped and gazed at Hawk then turned his attetat the old
woman. "I'm sorry.." Was all the doctor could sayobbe the old
woman doubled over in her chair, she cupped haltshawer her eyes
and started to cry even harder.

Chapter 5

The doctor walked over to her and placed his hamder shoulder.
"l was going to say, I'm sorry but you won't beeatid see her today,
she's sleeping right now. She'll be fine, aftestaof rest. The
damage was so severe, that we had to insert a éypadneedle into
her lungs to help her breath easier,” Goodfellod. sa

The old woman glanced up at Goodfellow. "You mdaissgoing to
live?" she asked sobbing.

Goodfellow smiled and nodded his head. "She isremm@arkable young
woman. When | was doing the surgery | noticed tiare the wounds
were the deepest, they had all ready started tg' ii&@odfellow

said looking over at Hawk.

All Hawk could do was smile. Goodfellow looked bamker to the old
woman. "I'm going to ask the Admiral for permissfonyou to stay
in one of the cabins across the hall. You'll beselby and I'll

send someone to get you if she starts waking upgd&llow said
watching the old woman's sobbing ease and a staitted to appear.

Goodfellow walked over to the ships intercom. "Siely to bridge,”
Goodfellow said glancing back at the old woman.

"Bridge here doctor. How is the young woman?" Asimasked.
"She's going to make it. Admiral, the woman thaheaip with her is
here with me. I'd like to put her in one of theinalacross the

hall from the sick bay, in case the young womanesakp early,"
Goodfellow asked.

"Permission granted. Doctor, is Hawk there with3bAsimov asked.



Hawk walked over to the intercom. "Yes Admiral, here," Hawk
replied.

"Hawk, | know you want to stay with the woman, bueed you down on
the planet with Buck and Wilma," Asimov said.

"On my way Admiral ... Hawk out,” Hawk replied as $witched off the
intercom. He walked back over to the old woman lam&lt down in
front of her. "The doctor will see you get anythygu might need. |
must go back down to the planet,” Hawk said agdwedsback up and
started to walk towards the door.

"Thank you," the old woman said softly.

Hawk turned his head slightly, smiled and gave iakgoiod of his
head then walked out the door.

"The nurse will show you to your cabin,” Goodfelleaid motioning
with his hand for one of the nurses. The old woslawly stood and
started to walk towards the door. She stoppedint fof the doctor
and smiled. "Hawk was right. You are a good heatgdre said as she
started to leave behind the nurse who was waitynidnd door.

Goodfellow could only smile. After the old womardhaft, he walked
back into the exam room and kept a vigil eye omLElawk made his
way to the hanger bay, climbed into the War Hawd started the
ignition.

"Hawk to Searcher."

"Go ahead Hawk."

"Requesting permission for launch,"” Hawk asked.

"Permission granted... bridge out."

"Thank you Searcher .. Hawk out."

With in moments Hawk's ship was speeding its wayodthe launch
tube and out into space. Down on Osjewelco, Buck\&itma were
overseeing medical treatment to some of the villag& couple of
the security guards were tending to digging grdeeghe ones that
had died.

"Did you or Hawk see where the intruders might hgere?" Wilma
asked as she wrapped the arm of one of the vilager



"No, we only found that one, and he was dead. Ty®found the woman
tucked under a bush in an open field. They coule lgone in any
direction from there. Why do you think they attagkbese people?”
Buck asked.

"I don't know Buck. The way these people look avel II'd say they
don't have any kind of riches. I'd say they mighténbeen looking
for something or someone." Wilma hung her headforoment then
looked up at Buck again. "But why did they kill tmoman and her
child?" she asked.

"l don't know Wilma. But if | know Hawk, he's goirtig want to find
out. Especially since one of them was his kind,tBreplied.

"We can't allow that Buck. You know what will happié Hawk takes
matters into his own hands,"” Wilma said lookingiBuck's eyes.

"l know, especially if she doesn't make it," Buelplied.

A few moments later, Buck and Wilma see the War KHapproaching over
the ridge where they landed their ships.

Hawk landed his ship and shut down the engine<likdbed out and
started to walk towards Buck and Wilma. Lookindle injured women
and children along the way. His mind kept flashuagk to his

village. Seeing his friends and family lying on tireund dead. Hawk
stopped and looked at a young girl who was crywey dier mothers
body. Hawk hung his head and shook it in disbéligfhy? Why these
women and children?" Hawk asked himself softly. Haould feel the
rage building up inside him, he closed his eyessead up his hands

into fists and squeezed them tightly. "They'll farythis!" he said
loudly.

Buck walked over to Hawk. Seeing the anger indmef Buck placed
his hand on Hawk's shoulder. "We'll find who digthBuck said.

Hawk looked at Buck with a gazed look in his eyétw could they do
this to women and children? Why?" Hawk asked gfanover at the
young girl with her dead mother.

"I don't know my friend. Come on, lets see if wa telp anymore of
these people,” Buck said as he started to walk idsv/ilma who was
bandaging another women's leg.

Hawk reluctantly followed looking back over his sitaer watching the
burial detail gently lift the woman's body and daltg carried it
to the burial site, followed by her crying daughter



"Hawk, how is the woman?" Wilma asked.
Hawk turned his attention back to Wilma and Buck.

"The doctor said she'll make it if she gets a lotest. The old
woman that came up with her is staying on boahse she wakes
up," Hawk replied as he turned to watch them plagebody into the
grave. Hawk lowered his head and started prayifmsiancestors
language.

"Hawk.. Hawk? Did the old woman say why they atetkhem?" Wilma
asked.

Hawk raised his head and gave a light nod. "Yesy tiere hunting
for her, for Lela. They want her because she'sadteof her kind,
a healer,"” Hawk replied.

Buck and Wilma glanced at each other for a monmiénhealer?” Wilma
asked.

"In my people, some have the ability to see intesosoul. With her
people, there are healers. She has the abilitgabanyone that
may become ill or injured,” Hawk replied.

"So that's why they attacked and started killingsthwomen and
children? Because of her?" Wilma asked looking adoat all the
damage.

"The old woman said that they come about once es@rgn days trying
to find her. She said that this was the first timey had ever

attacked. The people here will not give her to théhey would

rather die than betray her," Hawk replied.

"If they've been coming that long, why did theyaak them this
time?" Wilma asked.

"l don't know," Hawk replied.

"Buck, Hawk, | want you to take your fighters ambgt the area. See

if you can find where they went. Back track to whgou found Lela

and go from there. If you have to, search the whtalaet. They

couldn't have disappeared into thin air. They nwesbn this planet
somewhere," Wilma said. Buck and Hawk nodded towaath other and
headed for their fighters.

As they were about to climb in a injured young woman up to Hawk.



"Are you going to search for the Kalans?" she asked

Hawk stepped down off of his fighter and approadtedwoman. "Is
that what you call them, the Kalans?" Hawk asked.

"Yes, | wanted to tell you to search in the wesgtiHe coast.
There's a small city there. I've over heard thdking several
times about it," she replied.

Hawk placed his hand on the woman's should. "Tlyank" he said as
he turned and walked quickly over to Buck. "Thatweam told me that
she's over heard the intruders talking about aepdecthe coast to
the west of here. Maybe we should check there'fitsawk said.

"Good idea, if these people are as devoted todslauch as the old
woman said they are. They should want to help.dbil say anything
else?" Buck asked.

"No," Hawk replied.

"Well, let’s go check this place out,” Buck repliasl he closed the
hatch to his fighter.

Hawk made his way back to the War Hawk and climbedlosing the
hatch. With in a few moments Buck and Hawk weralimgawest.

Chapte

A short time later both fighters reached the ca@stprised to find
that they didn't need clearance to land. Buck fiesafighter over

the main part of the city. Hawk, being a little lma@autious flew

the War Hawk over the city at a higher altitudestirey a giant
shadow over the city in the form of a bird of prBgople in the

city gazed up to see what was casting the shadolwi® see the
outline of a giant bird. Buck was first to landarsmall clearing
between the city and the coastline, followed by Kawhey climbed
out of their fighters simultaneously and walked éo#ls one another.

"This isn't going to be easy trying to find thosemwho attacked
that village in this large city. | guess we'll hawekeep our eyes
and ears open," Buck said glancing over at Hawk.

"Keep our ears open?" Hawk asked looking a littiezted.



Buck smiled and placed his hand on Hawk's shoultlés .a figure of
speech where | came from. It means, to listen clydd
everything that's being said around us," Buck egpli

"Why can't you humans just say, listen to everghiring said?"
Hawk asked shaking his head.

Buck smiled and pointed in the direction of thg.citet's see what
we can find out," Buck said as they started to valards the city.

As they entered the outskirts of city, the firahthHawk and Buck
noticed were that the people lived in small run ddwildings with
little or no walls. It looked like half of the homelidn't even have

a roof on the buildings. Their clothes were tord sagged. The
children played on a filth layered road. Almostadlthem looked
malnourished. Buck and Hawk stopped and saw a shilalwalking
towards them pulling his little sister with him. dkhild stopped in
front of them.

"Do you want to buy my sister? She'll be a goodkeorwhen she gets
older. She'll work very hard for you," the boy said

Hawk and Buck turned and faced one another withoalsed expression
on their face. They turned and looked at the b@arag

"Why do you want to sell your sister?" Hawk asksda knelt down.

"Our mother and father said there are too many houa feed. So |
wanted to sell my sister so we can all eat,” thereplied.

"How old are you?" Buck asked.

"I'm eight years old. My sister here is five. Thray older brother
is twelve and my older sister is fifteen," the Wweplied.

"And your parents want you to sell your little sisso they can
eat?" Hawk asked.

The boy shook his head in a negative manner. BndkHawk turned to
one another again and shook their heads.

"Where are your mother and father?" Buck askedit@p&round.

"They're at work, in the fields. They work all dayhey won't be
home until about sunset,"” the boy replied.

"What do they do with the money they get for wogdh Hawk asked.



"They buy as much food as they can. But, it's mough for all of
us," the boy replied hanging his head.

"Do you really want to sell your sister?" Buck agke
"No, | love my little sister," the boy replied.
"Where's your older brother and sister?" Hawk asked

"They're working in the fields also. They go to wat sunrise and
come home about sunset," the boy said.

Buck smiled and patted the boy on his shoulder.d\ghn charge in
the city?" Buck asked.

"We don't really have anyone in charge. We havestiguardians who
keep the peace here. One lives on that mountaircave." The boy
pointed towards a mountain to the south. "Therothers live in
caves up on their mountains to the north and et ,boy said.
"Why do they live up there in caves instead obwih?" Hawk asked.

"Haven't you ever seen our guardians?" the boydaskeking his head
to one side.

"No, we're new here. Why? What do they look likB@tk asked with a
curious look on his face.

"They kind of look like very large birds with a lgnail and long
neck to me," the boy replied.

"Big birds?" Hawk asked.

"Yes, they're tall and have really big wings. Tligyaround our
planet and make sure no one is causing any tréubkepoy replied.

Buck placed his hand on the boy's back. "Take gmier home," Buck
said with an understanding smile.

Hawk stood and glanced over at Buck.

"A giant bird? What kind of creature would lookdikthat?" Hawk
asked with a puzzled look on his face.

"l don't know my friend. Maybe we can find out mamgown," Buck
replied.



As they turned and started to walk towards the aitgiant shadow
fell over them. They looked up and all they cowdé svas an outline
of a creature that looked like a giant bird. Thimosl and watched
it glide effortlessly over head. Then with one mbap of its wings,
it was gone from sight.

"That must have been one of the guardians the lasytalking about.
In a way it looked like something from my old EarBut, that can't
be possible. They died out millions of years adgutk said with a
puzzled expression on his face.

"What did it look like? That creature you were jtedking about,"
Hawk asked.

"Never mind. It's impossible. Let's get to the @thd see what we
can find out,"” Buck replied.

Buck and Hawk made their way in to town. Being siggal that no one
paid any attention to them as they walked abou¢yTame up on an
older gentleman looking at some fruit at a stansk, putside of a

small store.

"Excuse me sir. Could you tell us where we mighd some people
known only as the Kalans?" Buck asked politely.

The older gentleman turned and faced Buck and Havka look of
fear on his face. "I don't want to get involved.a%\all he said as
he turned and walked away.

Buck turned to Hawk. "He looked like he was tooredao tell us
anything. Maybe these Kalans have some pull indibys' Buck said.

Buck and Hawk walked through out the city askingwtleveryone they
came across. Some gave the same response, wigks pist walked

off quickly. But, they all had the same look onittiaces, the look

of fear. When night fell, the city streets becammpletely

deserted. Buck and Hawk had just started to watk ba their

fighters when a young woman appeared in an alley-wa

"You are looking for the Kalans?" she whispered.

Buck and Hawk walked over to her. "Yes, do you knelere we might
find them?" Buck asked.

"They are not from here. That is why the guard@ans not find them.
Today in the square, you asked people where they ate They ran



or were silent, right?" she asked.
"Yes. Why are your people so frightened of themaivid asked.

"They came from the outside of the city to look fowoman. A

bird woman like yourself. They want her, for reasont known to me.
They say if we turn over the woman, the attackkstglp," the woman
said.

"Earlier today, they attacked a village not famfrbere. They
kiled some the woman and children there. We fotledbird woman.
She's now up on our ship being tended to by theod@dawk replied.

"She lives?" the woman asked with a sigh of ratidfer voice.

"Yes, she's alive and doing well. Please if you ¢talhus all you
know about these Kalans and these guardians,” Haleéd.

The woman looked around and motioned for them ltovio "I must not
be seen talking to you. If the Kalans find out ytiadl kill me."

She hesitated for a moment "Follow me, | know & gddice to talk,"
she said as she turned and started to walk dowalldye

Buck and Hawk followed the woman to a small shadkea other end of
the alley. She glanced around then opened the daxioning for

them to enter. After they entered, she followedialp the door

behind her. She made her way over to a small oloden table, pick

up and lit a candle, placing it back down on taBlee then walked
around and closed all the ragged curtains.

"Now we may talk," she said.

"Why are you and these people afraid of the KalaBs®k asked.
"Many years ago, Lela and her people came to thrsep They never
did no harm to anyone. In fact, if any one hereabeill or

injured, it was always one of them to come dowrtlodf mountain to
heal them. We never asked them for help. We near@rayone up the
mountain to get them. They always knew. Then one tii@ Kalans
came..." She hung her head and tears startedrto for

"Please, tell us the rest," Hawk said softly.

The woman looked up at Hawk and Buck. "They stakilidg everyone
of them, for no reason," she said weeping.

Hawk and Buck glanced over at one another. "Xkestonh Throm," Hawk



said.
Buck nodded.
"Please continue," Buck said.

The woman glanced up at Buck. "That was when tlaedians appeared.
We don't know where they came from. Or how longy'tieelived on this
planet. All I know is what the legend says. That day evil comes

to Osjewelco the guardians will awaken and seeklwmibringers of
death. We have seen the guardians shadows flyiedhead looking for
the Kalans. But the Kalans disappear after eaeltlgttthe woman
replied.

"Who or what are these guardians we keep heariogtabBuck asked.

The woman looked over at Buck. "They are just. rdiaas,"” she
replied.

"Have you ever seen these guardians? Can youstelhat they look
like?" Buck asked.

The woman shook her head. "No, | have not seen.t@ay the shadow
they cast over the city when they fly over it," theman replied.

"They? Are there more than one?" Hawk asked.

The woman turned and faced Hawk. "Yes, there ae=tbf them," she
replied.

Buck and Hawk started to walk towards the door.dfikhyou for your
help, we should go. We don't want anyone to know lyelped us," Buck
said.

"You must climb the south mountain. The guardiarehmight be able
to help you," she said softly as they were aboutpen the door.

Buck and Hawk left quietly and quickly as to noawrattention to
the woman's home. As they headed for the outsidleeodity where
the fighters were hidden. Buck stopped and turnddawk.

"We'll start up the mountain in the morning. We é&v get back to
the fighters and report in to the Searcher,” Bua#.s

Hawk nodded. They walked quietly back to the fightend made camp.
Buck called up to the Searcher and informed the ifediwhat they had
found out and about the guardians.



"Permission granted. But use caution. We don't ktlege guardians
and they do not know us. They might think of usdbkreat,"” Asimov
said.

"Understood Admiral... Buck out."

The next morning Buck and Hawk started to climbgbath side of the
mountain. Amazingly there was a small but narroth f@ading almost
all the way to the top.

Chep?

As Hawk and Buck approached the top of the mountheéy came across
a large cave opening. They glanced over at onéhanand slowly
entered, stopping just inside to allow their eyeadjust to the
darkness. They continued walking deeper into tle.ddp ahead they
could see a flickering of light. They slowly walkemvards it. As

they got closer, a shadow darted past the opeBimgk and Hawk
stopped and drew their weapons for the first timehis planet.
Moving more cautiously, they continued walking todsthe flickering
light. As they approached the chamber which th# lgas coming
from, they found it opened up into a much largefeca. Lit torches
lined the walls about every ten feet. They wallked the center of

the cavern, and could see another large openirtigeoather side.
With weapons still drawn, Buck and Hawk startedvidk towards it.

Then out from the darkness.
"Who has entered this dwelling?" a voice asked.

Buck and Hawk stopped cold and circled one anot&arching the
cavern, trying to find where the voice came from.

"l ask again. Who enters this dwelling?" the vask&ed again.

Buck and Hawk turned to the opening and saw agéaiellow eyes
glowing in the dark.

"My name is Buck Rogers, this is Hawk. Someondadity told us
that maybe the guardian who lives here might be tbhelp us,"
Buck replied.

"l am the one they call Ghost." The voice hesitat&du are not
from here. What is it you want?" the voice asked.



Buck and Hawk stepped forward a few steps and gldesr weapons
back into their holsters."We are looking for sore@ple called the
Kalans. They attacked and murdered some womentaldden in a small
village not far from here. They were searchingddird woman

named Lela," Buck explained.

"Lela? Is she alive?" the voice asked in a wort@te.
"She is," Hawk replied.

A moment later Ghost slowly came out from the déat&.stood straight
up and stretched out his wings. Buck stood therazahat the site.
Ghost threw his head back and let out a roar. kiig wpan was about
eighteen feet in width, he stood about twelve fatfrom ground

to shoulders. On top of his head were two hornsltiiked about ten
inches long. Ghost folded his wings back down #darge bird and
started to walk towards them. Buck, not sure oftvtbanake of it
backed up a few steps. Hawk stood his ground waimi&e on his face.

"You, feathered one. You do not fear me?" Ghoseéa@dskalking up to
Hawk.

"No. | do not fear a brother," Hawk replied.

"Brother? | have not been called brother for a Veng time. Why do
you call me brother?" Ghost asked looking Hawkhm ¢yes.

"We are the same, you and I," Hawk replied.

Ghost and Hawk stared into each others eyes fomgatime. Finally
Ghost broke his eye contact with Hawk.

"You are a guardian, a protector as | am," Ghastrsésing his
head up once again. Ghost looked over towards Bitlo. was still
amazed to see this creature that had been extinéagh millions

of years. "You are his brother, yet you do not loled same," Ghost
said.

"We are brothers not by blood, but by friendshigdwk replied.
Ghost slowly turned and started walking back tolaéinge opening.
"You are his brother, you are my brother also. COGdost said as
he walked back in to the cavern.

Hawk and Buck glanced at one another then followeside the other
cavern standing tall were the other guardians. Ghated over and



stood beside them. Hawk and Buck stood before them.

"These are our brothers. They too are huntingHerktalans. Our
healer's village has been attacked and Lela hasibyeeed,” Ghost
announced.

"I am Nemna, is Lela well?" Nemna asked.

Hawk stepped forward. "She was badly injured, bet\sill live,"
Hawk replied.

"We knew of the attack on Lela's village. We hasarshed for these
attackers since it happened, with no prevail. Whyau seek them?"
Nemna asked.

Buck stepped forward a few steps. "We are fromRésearch Vessel
Searcher. We came to your planet only to investigateport of a
disturbance. We came upon Lela's village as tharsalvere attacking.
We followed them to a clearing not far from thdagk, but lost

them. That is where Hawk and | found Lela," Buchliesl.

The guardians glanced at one another. "What willgo with the
Kalans, if you find them?" the third guardian asked

"That will be up to you or who ever is in chargeQxdjewelco," Buck
replied.

Finally the third guardian came out from the datls skin was faded
grey and wrinkled.

"I am Mathayis, leader of the guardians. You may sind assist in
finding the attackers. But, when and if you finéihyou must bring
them before us. Is that understood?" Mathayis asked
"We understand and will do as you ask," Hawk replie

"It is getting late. You are welcome to stay in theer chamber, if
you like. It is time for us to feed," Mathayis said

"Thank you," Hawk replied.

Ghost, Mathayis and Nemna took turns flapping thwigs as each
left the cavern, with in moments all three weregdBuck and Hawk
turned around and left the inner chamber.

"l can't believe what | just saw," Buck said.



Hawk turned his head and looked at Buck "What?" Kasked.

"The guardians.. they've been extinct on Earthrflions of years.
Now to find three of them here, alive and livingtbirs planet. It's
amazing," Buck said with excitement in his voice.

Hawk stood looking at Buck. "Why does that surpysa?" Hawk asked.

Buck looked at Hawk. "They are not suppose to ive.alBuck
hesitated. "Hawk, these guardians and their kuetilion Earth
millions of years ago. They were considered mythsdme and
worshiped by others," Buck said.

"You mean man didn't have a chance to kill therd"dffawk asked with
a bitter tone in his voice.

Buck glanced over at Hawk with a surprised lookh@face. But he
understood why Hawk said it. "Hawk, these guardiaes before and
at the beginning of man. They ruled the skies atkeir time,"

Buck said.

Hawk walked over to the opening of the inner caard sat down
against the wall. "We should get some rest," Hasitt as he closed
his eyes.

Buck stood there for a moment then sat down omther side of the
opening. "l can't believe they are still alive,"dusaid softly to
himself. Shortly after, Buck drifted off to sleep.

The next morning Buck opened his eyes to see otfeeajuardians
standing before Hawk. He wasn't saying a word, gtesting. Hawk in
return was staring back. Buck slowly stood andisthto walk slowly
towards Hawk and the guardian. But before he gohem the
guardian raised his head and nodded towards Hawk.

"I will do as you ask," Hawk said.

The guardian turned and with one flap of his giaimgs flew out of
the cavern. Buck walked closer to Hawk.

"What did you mean by, I'll do as you ask? | dithe'aar a word from
the guardian,” Buck asked.

Hawk stood and walked over to the opening of theaand looked
out. "I have to gather a few things. Then we'llchéa the fighters.

| have to check on Lela for them,"” Hawk repliechasstarted to walk
down the small narrow path that lead them to thverathe day



before.

Buck followed closely. Not sure of what went onveeén Hawk and the
guardian, he caught up with Hawk.

"What did the guardian ask you to do?" Buck asked.

Hawk glanced over at Buck, smiled and continuekwgl They made
their way back to the beach where they had left fighters the

day before and climbed into them. With in minutesth were heading
back out into space.

"Buck to Searcher."

"This is Wilma... Buck are you okay? The Admirastmeen worried
about you and Hawk. We haven't heard from you spesterday. Is
everything all right?" Wilma asked.

"Yes, we're fine. We're returning to the Searclée.have to talk to
the Admiral upon arrival,” Buck replied.

"Understood. I'll inform him you're on your way liads there
anything else?" Wilma asked.

"Wilma, how is Lela?" Hawk asked.
"l haven't heard anything Hawk," Wilma replied.
"Il talk to you soon Wilma .. Buck out."

Buck glanced over to Hawk's ship. "Hawk, what dhid guardian asked
you to do?" Buck asked.

Hawk glanced over at Buck's fighter.
"Mathayis asked me to make something, that'std#iyik replied.

"What did he ask you to make?" Buck asked out absity.
"A harness," Hawk replied.
"A harness? Did he say why?" Buck asked.

"No," Hawk replied with a smile on his face. Af@few more moments
the fighters arrived at the Searcher.

"Buck to Searcher.. Requesting landing bay."



"Searcher to Buck.. Land in landing bay 4 and 6ar&her out."
"Landing bays 4 and 6.. acknowledged.. Buck out."

Buck and Hawk landed in their assigned bay ancéxhe hanger.
They headed for the bridge to report to the Adnaitadut what they
had found. As they walked onto the bridge they bdatirectly to the
bridge meeting room.

"Well gentlemen, What happened down there?" theiredmsked.

"When we arrived on the outside of a small villagee heard weapons
being fired. We went in to the village to find iew being attacked

by some humans called the Kalans. On Wilma's oytlaa/k and |
followed the attackers to a field where we losirttracks but came
across Lela, the woman in the sick bay. When wangotthe city we
talked to a woman that said that the guardianstnhiglable to

assist us in finding the Kalans. We went to uprtimeintain hoping to
talk to the guardians,” Buck said.

"And did you find these guardians?" Asimov asked.

"Yes sir, we did," Hawk replied.

"Well, will they assist you in finding these attac&?" Asimov asked.
"Yes sir," Buck replied.

Buck and Hawk started to tell the Admiral about glo@ardians.

Down in sick bay, the old woman had gone to hertgusito get some
rest. Lela had started to stir. Dr. Goodfellow \s#i8ng at his

desk when he heard her soft moan. He stood up alkggvover to her
bed and watched as she started to open her eyes.

At first, her sight was a little blurry, but as rsight focused

more she say what looked like an outline of a hustanding over her.
She gasped and screamed. She sat up so quickiphéhatirses didn't
have time to grab hold of her to restrain her. Sideoff the bed

and started to back up into a corner of the rodms. saw what
appeared to be a small knife, she grabbed it alddtheut as if

trying to protect herself. Goodfellow tried evetgthhe could think

of to calm the scared woman down. Finally not hguany luck he made
his way to the ship's intercom.

"Hawk, report to sick bay immediately,” the docsard loudly.

The nurses tried to calm Lela down. She stayecddloshe corner



with the scalpel held out in front of her. Her ej@ked on the
doctor and the nurses. Just then the sick bay ale@med and in
walked another nurse. Lela seeing where the doer started to walk
slowly towards it holding the scalpel out in frarftherself as a
warning to the doctor and nurses.

She had her back towards the door as she backedistthen the
door opened again and Hawk walked in. The doctdmamse started to
back off. Lela thinking that it was safe lowered Htalpel a little

and started to turn around. As she did she caneetéaface with
Hawk.

Her eyes still filled with fear seem to softenfa sight of Hawk.

She lowered the scalpel completely. Hawk stoodetf@mra moment
then reached his hand out to her. She glanceddiatie doctor and
nurses then turned her gaze back to Hawk. Sheystawsked the
scalpel and handed it to him.

"They will not harm you, Lela," Hawk said softly.

Lela stood there for a few moments. "You know myne@" she asked
quietly.

"Yes," Hawk replied.
"Who are you?" she asked.

"I am Hawk. You were injured when the Kalans at&tiour village.
Do you remember?" Hawk asked.

Lela closed her eyes for a moment then looked backt Hawk. "I
remember my friends telling me to run towards téees. | turned and
felt a burning sensation in my stomach. | starteclin but then my
stomach was hurting so bad | found a small bushcemaled under it.
Then | covered myself up with leaves and twigshést | could. |
remember | cried out in pain a couple of time.ckpd up a branch
and bite down on it every time the pain got wotsemember you and
a human finding me. That's all | remember," Leid.sa

Doctor Goodfellow walked slowly over to Hawk andd.d_ela still
frightened, backed up and stood next to Hawk asifting him to
protect her from this human.

"This is Dr. Goodfellow. He will not harm you. Hetge one that has
been taking care of you since we brought you omdhd&awk informed
her.

"Hawk, maybe Lela would feel more comfortable & dtad a friend of
hers with her,"” Goodfellow said glancing towards tloor.



"Lela, a friend of yours came up here with you.duld like you to
sit on this bed while | go get her," Hawk said.

"A friend? Who?" Lela asked confused.

Hawk smiled, walked Lela over to her bed and helperinto it, he
turned and walked out the door. A moment laterdibher opened and
Hawk escorted in the old woman.

"Lela!" the old woman shouted as she walked ovédrela.

"Mayra!" Lela replied with excitement in her voias they embraced
one another.

Chap8
Goodfellow walked over and stood next to Hawk.
"All right my dear, you must get back into bed agst. | don't want
those wounds to open up." Goodfellow turned to May¥ ou may stay

with her if you'd like. But she must stay in be@godfellow said.

"You heard the doctor, you must rest," Mayra sajihg) to help Lela
back into bed.

Lela turned to Hawk. "You never did answer my gieestHow did you
know my name?" Lela asked.

"I told him," Mayra replied.

Just then the sick bay door opened and Buck enteiedlowly walked
over and stood next to Hawk.

"How is she doing?" Buck asked.

"She'll make a full recovery, if she does whatdbetor says,"
Goodfellow said jokingly.

Lela smiled and slowly pulled her legs up ontoltkd and covered up.
"You are the one called Buck?" Lela asked softly.

"Yes, how are you feeling?" Buck asked smiling.

"l feel much better, thank you. Hawk tells me itsy@u who also



found me," Lela said.

"It was Hawk who heard you under the bushes. Sgekg you can say
it was him who actually found you," Buck said.

"But, you are the one that went for help, right@lad_asked.

"Yes," Buck replied.

"All right you two. You have to leave so Lela cagt gome rest. You
can come back in a few hours to check on her,ufwant,"
Goodfellow said.

"The doctor is right, you must get your rest.dél back later to

talk to you. | must go speak to the Admiral abaarnething," Hawk
said as he turned and started heading towardsottre d

"What do you have to speak to the Admiral about®kBasked,
following Hawk.

"About a few things | need from the supply roomavik replied.

Buck stood there for a moment with a confused esgioa on his face.
This was the first time Hawk didn't tell him what tvas up to.

Hawk turned and smiled at Lela and Mayra. "I'll @back later. We
have many things to talk about,” Hawk said.

Lela smiled back. "I'll be here. I'm not going ammake,"” she replied
jokingly.

Hawk made his way up to the bridge. Upon entetiegwas greeted by
Wilma and the Admiral.

"How is the woman doing? Has she woken up yet?hasiasked.
"Yes sir, she woke up a little while ago. She'lfine as long as
she does what the doctor tells her to do and staysd," Hawk
replied.

"Have you got to talk to her about what happenddihov asked.

"No sir, not yet." Hawk hesitated for a moment.r;'8an | talk to
you in private?" Hawk asked.

Asimov glanced over at Hawk and could see by hisession that he
really needed to speak to him.



"Of course," Asimov replied as he started to walkards the meeting
room. The door opened and they both entered. Asmationed for
Hawk to sit. Asimov walked around his desk andesg&imself.

"What is it, Hawk?" the Admiral asked.

"Sir, | would like permission to get some suppfiesn the supply
room," Hawk said.

"What kind of supplies?" Asimov asked.

"Sir, while Buck and | were with the guardians, @fichem asked me
to make two harnesses. One for myself and onenfothar pilot,"
Hawk replied.

"What do you want two harnesses for?" Asimov ast@dused.

"They want to help us find the Kalans. It seems tha Kalans have
very good hearing and could hear our fighters cgrfimm more than 2
miles away, which gives them time to hide. The dizar suggested |
make the harnesses, one for myself and one fohanptiot. Then we
would ride on their backs to search for the Kaldieey make no
sound while in flight, therefore the Kalans woutat hear them
coming. The guardians are determined to find the that attacked
and injured Lela and killed more than half of theraen and children

in her village. But they know they can't do it adothey need an

extra set of eyes, sir," Hawk explained.

Asimov leaned back in his chair and studied Hafdce for a moment.

"You mean they want you and another pilot to ridetweir backs?"
the Admiral asked.

"Yes sir," Hawk replied.

"Who is the second pilot that you or the guardia@tgiested?" Asimov
asked.

Hawk stood up and started to slowly pace the fldibhas to be
someone that has experience in flying and who wiadticomfortable
riding on the back of one of the guardians,” Haeglied.

"l can think of several people who have the expegan flying, but
feeling comfortable flying on the back of a dragdififat might take
some time," Asimov replied.



"Sir, | know of only one person who has the expergeand that could
be trained quickly," Hawk replied looking towarde tAdmiral.

"Who?" the Admiral asked.

"Buck," Hawk replied.

"Buck? Are you sure he would go through with it?'€esay Buck
doesn't want to do it, who would be your next pick&mov asked
leaning forward in his chair.

"I'd say that would be Wilma. She's an excellelttt@nd she's
strong-willed and tough. | think she wouldn't havey fear at all
riding on the back of one of the guardians,” Haeglied.

Asimov leaned back again and rubbed his chin. "Bwwant to ask
Buck?" the Admiral asked.

"Yes, sir. But first, | must get started on makihgse harnesses,"
Hawk replied.

"All right Hawk, go get the supplies you need," eV said standing
up and walking out from behind his desk.

"Thank you, Admiral," Hawk replied standing.
Hawk left the meeting room and headed for the supg@m.
"Admiral, what did Hawk want to talk to you about®llma asked.

The Admiral smiled and walked over to her. "Wilraae you afraid of
trying anything new?" the Admiral asked.

"Sir?" Wilma replied with a puzzled expression @n face.
"Are you afraid of trying something new?" the Adatirepeated.
"No, sir, why?" Wilma asked.

"I'm sure Buck will refuse to do what Hawk is agkitde has chosen
you as an alternate," Asimov replied.

"An alternate for what sir?" Wilma asked.

Asimov smiled and walked back over to the contorisole. Hawk was
about to enter the supply room when Buck caughbupm.



"Where you going?" Buck asked.

"Inside, | have to get the supplies | need to nthkse harnesses,”
Hawk replied.

The door to the supply room opened and Hawk andk Batered. Hawk
walked over to the small counter and waited for d¢gaon to walk
over.

"Hello Hawk. Do you need something?" he asked.

"Yes, | need you to cut me off two pieces of theeA&n leather about
six feet long each, four of the six inch "L" shayseel rods,

about eight feet of your strongest two inch lind &mo of the
forty-eight inch steel rings," Hawk replied.

Henderson started to gather Hawk's order. Buckdstbere with a
strange look on his face.

"What is all that stuff for?" Buck asked.

"It's for the two harnesses that | need to makeyvkreplied
looking towards Buck. "How do you feel about flying the back of
one of the guardians?" Hawk asked.

Buck looked over at his friend with a shocked lamwkhis face. "What
did you say?" Buck asked, wanting to make suredaechHawk right.

"How do you feel about riding on the back of oneha guardians?"
Hawk repeated.

"Are you serious?" Buck asked.
"Yes, dead serious," Hawk replied.

"Are we going to be looking for the people thabaked Lela's
village?" Buck asked.

"Yes. The fighters make too much noise. So Matheatiee up with this
idea. Have two riders on the back of two of therdiams as an extra
set of eyes. The attackers won't be able to heaguhrdians flying
over-head, which will give us a better chanceratiig them." Hawk
looked into Buck's eyes. "Are you up to it?" Haveked.

Buck thought for a moment. "When do we start?" Basked with a
smile.



Hawk smiled back. "As soon as | get these harnesadg, we can go
down and practice flying on their backs," Hawk ieqgbl

"Why only two guardians? There are three of therauldih't it be
better if we had three extra sets of eyes?" Bukkds

"l think Mathayis might be too old to try to camyperson on his
back." Hawk thought for a moment. "But, maybe dttperson as
smaller and lighter, he might be able to," Hawklsai

"Smaller and lighter? Like who?" Buck asked.

"Wilma.. if she's willing to do it," Hawk replied.

"Remember the way she looked when those attackerdemed those
innocent women and children? | have a feeling sthe'd in a heart
beat,"” Buck replied.

"Do me a favor, take these supplies to your quarfevant to go
talk to the Admiral and Wilma about it and thendpwn and talk to

Mathayis," Hawk said as he turned and started tk wuat of the
supply room.

He made his way back up to the bridge and foundn#/gtanding at her
post. The Admiral was busy ordering more scans@fplanet.

"Admiral, may | speak to you and Wilma for a mon®rtawk asked as
he walked over to Wilma.

The Admiral walked over and joined him and Wilma.

"Buck didn't want to do it huh?" Asimov asked.

"No sir, Buck wants to. But, he brought up the idéaaving three
riders instead of two. One of the guardians is wddyand can't
really carry to much weight. | was hoping with yand Wilma's
permission, having Wilma ride the third," Hawk skdking over
towards Wilma.

"Me? Ride what?" Wilma asked.

"On the back of one of the guardians," Hawk replied

Wilma turned to face Hawk. "You mean, you want meide on one of
those dragons?" Wilma asked.

Hawk nodded.



With in moments Wilma had a smile on her face. rédlly like to
help, Hawk, but I've never ridden on any thing likat before,"
Wilma replied blushing.

"Neither has Buck or myself. We'll go down to tHenet and take
some lessons close to the ground at first, thelhpvattice flying
higher." Hawk turned towards the Admiral. "Thatifst's all

right with you, Admiral?" Hawk asked.

Asimov turned towards Wilma. "Do you think you cdilandle something
new?" he asked.

Wilma turned towards the Admiral. "Yes sir, | thihkan," Wilma
replied smiling.

"Admiral, I'd like to go talk to Mathayis aboutfitst. | want to
make sure he'll be able to carry someone as sedlilena,” Hawk
said.

"Of course in fact, take Wilma with you so he cosége her,"” Asimov
replied.

Hawk and Wilma left the bridge and headed for theger.
"We'll take the War Hawk," Hawk said.

They walked over to it; Hawk opened the hatch assisged Wilma in.
Hawk climbed in and started the engine.

"Hawk to Searcher."

"Hawk, this is Asimov."

"Sir, requesting permission to launch.”
"Permission granted. Searcher out."

With in seconds the lights in the launch tubefitaind thrust the
War Hawk out into space.
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Hawk and Wilma descended to the planet below.



"What are these guardians like?" Wilma asked.
Hawk smiled. "You'll have to see for yourself," teplied.

As they came over a small mountain ridge, Hawkaeakia small, flat
plateau on top of the mountain.

"We'll land there and walk down to the openingled tave," Hawk
said, as he pointed to the plateau.

Hawk started the landing sequence and set the \&akidown. He
opened the hatch and climbed out, then turned ssistad Wilma as
she exited his fighter. They started to walk actbssplateau
towards the edge. Wilma stopped in her tracks veherheard a loud
roar and the ground beneath her feet started fto She grabbed a
hold of Hawk's arm to study herself. She lookedr ateHawk.

"What was that?" she asked with a concerned express her face.

"That was one of the guardians,” Hawk replied pgttier hand in
reassurance.

"Hawk, | don't know if | can do this," Wilma saiérvously.

Hawk turned and looked into Wilma's eyes. "Wilmegresince | first
met you, | knew you were a strong and courageousamo | saw the
expression on your face when you saw that womarchifitibeing
murdered. | also saw the determination in your éggwotect the
people in the village and seek out their attacKEnese guardians
need our help as much as we need theirs to findrtbe who did

it." Hawk turned his eyes to the skies for a mom#ren turned

his attention back to Wilma. "Please Wilma, help"udawk asked.

Wilma stood there looking into Hawk's pleading ey®ise glanced down
at the ground for only a moment then looked batk itawk's eyes.
"Let's go talk to the guardians,” Wilma said softly

Hawk smiled and gave a light nod. Together theyartadir way down
to the opening of the cave. Hawk took the lead dheg arrived just
outside of the outer cavern and they proceedesinhey began to
enter the second cavern, he noticed that the tenvbee still lit

on the walls. Wilma stayed close behind Hawk.

"Who enters this dwelling?" a voice from the dasked.

"It is Hawk. We've come to speak to Mathayis," Hawglied.



"Welcome Hawk, enter," the voice said.

Hawk and Wilma started to enter the dark caverrceOmside of the
second chamber, Wilma heard what appeared to besuntaking a
long, deep breath. Then all of a sudden a blafiteo$hot out and

lit the center torch. There, standing on slightliiged ground stood
Mathayis and Nemna. Ghost walked over and stootltnethem.

"Welcome Hawk." Mathayis glanced over at Wilma atalted to walk
towards her. "Who is your companion?" Mathayis dske

"This is Wilma, she's a protector, like us," Hawelplred.

"Welcome Wilma," Mathayis said.

"Thank you," Wilma replied smiling.

"Mathayis, Buck thought of something that mightrease our chances
of finding the Kalans. But, | wanted to talk to yabout it first,"

Hawk said.

Mathayis turned his attention back to Hawk. "Wisat?" Mathayis
asked.

"It's about having three riders instead of two.ndilis light and

has no fear of living flight. Maybe she could rioie your back?"
Hawk asked.

Mathayis turned and walked back to the others. dfraid that would
be impossible. It's not that | wouldn', it's jtisat | can't. My
strength is almost gone." Mathayis hung his held. dlmost time
for me to die. But, there are two others," Mathagigl lifting his
head.

"Two others?" Hawk asked.

"Yes, one of them might be willing to carry Wilmalathayis replied.
"They? | thought you three were the only ones?" KHasked confused.

"No, there are two others. They will be the mateN@mna and Ghost.
Our kind will live on through them," Mathayis regd.

"Do you think one of them would carry Wilma?" Haakked.

"That, 1 do not know. You must seek them out inhiggh mountains to
the south. You must ask them for help," Mathayliede



Wilma took a few steps forward. "How do we get #®rWilma asked.
Mathayis looked over at Wilma. "You go south, asrtite seas. They
wait on an island. But, the mountains are too fagtyou to climb,"
Mathayis said.

"We'll find them," Wilma replied.

Mathayis turned to Hawk. "Did you complete the thakked of you?"
Mathayis asked.

"No, not yet. We had to come and ask you that que$itst. When we
return to the Searcher, | will complete it," Havaplied.

Mathayis hung his head. "How is Lela?" he asked.

"She will live. When | last saw her, she was giftirp in bed," Hawk
replied.

Wilma placed her hand on Hawk's shoulder. "Hawkmust go find the
other dragons. We're running out of time," Wilmal Softly.

"Wilma is right, you must hurry," Ghost replied [gpeng forward.
"Wilma, you and Hawk came down in a ship, rightMoGt asked.
"Yes, it's up on top of your mountain,” Wilma reyli

"You must go get your ship and follow me. I'll legal to the island.
Hawk, though you have no harness ready, do yok tfun will be able
to ride on my back?" Ghost asked.

Hawk smiled. "l would be honored," Hawk replied lenmg his head.

"You must remember, lean with me in flight. If ydan't, you will
fall off," Ghost said.

"l will remember," Hawk replied.

Hawk turned to Wilma. "Wilma, do you think you camrake it up the
mountain?" Hawk asked with some concern for Wilreafety.

"I'll take her up," Nemna said.

Wilma turned to Nemna. "l don't have a harness saddlle," Wilma
replied.



"l will be careful. It will take you a while to chb the mountain
and every minute counts. It would be faster thig,ividemna replied.

Wilma smiled. Ghost, Nemna, Hawk and Wilma walkedl iato the outer
cavern and then out into the sunlight on the rioliggne opening.

There Wilma was able to see the true size of tlaedians. The
guardians lowered themselves. Hawk was the firstitab on to one

of the guardians shoulders. Wilma glanced overeahia with a
concerned expression on her face.

"Come Wilma, there is no reason to fear," Nemnasweaed her.
Wilma walked over and placed her left foot on Nelswfrant leg and
swung her right leg over his lower neck. She gldrmeer at Hawk.
Hawk smiled back and gave a light nod.

"See, it's not as bad as it seems," Hawk saidrgnili

"Now Wilma, just like Ghost told Hawk, you must freaith me in
flight. I'l do my best to stay on a straight fligBut, there are
cross winds on top of this mountain, so if you mbhaihg on to my
neck," Nemna said as he stood up.

Wilma's eyes grew big when Nemna stood. "I dicsetize they were
this tall," she said looking down at the ground.

Ghost walked over to the edge and dived off, catcthe wind
currents about twenty feet down, he glided backvitp a single flap
of his wings.

"It's our turn Wilma. Are you ready?" Nemna asked.

"Yes, | think so," Wilma replied.

"Hang on," Nemna shouted.

Nemna walked towards the edge and dived off the edima closed
her eyes at first, then felt Nemna's powerful wingen up and give
one flap. She opened her eyes and could see ndihirthe blue sky
and the back of Nemna's head.

"This is wonderful." Wilma thought. "Do | really ha to take the
fighter and follow you?" Wilma asked.

"Do you think you can stay on all the way there®hiha asked.



"I'm sure | can,” Wilma replied smiling.

"All right then, hang on,” Nemna answered.

Nemna caught up with Ghost and Hawk. Hawk glanceat at saw that
Wilma was still on his back. "I thought you werdrgpto bring the
fighter?" Hawk asked.

"l changed my mind. Besides, this is great pradticease one of
their mates is willing to let me ride on her badk/lima replied.

Hawk smiled. As they traveled they looked arourteysaw the ocean
below them and birds flying alongside.

"How long before we reach the mountain?" Hawk asked
"We should be there before dark," Ghost replied.
"So we'll have to stay the night there?" Hawk asked

"No, we can return after you talk to the femaler @ght is better
at night-time," Ghost replied.

Wilma shifted her weight slightly. "Is there somathwrong?" Nemna
asked.

"No, I'm sorry. | had to shift my weight because Inagk side was
starting to hurt a little,” Wilma replied blushing.

"I must apologize, | should have thought about ogles not being
smooth or soft for you on this long journey," Nensaad.

"No, you don't need to apologize Nemna. It wasaegito travel the
full journey on you," Wilma replied.

"It will be better after the harnesses are made/ddaHawk will
make you a saddle as well,” Nemna said.

"Nemna, may | ask you a question?" Wilma asked.
"Certainly, what is it?" Nemna replied.

"I was wondering how you've managed to surviveéhabe years?"
Wilma asked.

"Let me explain. Every two hundred years or soete with a female
that was born to another. Just before the youngeaota the world,



we the males die. There has always been two fert@lesite with.
And most often at least three to four males. Mashiayold, he will
not mate with one of the females. That is up to $slamd myself,"
Nemna explained.

"What are the female's names? Or do they have rrdmékna asked.
"The one that lives on the north side of the moiaritacalled
Saphira, the other's name is Emerald. As you cajvge males are

usually a dark color. The females are always ahteigcolor.
Saphira is a blue dragon while Emerald is greeer/hhi said.

Chapié

"They have beautiful names. Did they nhame themseadvelid their
mother name them?" Wilma asked.

"We dragons choose our own names. But, some tineegarent will see
something special in the offspring and give themame to suit them.
Like Ghost, with his off color his mother gave Hine name,” Nemna
replied.

"Nemna, may | ask you another question?" Wilma éske

"What do you want to know Wilma?" Nemna asked.

"Do you know why the attackers want Lela?" Wilm&exk

"We think they want her for her abilities. You dodkv she is a
healer, don't you?" Nemna asked.

"Yes, Hawk found out from an old woman who assistedup to our
ship. Is she really the last of her kind?" Wilm&exk

"Yes, well at least on this planet. We have heard that there are
others on different planets. But since we have ag @f finding out,
we can only assume," Nemna replied.

Several hours later the island came into view.

"Is that the island where the females are located®k asked.

"Yes, we must circle the island first to show weam@o harm," Ghost
said.



"Where is Ghost and Hawk going?" Wilma asked assBhtarted to go
to the right of the island.

"We must circle the island first. We don't wantrth® attack us,"”
Nemna replied as he too started to turn to the.righ

They both started to circle the island. Up towarastop of the
mountain, Wilma could see what appeared to be btleedemales
standing on a ledge outside of a cave. Her wingsnebed as if
sunning herself. Her head turned as they flew past.

"That one is Saphira, right?" Wilma asked.

"With the evening light hitting her the way it I8N not really
sure,"” Nemna replied.

They slowly approached the ledge where the femate standing. Ghost
landed a few feet away from her, laying down tovalHawk to
dismount, then standing up again. A moment latemhh landed and
did the same for Wilma. The female was Saphira. e glistening

in the evening light was a sky blue, her eyes degolyellow. The

two horns on her head were only about 10 inchésstadwing she was
young. Wilma walked over to Hawk and stood nextitn. Ghost and
Nemna approached Saphira with what seemed to b®icalowering
their heads as they approached.

"Ghost, Nemna, what is it you want here?" Saplsked.
"We have come to ask you for help,"” Ghost replied.
Saphira glanced over at Hawk and Wilma. "Who aey?hshe asked.

"They are here to help find the Kalans. The Kakttacked Lela's
village and have injured her. Their ships are machnoisy to find
the Kalans. Mathayis has asked us to allow thend&oon us, for
our flight is swift and silent. But, Mathayis isdohnd weak to
carry a person. He's asking you for your help," €said.

"To ride on our backs? Why do these humans wahelg?" Saphira
asked.

"We are from the research vessel Searcher. We inferened that some
of the people on this planet have been disappewithgut a trace.
When we came down, we were told to observe andté&ack to our
commanding officer. But when we arrived on the ks of Lela's
village, we saw the Kalans attacking her villagd Eiting the

women and children. We want to help find the attask Hawk replied.



Saphira slowly walked over to Hawk and smelledhieiad feathers.
"You are like Lela. What is your name?" she asked.

"I am Hawk, this is Wilma Deering," Hawk replied.
Saphira glanced over at Wilma. "You are human?'asthed.
Wilma stepped forward a few steps. "Yes," Wilmaliegh

"And you want Emerald or myself to allow you toeidn our back so
you can find these Kalans, right?" Saphira asked.

"Yes, we need your help," Wilma said.

Saphire walked back towards the opening of the,davew her head
back and roared so loudly that Wilma had to coegrdars. After she
was done she lowered her head.

"I will talk to Emerald. We will let you know whate decide,"
Saphira said as she walked back into the cave.

Wilma turned to Hawk. "Is that it?" she asked.

"They will talk among themselves and let you kndthey will help
or not," Nemna replied.

"What do we do until then?" Wilma asked.

"We wait," Hawk replied as he sat down on a largelder close to
the opening of the cave.

Wilma sat down next to Hawk. She looked out towahdssky.
"Do you think they'll help us?" Wilma asked.

Hawk looked over at Wilma and smiled. "Yes, | ththiey will," he
replied.

Nemna and Ghost sat on each side of the ledgeinpokit over the

island. Wilma stood and walked over to Nemna andlgelaced her
hand on his scaly neck. He turned his head sligintl glanced down
at her.

"What happens to the females and the babies aftgritatch?" Wilma
asked.



"The females die about two to five years afterdggs hatch. The
young males go into a deep hibernation until threyegther
full-grown or are needed. The young females wilofif and
hibernate. They will wait until it's time to matetlva male later
on or if they are needed," Nemna replied.

Wilma glanced up and smiled. "May | ask you sonmgttalse?" she
asked softly.

"I am 146 years old," he replied glancing back dawkVilma.
"How did you know what | was going to ask?" Wilnmgkad surprised.

"l saw the question in your eyes," Nemna repliedihg his
attention back out over the island.

Suddenly the silence was broken by the sound @fié toar coming
from inside the cave.

"What was that?" Wilma asked glancing towards ghening of the cave.
"The females have made a decision," Ghost replied.

Hawk stood and walked out away from the openingaddnent later
Saphira and Emerald both appeared.

"We will help. My sister says we shouldn't trusuyliumans for what
they tried to do to her many years ago. But, | awed her we
should, due to the one called Hawk. What is theésomeeme that will
ride on my shoulders?" Saphira asked.

Wilma walked forward. "I will," Wilma replied.

Saphira walked over to Wilma. "Let us go for attij Saphira said
as she lay down beside Wilma.

Wilma nervously climbed on. Saphira stood for a ranmthen laid

back down. "You are with fear in your heart. | cart fly with you

on my shoulders," Saphira said.

"Then let her ride on my shoulders," Nemna said.

Wilma climbed down off Saphira’s shoulders and dtbefore her.
"Wilma rode on my shoulders all the way from oumeo She showed no

fear during the whole trip. She may ride on my dthexs, if she
would like," Nemna said looking at Wilma. Nemna tipwn and looked



over at Wilma again. Wilma walked over and mouritsdshoulders as
she had done before. Nemna stood, walked overetedge of the

cliff.

"Are you ready?" Nemna asked.

"Yes," Wilma replied.

Nemna stretched out his massive wings and dovimeftliff. Saphira,
Emerald, Ghost and Hawk watched as Nemna and Wiénvgpast them
climbing higher and higher into the sky above theec

"I knew you had no fear," Nemna said glancing batickvilma.

"l was just a little nervous about flying with Saghfor the first
time," Wilma replied.

"That's what | thought. Do you want to try it agaith Saphira? Or
would you like to ride on me?" Nemna asked.

Wilma gently lay down on the back of Nemna's nétkeel safer and
more relaxed with you," Wilma replied softly.

"So be it. The other rider may ride with Saphifd¢mna said.

Nemna started to head back to the cave where hegsotvere waiting.
As they approached Nemna let out a loud roar,tladgunded
different this time. It was more like a rejoicingar. The others

made room on the ledge outside of the cave.

"She has chosen Nemna," Saphira said.

"How can you tell?" Emerald asked.

"The tone, it was different, the sound of rejoi¢cin§aphira replied.

Nemna landed on the ledge and Wilma climbed oftvidavalked over to
Saphira.

"Wilma has no fear in her heart. She was nervoositatying with
you for the first time," Hawk said looking up atgbaa.

"Maybe we were both a little nervous,” Saphiraiegpglancing down
at Hawk.

Wilma walked over to Hawk with a smile on her face.



"Wilma, | was wrong about your fear. | would likevery much if we
could try it again. | think we are both a littlermeus," Saphira
said.

"Go ahead Wilma," Nemna said.
"But, | .." Was all Wilma said before Saphira imtgyted her.

"l know you have chosen Nemna to fly with. But, dwd still like a
chance," Saphira replied.

Wilma smiled. Saphira lay back down again and Witlirabed on with
no hesitation this time. Saphira stood and walkewlg over to the
edge of the cliff.

"Are you ready?" Saphira asked.
"Yes, I'm ready,” Wilma replied.

With that Saphira opened up her wings and dovéheftliff. They
dropped down about fifty feet then leveled out.

"Are you alright?" Saphira asked.
"Yes," Wilma replied chuckling.
"You are light, | almost forgot you were up ther8dphira said.

Saphira flapped her giant wings once more and gastt the ledge
where Hawk and the others were standing and wagchin

Hawk walked slowly over to Emerald. "What did Saphhean by what
humans did to you a while back?" Hawk asked.

"Several years ago, my sister and | went out fitiglat to hunt for
food. We found some deer in a field grazing ontémeler green
grass. We each flew down and picked one up andfi&rover to
another field not far from where we got them. Asweze feeding on
our catch, some hunters came up. We never haccangf them, or
they of us. So we ignored them and continued eafihgn, | felt a
sharp pain in my right side, just above and bemgdight leg. The
hunter had cast a spear into my side." Emeraldriesvieer head.
"That was the first time | ever felt fear. | roara@ad Saphira saw
what the human had done to me. She roared andchesedil to knock
down some of the other hunters. But there wereawynif it wasn't
for Nemna, Ghost and Mathayis flying over at thaet I'm afraid my
sister or | would not be here," Emerald said.



"But you still live in peace with all those humdndawk replied.

"Yes, it is our destiny to protect them," Emeradglred looking out
over the sea.

"Tell me, why do these humans want to protect L'efafierald asked.

Hawk turned to Emerald. "Because, it is their agstis well," Hawk
replied.

Chapidr

Back up on the Searcher, Lela's wounds were impgowith every
passing moment. The only time Mayra left her sides when Dr.
Goodfellow ordered her to get some rest. Whenhbppened, Buck
gladly sat with her. They talked for hours on ebdw her people,
the guardians and the Kalans.

"Lela, what can you tell me about them, the Kalaisitk asked.

Lela's eyes started to swell with tears as thepysvdid when it
came to talking about the Kalans.

"You know what happened to my people. My father grahdfather use
to tell us stories about them and the guardiansv the Kalans use

to feed off the blood of my people many years adyself and the
children always thought it was just a story to eaas to stay away
from the water. Years after the story was last,teletryone forgot
about it. Only a few still remember it," Lela sawth tears in her

eyes.

"Lela, 1 know it hurts you to talk about it, but weed to find out
as much as we can about them. Where they live, thikgtlook like,
anything that might help," Buck said.

Goodfellow noticed the tears on Lela's face. Hevslovalked over
and placed his hand gently on her shoulder.

"Are you all right, my dear?" Goodfellow asked isaft voice.

Lela looked up at Goodfellow, gently nodded theméd her attention
back to Buck.

"You said that your father and grandfather alwagsn&d you not to



go near the water, why is that?" Buck asked.

"In the past, that's where most of my people disapgd from. Then
as time went by, they started to disappear fronfietes and even
from their own homes," Lela replied.

Buck sat there for a moment in complete silenceld’Ldo you
remember when the Kalans first attacked or tookddrypur people?
The very first time?" Buck asked.

Lela thought for a moment. "The very first timég&ppened was about
two years ago," Lela replied with tears swellindner eyes again.

"Where?" Buck asked.

"It was near the pond, not far from the villagec@uple of families
were gathering herbs and vines. Their children wérge to the
water's edge playing. There was a loud splashstkeeone jumped
into the water. The parents turned to see who & aval..." Lela
cupped her hands over her face and started to cry.

"What happened?" Buck asked, leaning forward irchar, gently
taking Lela's hands away from her face.

She looked up at Buck with tears pouring down beef"All the
children were gone!" she cried.

Buck stood up and sat on the edge of Lela's bedvridpped his arms
around her to comfort her. Lela leaned against Buddkest and cried.

"We'll find them, Lela. | swear, we will find thefrBuck said softly.
Goodfellow ordered the nurse to go get Mayra. Withoments Mayra
was at Lela's side, holding her, comforting hea ocking motion.
Buck stood, glanced over at Dr. Goodfellow. Godd#lcould see
Buck's eyes were also swelling with tears, butlbe saw the rage

and anger in them.

"I'l be back,"” Buck said as he walked out of tiekisay. Buck
headed straight to the bridge.

"Buck, what's wrong? Is Lela all right?" the Adnhisaked.

"Admiral, is there anyway to get a hold of Hawkwilma?" Buck asked
as he walked over to the communications console.

"Not right now. They're with the guardians on amotisland. Why?"



Asimov asked.

"From what Lela told me, our best bet on finding Kalans would be
watching the bodies of water. The village is clasa pond, that
clearing where we found Lela is not far from a geobd lake. And
then there's the coast next to the city," Buckiedpl

"Are you telling me, the Kalans might be livingtlme water?" the
Admiral asked with a puzzled expression on his.face

Buck looked the Admiral straight in the eyes. "e&s| believe
they do, every thing Lela said points to that," Bueplied in a
strong, sure voice.

"Our scanners can't penetrate below the waterfacgyt¥ Asimov said.
"l know, that's why | was wondering where Hawk &Miima were. Maybe,
together with the guardians, we can come up withetsbing," Buck
replied.

"Buck, what makes you think they live in the wateA8imov asked.
"Admiral, Lela told me the first time anyone disepped was close to
the water's edge, several years ago. She alsontottiat for a

while that was the only place her people startechtash from. Then
they started to vanish from the fields and themftbeir own

homes," Buck replied.

The Admiral, with a very concerned look on his facdked quickly
over to the control console. "Put the planet Osleaven the main
screen,"” Asimov ordered.

"Yes sir," Lt. Collins replied as he started toggeome keys on
the console in front of him.

With in seconds, the planet was up on the mairescre
"Locate Col. Deering and Hawk's ships," the Adminalered.
Again, with in seconds the monitor located the ship

"Now, enhance the entire area from the coast ta'd glllage,”
Asimov ordered.

Again, with in seconds the area was enhanced. Sigosviery
waterway.



"Buck, do you see this?" the Admiral asked.

"Yes, sir, | sure do. The whole area is surrounaedater. It looks
like they're sitting on a small island," Buck replli

"No wonder no one has been able to find them. Haey all sorts of
places to hide," Asimov said.

"Admiral, I'd like permission to go down to the péd and locate
Hawk and Wilma," Buck requested.

"Permission granted. But, you probably won't fihdrh if they're
still on that other island," the Admiral replied.

""Maybe not, but they'll return to the ships whaeyt get back, and
I'll be waiting for them," Buck said as he quicldit the bridge .

Buck made his way quickly to the hanger, climbed imne of the
fighters and started the ignition.

"Searcher, requesting permission for launch."
"Permission granted, good luck, Buck," the Admsat.

Moments later the lights in the launch tube begagléw and moments
after that Buck's fighter was launched into spat=eflipped a few
switches and found on the scanner where Hawk airda’8iships were
and headed for them. As he about to land he sawtbarg moving
rather quickly out of the corner of his eye. Hentd his head to

see what it was, but it had disappeared. He lankbsg to the other
fighters, then he shut down the engines. As heclirabing out of

his ship, he heard what sounded like water splgshkle walked

slowly over to a small stream that led to a ponackBstood by some
bushes on the bank watching, listening. His eyasrsed the water
surface for any movement or ripples. After not isg@inything he
turned and walked back to the ship. Climbing baté the ship, Buck
pulled out his sleeping gear and food. He walkstlat way from

the ships and threw down his bed roll, then he egduild a fire

ring. After he got a fire started he sat down amadted to think

about everything Lela had told him.

"That has to be it," Buck said softly to himself.
It was just about noon when Buck heard what he thoyses Hawk and

Wilma returning. He raised his hand to shield ssefrom the noon
sun. All he could make out was a large shadowdlgmer him.



"That has to be them," Buck said.

A moment later Nemna and Ghost landed just in fodrBuck. Hawk and
Wilma dismounted and walked quickly over to Buck.

"Buck, what's wrong? Is Lela all right?" Wilma adke

"Lela is fine. She and | had a nice long talk th@rning. She told

me about the first attack on her people and whedrappened.” Buck
walked over to Hawk. "Hawk, most of the attackststh by the water's
edge, then over time they moved further inland. Atimiral ordered
the planet up on to the screen on the SearchessGuigat? This

whole area sits in the middle of a water systener&k lakes or

ponds everywhere. They live in the water, Hawk,tBsgaid.

"Are you sure?" Hawk asked.

"As sure as | am standing here," Buck replied.

Hawk turned and looked over the field. He then édrhis attention
to Ghost and Nemna.

"We have to get ready as soon as possible. | reaseland get those
harnesses made," Hawk said, then he turned artdwamds his

fighter.

Wilma walked back over to Nemna and placed her lmemiis shoulder.

"It is you whom | want to ride with," Wilma said thia smile.

"So it shall be," Nemna replied.

Chapier
Nemna and Ghost leapt in to the air and with ceqe dif their
massive wings, were gone from sight. Hawk turneBuok and noticed
that he had turned his attention to the small sirea
"What is it, Buck?" Hawk asked.
"While I was landing, | thought | saw something ofithe corner of
my eye. Then shortly after that | heard a splasgtwld we have to
find the Kalans," Buck said.

"We will my friend,"” Hawk replied.



Hawk and Wilma headed back to their fighters, sththeir engines

and lifted off heading back up to the Searcher.kByathered his

gear, then made his way back to his fighter amdbed in. Starting

the engines, he lifted off and started to headoyain Hawk and

Wilma. He glanced down and saw what looked likbadsw in the water
swimming close to the top, then it seem to disapp#ack leaned on

the throttle a little more and with in seconds bhadght up to Hawk

and Wilma.

"Hawk, did the guardians say what the Kalans lodke®" Buck asked.
"No," Hawk replied.

"Did you talk to the guardians about riding on theacks?" Buck
asked.

"Yes, the female they call Saphira has agreediaavalou to ride on
her. Emerald was a little hesitant at first, babuld understand
why," Hawk replied.

"Why was she hesitant?" Buck asked.

"Some time ago, she and Saphira were eating and bamans
approached. They didn't think nothing of it, thérofa sudden one
of them pierced her hide with a spear, injuring I$aphira used
her tail to knock some of them down, but there viecemany. If it
wasn't for Nemna, Ghost and Mathayis flying oveachat the time,
who knows what would have happened," Hawk replied.

"They attacked the dragons? | thought the humked &nd cared for
the dragons,” Buck said with a confused expressiohis face.

"Buck, you said when we first joined you that ybought you saw
something as you were landing. What did you see®Vkfasked.

"I'm not sure. It moved rather quickly, then | hebéinat splash.
But, after | took off from the planet surface, lut have sworn |
saw something swimming in the water just below e it
disappeared," Buck replied.

"Do you remember what it looked like?" Wilma asked.
"l just saw the outline of it. But, the outline ibfooked like the

old Earth crocodile. Which it can't be, can it?"cBuasked,
confused.



"Buck, you said earlier, that these guardians @xsested on old
Earth, right? Well, why not these crocodiles?" Véilasked.

Buck glanced over at Wilma's fighter. "Yeah, | daiy that, didn't
I?" Buck asked, thinking of what he told Wilma sl

Suddenly he turned his fighter back to the planet.

"Buck, where are you going?" Wilma asked.

"I know of someone that might be able to shed sligheon this.

I'll be back as soon as | can,"” Buck replied akdpeed harder on

the throttle.

Hawk glanced over at Wilma and Wilma glanced ovedavk. With in
seconds they both turned their fighters aroundséaded to follow
Buck back down to the planet surface. They caughwith Buck.
"What are you two doing here?" Buck asked.

"We're coming with you," Wilma replied.

"Buck, what do you have in mind?" Hawk asked.

"That woman we talked to that first night. | havether question
for her," Buck replied.

"What question?" Wilma asked.

"If there has been any humans that have disappédedk replied.
They soon arrived at the coastline just outsiddefsmall city.
They landed their fighters and started to entessthall run down
community on the outskirts of town. The little bibyat approached
them the day before greeted them again.

"Have you seen my sister?" he asked with tearsinyes.

"No, where did she go?" Buck asked as he knelt dosgide the boy.
"l don't know. We were playing over there this migdi' He pointed
towards a small stream that flowed in to the oc8atrned around
and she was gone. | thought she was playing hidesaek, so |
started to try to find her. But | couldn't find hemywhere," the

boy said as he started to cry.

"l want you to think really hard. Has any of théets disappeared



from the city or from here?" Buck asked.

"I heard a woman disappeared from the city a dagoaago,"” the boy
replied wiping the tears from his eyes.

"We'll try to find your sister. Stay away from trgiteam and the
ocean, okay?" Buck said.

The little boy nodded and ran off.
"This is not good," Buck said as he started totowards the city.
"What's not good?" Wilma asked running alongsidekBu

"That little boy's sister disappearing. He talkedHawk and myself
when we first arrived here. The next person weethlo was a woman
in the city," Buck replied running as fast as haldo

Hawk and Wilma stayed as close as possible to BBigkk headed for

the small alley-way that he and Hawk had used whenvoman helped
them. He came to the small worn down house. Hekathao answer. He
knocked again, still no answer. Buck slowly glaneedund and

started to open the old wooden door. Buck, Hawk\afilcha slowly
entered. They could see that something had happeleel house.

What little furniture there was was turned upsidedpothe table

where they sat at was broken into pieces. Bucletuto Hawk.

"They did this!" Buck said as he ran back outside.
"Who did this, Buck?" Wilma asked.

"The Kalans, somehow they found out she helpethatsnight,” Buck
replied looking up and down the small street.

Buck ran to the small house across the alley-waykaocked on the
door. An older woman answered.

"Can you tell me where that woman that lives acfaas you went?"
Buck asked.

The woman looked up and down the small alley-wagnead back to Buck
and smiled. "Mountains," she whispered as she d@ltdsdoor.

Buck turned towards Hawk and Wilma. "We have td fier," Buck said
as he started to run back towards the coast.

Hawk and Wilma followed. Buck reached his fightadavithin moments



was air-born and heading towards the mountains.

"Buck, there are a lot of mountain ranges here. ldoswou going to
find her?" Wilma asked.

"This woman is smart. She's staying away from atiewways. There
are natural springs in the mountains. She'll hdaety of drinking
water, and no Kalans," Buck replied. Buck thoughtd moment.
"Where would be the safest mountain?" he asked.

Hawk thought for a moment. "The mountain of therdians!" Hawk
replied.

"But we didn't see anyone on the mountain whenleve back across
it," Wilma said.

"There's some small caves towards the top. A peplace to hide,"
Hawk replied.

"Of course, there's also a small pond on the tape@Mmountain. |
saw it when Nemna and | flew over it catching ughdawk," Wilma
replied.

As they approached the mountain of the guardiamesnovement
caught Wilma's attention.

"There, on the plateau! | saw some movement," Wéirauted.
"Where?" Buck asked.
"In that small clearing, close to the edge," Wilraplied.

Buck and Hawk looked down at the clearing they giawilma was
talking about.

"l don't see anything, Wilma. Are you sure you samnething?" Buck
asked still scanning the clearing.

"I'm sure | saw something. It was there only fan@ment before
disappearing in to the trees," Wilma replied.

"It has to be her," Hawk said.
"Lets hope so," Buck replied.

Moments later they set all three fighters dowrhm $mall clearing.
Buck, Hawk and Wilma climbed out of their fighteimultaneously



and started running towards the trees where Witmatke figure run
into. About fifty to one hundred yards in, Buck,waand Wilma
stopped.

"Where did she go?" Wilma asked looking around.

"She's close by," Hawk said.

"But where?" Buck asked.

A moment later they heard a soft voice coming fadomgside them.

"I'm here," the voice said softly.

Buck, Hawk and Wilma turned their heads towardsdihection the
voice came from.

"Where are you?" Buck asked, walking towards saeest

"Up here," the voice replied.

Buck looked up, and sitting on a large branch aledglt feet up was

the woman. She looked down at Buck and smiled. Hamek\Wilma walked

over to where Buck was standing.

"Do you remember me? We came to your home a feltsi@go. You told
us to find the guardians,” Buck said.

"I remember. I'm sorry | ran, but | was scaredé¢ wwoman replied.

"Do you need help getting down?" Hawk asked, asdmee in to the
woman's view under the tree.

She shook her head and slowly started climbing désrshe stepped
on the last tree branch, she sat down.

"I think you should move," she said, motioning Fawk and Buck to
move.

Hawk and Buck took a few steps back and watcheétdeagroman jumped
down. She stood up straight and started brushirggheff.

"How did you get up there so fast?" Wilma asked.

The woman looked over at Wilma. "If you're scaredwgh, you can do
anything," she replied with a smile.



Chaptér 1

Wilma smiled and gently nodded. A few moments |atee woman calmed
down and turned toward Buck.

"What happened? Why did you leave your home andwdsyit torn
apart?" Buck asked.

"Shortly after you and your friend left. | heardms®noise coming

from the alley. | blew out the candle and peeketsida. | saw three
men walking quickly towards my home. | didn't knewuo they were, so
| climbed out of the bedroom window and ran as &astk could to a
friend’'s home down the street. She told me thasalfest place

would be up on the mountain. | knew you'd probabigne back, so |
had her tell my neighbor across from me to justasay/word to you

if you came there. That word was "mountain” | didvant to endanger
her either. | started to make my way up the mouardaring the

middle of the night. | heard something behind noel sied to

climb even faster. | got about half way up when ohthe guardians
flew over. | called out as loud as | could, buidrd think it

heard me. | started to climb again, but then adl etidden it was
standing in front of me. | told him what had hapgetand he told me
that I'd be safe here on the mountain," the woraah s

"Did you notice anything about those men that ceomgour home that
evening?" Buck asked.

"Yes, it's what scared me the most. Their eyesy tere glowing,"
the woman replied.

"Glowing?" Hawk asked.

"Yes, at first | thought it might have been the W light was
hitting them. But then when the light was not oanthanymore, they
still glowed," the woman replied.

"Are you sure you'll be okay up here?" Wilma asked.

"Yes, | found a small cave in the side of the maumtnot
far from here," she replied.

"Good, stay there. Don't go down to the town foything. When we
went through that small village on our way to ybouse, a small boy
said his baby sister was missing. She was clofectavater's edge
when she disappeared. Do you know if any of theleeia the city



disappeared?" Buck asked..

"A little girl?" The woman hung her head for a marthen looked up
at Buck and Hawk again. "I know of at least thresybe four people
who have disappeared the past few weeks," the woemdied.

"We have to go back up to our ship and get readetp the
guardians,” Hawk said placing his hand on the wdsrgtroulder.

"You found the guardians?" she asked with exciténmeher voice.

"Yes, we've talked with them and we've come up w@ifilan to find
the Kalans," Buck replied.

"We have to leave for a while. We'll be back sody¢tk said, as he
turned and started to walk towards his fighter.

Hawk and Wilma smiled at the woman and gave a hgitt. They ran to
catch up with Buck, who was already climbing irhite fighter.

Before long, all three fighters were on their waghup to the

Searcher.

"Hawk, how long will it take you to make those hesses?" Buck asked.
"Not long, why?" Hawk asked.

"Every minute delays our search for the Kalans,£lBreplied.

"Buck, Hawk and I could ride with out a harness.\"W&eiden on their
backs for hours. Hawk's time has just been redtze@caking only

one harness," Wilma said.

"That's true Buck. | can have your harness made iwitwo hours,"
Hawk replied.

Buck nodded his head. "Okay, lets do it." Buck tjatufor a moment.
"When we get back to the Searcher, we have tolstdpe sick bay.

| have another question to ask Lela," Buck said.

As they approached the Searcher, there was d$®edircher to Buck."”

"Buck to Searcher, go ahead."”

"Buck, your landing pad is number two, Hawk, yoisrpad three and
Col. Deering, yours is pad four."

"Buck's.. two, Hawk's.. three and Deering's.. 4ficmed. Buck



out."

"Searcher out."

"Now that's service," Buck said chuckling.

Buck entered first, followed by Hawk, then Wilméhély landed in
their designated landing pad, shut down their exggand climbed out.
Buck walked over to the hanger chief. "We needhagte ships
re-fueled and ready to go with in two hours," Backered.

"All three? It'll take at least six hours," the an chief replied.

"Six hours? We need to get back down to the plasetoon as
possible!" Buck replied.

"Sorry Captain, but we have to let the ship's eegrool down
before we can re-fuel,” the chief replied.

"How about if you only have to re-fuel one shipwk asked, walking
over to Buck and the hanger chief.

The hanger chief thought for a moment. "l can rawe ship re-fueled
with in two hours. As long as it's Hawk's ship. Eisp has a

strange cooling system on it, which cools the emgiown with in
thirty minutes, where ours takes a good hour td, ttlee hanger
chief replied.

"Do it," Hawk ordered.

Buck looked at Hawk. "Hawk, all three of us cam'trfto your
ship,” Buck said.

"No, but there are other fighters in here thatfaeted and ready
to go," Hawk replied, glancing around at the offigditers.

Buck looked around at all the fighters then turhisdattention back
to Hawk. "Good idea," Buck said smiling.

Buck and Hawk turned and walked away. Wilma stopthe doors,
waiting.

"What was that about?" Wilma asked, as they apjexhc
"Just a little stratagy," Buck replied.

"You wanted to go sick bay and ask Lela somethimyifha asked.



"Yeah, then go up and talk to the Admiral. Thatidti@ive Hawk
plenty of time to make that harness," Buck replied.

They left the hanger and headed for sick bay. T dpened, and
they entered. Inside Lela was slowly walking arothelroom with
help from one of the nurses.

"Lela, 1 have another question | need to ask yBuck said.
Lela smiled, the nurse slowly walked her back dweener bed.

"What is it, Buck?" she asked, as the nurse hdfgednto the bed
and covered her up with a small blanket.

"Lela, about what time of day did the disappearammzur?” Buck
asked.

Lela thought for a moment. "The ones that | knoywoatured in the
early morning or late afternoon,"” Lela replied.

"Did any of them occur during late morning or eatfiernoon?" Buck
asked.

"No, never," Lela replied.

"Thank you Lela, that helps a lot," Buck said, agdrned and
walked out of the sick bay. Wilma and Hawk stooeréhfor a moment,
both with a confused expression.

Buck headed for the computer room.

Chapter 14

Buck sat down at one of the computer tables andkeltkinto the
planet's natural inhabitants. On the screen apgehuenans and some
non-dangerous creatures such as deer, rabbitgntsbirds. He

then typed in the word "Kalans" but nothing appdakée typed in the
word crocodile. It showed a picture of the croceslibn old Earth.

He noticed the outline was the same shape as #uowshhe saw in the
water.

"How can that be?" he thought to himself. He sthtteread about
the crocodile.




(Crocodile)

On Earth in the 20th century, there were 14comnpaciss of large
reptiles included in the family Crocodylidae (ord&ocodylia) which
also included the alligators and the gavial. Likemcodilians,

the crocodiles that remain are primarily distrilslitbroughout the
tropical regions of the world. Species occur inhbsdltwater and
freshwater habitats. Crocodiles are generally oamons feeding on
invertebrates, fish, other reptiles and amphibiaimds, and
mammals-practically any animal they can overpoweew, very
narrow-snouted species are believed to subsisaplynon fish.
Crocodiles are primarily aquatic and nocturnalyileg the water
only to bask by day or to build their nests. Sopecges construct
burrows into the banks of rivers or lakes wherg gpgend part of
their time.

These animals are powerful predators with largehtaed strong jaws.
Large adults of some species may exceed 20 ft (6 fahgth and are
capable of overpowering and eating large grazingnmals, even
occasionally humans. The webbed feet, flattenddatadl placement
of the nostrils, eyes, and ears on raised aretsedfead are
adaptations for an aquatic existence. The raissttilso eyes, and
ears allow the animals to float almost completalyrserged while
still monitoring their environment.

Buck sat back in the chair and rubbed his handsugir his hair.
"If this is what | saw, how did they go unnoticeetd for so long?
If they really are crocodiles, why is it they'ret isted in the
habitants?" Buck asked himself softly.

"What are you reading about Buck?" a voice saidnioelim.

He turned quickly to see Wilma and Hawk standinigirioe him.

"l was reading about crocodiles," Buck replied.

"What's a crocodile?" Hawk asked.

"I'l show you," Buck replied. He pulled up the mdie on
crocodiles and clicked on the pictures. "This ithbelieve | saw
when | was taking off from that field yesterdayUdk said,
pointing to the picture.

"Are you sure?" Wilma asked.

"I'm positive. It has the same outline | saw," Bueglied.



"What about the guardians?" Hawk asked.
Buck typed in "guardians” and nothing appeared.

"Maybe, guardians isn't listed because they doarityeople coming
to Osjewelco to hunt them," Wilma said.

"That's a good possibility," Buck replied.
"Turn it back to the creatures," Hawk said.

"You mean the crocodiles?" Buck asked, as he diddexk to the
pictures of the crocodiles.

"Have you ever seen one of those up close?" Hakédagazing at the
pictures.

"I've only seen them in captivity. But there weeparts of
man-eating crocodilians in the Florida Evergladas ia Australia,"”
Buck replied.

"They must be huge to take down a full grown métaivk said.
"Not always, in some cases the crocodile might belgbout 7 to 8
feet long and still have the ability to take dowder or a human,"
Buck replied glancing up at Hawk.

"Do you really think this is what you saw?" Hawlked.

"I'm pretty sure. It has the same outline and Hmesshape as the
thing | saw in the water," Buck replied.

"Buck, are you sure you're spelling Kalans righdlma asked.

"I'm pretty sure. But language has changed so rthepast five
hundred years, | could be wrong," Buck replied.

"Try spelling it, "K.a.a.l.a.n.s,"” Wilma said.

"Il give it a try," Buck replied, as he startealtiype in Wilma's
spelling of Kaalans.

Within moments a file came up on the screen.

"I'll be, there is something about them. Great\jgbma," Buck said,
looking up at Wilma smiling.



Buck started to read the information on the "Kaslan

"It says that the Kaalans come from a planet abeatlight years
away. Their own planet was ravaged by a diseasag &6 them were
able to leave, but most died. The planet was mesitgr and some
land. It says that the Kaalans, are an amphibioeetere that feed
mainly on fish, small animals and birds that cao® ¢lose to the
water's edge." Buck glanced up at Hawk and Wilrh&e'old Earth
crocodiles." Buck turned his attention back tosbeeen and
continued reading. "The Kaalans consist of a gh&®mous cloud of
gas and are able to take the form of anything tioeye in contact
with, animal or human." Buck turned to Hawk andiél "That's why
the woman saw the glowing eyes," he said as hieedioff the
computer.

"They're kind of like the shape-shifters we founmdAggon 3 a couple
of years ago," Wilma said.

"Yeah, but those shifters didn't eat people,” Breglied, as he

stood and faced Hawk. "How long did you say it vabtalke you to make
that riding harness for me?" Buck asked with a eomed look on his
face.

"I'm on it right now," Hawk replied, and he turnadd walked out of
the computer room.

"We need to let the Admiral know what we found dhen." Buck
hesitated for a moment. "Then | need to talk tal"d@Buck said.

"Why?" Wilma asked.

"l can't believe I'm going to ask her this, big d@ur only real
chance of finding them," Buck replied hanging res.h.

"Buck, you're not going to ask her to be the lai¢, you?" Wilma
asked, shaking her head.

Buck looked up and gazed into Wilma's eyes. "Yhs,feplied, as he
turned and started to walk out of the computer room

Wilma quickly walked out behind him. She grabbedtlraf Buck's arm
and turned him around to face her. "Do you thinkvkl#@s going to let
you put a member of his people in danger?" Wilnkeds

"I told you, it's the only way to find them. She mitobe in danger,
we'll be there to protect her,"” Buck replied, mgjlhis arm away
from Wilma's grip.



"Buck, there has to be another way!" Wilma saidligu

Buck ingnored Wilma and started to walk towardshihidge.
Wilma watched as Buck didn't even look back. "lI'callow him to
put her in danger like that. | understand he wamfsd them, but
there has to be a different way," she said sadtljdrself as she
turned and walked down the corridor in the oppaditection. She
found herself outside of Hawk's quarters. "l havéet him know
what Buck wants to do," Wilma said to herself. 8hecked on the
door.

"Enter," Hawk replied.

The door opened and Wilma entered Hawk's quartdesvk, Buck has an
idea on how to find the Kaalans," Wilma said.

"l know, he wants to use Lela as bait," Hawk raplie
"You knew?" she asked.

"Yes, | know Buck. | knew he'd want to use someghimat would
really draw them out of hiding," Hawk replied.

"So, you're okay with it?" Wilma asked.

"No, I'm not okay with it. | don't want Lela to ipdaced in any kind
of danger."” Hawk hung his head for a moment thekdd back up at
Wilma. "That's why I'm going to be the bait," Haaid.

"Hawk, you can't!!"" Wilma replied.

"Can you think of another bird person?" Hawk asked.

Wilma hung her head and shook it slowly. "No," siglied.

Chapiér

"Where is Buck now?" Hawk asked, as he placed &nedss on the
table.

"He's gone up to talk to the Admiral about somegHiwvilma replied.

Hawk gave a light nod and started to walk towah#sdoor. Hawk



stopped and turned his head slightly to look ov@shoulder at
Wilma. "It's the only way," he said. Hawk placed hand on the
control panel, the door opened and he exited lastgrs turning in
the direction of the bridge.

Wilma stood there momentarily, not believing whatvk just said.
"How can he risk his own life like that?" she thbtugp herself. She
slowly walked out the door and headed for the leridgrself.

Up on the bridge Buck was explaining to the Admivaht his plan was
to lure the Kaalans out of hiding.

"Is Lela all right with this idea?" Asimov asked.
"l haven't talked to her yet about it," Buck reglie

Just then the door to the meeting room opened amektdnd Wilma
entered.

"I'm not going to allow you to put Lela’s life irdger, Buck. If
there's going to be any kind of bait, it's goindbeome," Hawk said.

Buck turned and gazed at Hawk.

"Buck, Lela is still too weak to do this. If shedn run, she
wouldn't be able to. No, I'm going to be the bai #here's no
arguing about it," Hawk said, as he turned and adalbut of the
meeting room.

Buck turned towards the Admiral. "We can't let kWimthis," Buck
said.

"Why not Buck? You were willing to put Lela's lien the line and
she's injured. Why shouldn't Hawk do it?" Wilma ek

Buck stood there for a moment, with a confused lookis face.
"Il have to go along with Hawk's idea of him bgithe bait, Buck.
He can run a lot faster plus he'll have his wedpthe, Admiral
replied.

Buck turned to leave, but Wilma stopped him.

"Buck, why were you willing to put Lela in dangégyt you're not
willing to put Hawk in danger?" Wilma asked softly.

Buck sighed and hung his head. "l figured Lela wWda¢ more to their



liking, her being like the others," Buck repliedtso

"Buck, it doesn't matter what kind of bird persbeyt are. Those
creatures are now kiling humans," Wilma replied.

"l know. It's just that..."
"You don't want to lose a friend?" Wilma asked lgoft

Buck walked away. Wilma stood there while the Adiwalked up
behind her.

"He's afraid of losing someone again, isn't he#nAs asked.
"Yes sir," Wilma replied.

"Hawk is a very resourceful man." Asimov hesitateda moment. "I
should say, bird person.”

Wilma turned towards the Admiral and smiled. "$igwk's ship should
be about ready. We should start heading down teldreet," Wilma
said.

Asimov nodded. "Be careful,” he replied.

Hawk returned to his quarters and was picking ephdrness he had
made for Buck to use. A moment later a light knatkis door.

"Enter," Hawk replied, as he finished gatheringthisgs.
Buck entered and slowly walked over and stood teexhe portal.

"Hawk, | want to explain why | was going to used.ak the bait. She
told me before that the Kaalans didn't start igliumans until

they thought all of her people were gone. Then wheg found out
she was still alive, they wanted her. | figureniéy want her that

bad, they'll come out of hiding to get her. You kniid never let
anything harm her,"” Buck said.

"l know. But in her condition, she wouldn't havelance if she had
to run even a short distance," Hawk replied.

"I know. | guess | wasn't really thinking," Buckigas he turned to
look out the portal.

Hawk walked over and stood next to him. "You'ré lskhming yourself
for what happened to Koori, aren't you?" Hawk aslkecthe looked out



the portal.

"Yes, if it wasn't for me taking her out of the eawthat day.. she
would still be alive today," Buck replied.

"Buck, it wasn't entirely your fault, I'm just asioh to blame as

you are, if not more. If I'd not attacked everypstiat passed

close to Throm, or attacked every human outpostihd, Koori would
still be alive and we'd still be together on Throkawk replied.

Buck glanced over at Hawk. "Hawk, humans murdeid yhole village.
| would have done the same thing," Buck said.

"No, you wouldn't have. You would have gone to abghorities to
seek justice. | took justice into my own hands,WKaeplied,
turning to Buck.

Just then the door buzzed. Hawk walked over anzedlais hand
against the control panel. The door opened ane t$terod Lela.

"Lela? What are you doing out of bed?" Hawk askexdping her into
his quarters and sitting her gently down in a chair

"l heard that Buck has a plan to lure out the Kasaknd it includes
me," Lela said.

"l did. But | changed my mind Lela, it's way to deanous. Hawk is
going to be the bait," Buck replied, walking overher.

"l should be the bait, it's me they want," Lelaliexp

"No!" Hawk shouted.

"Why not?" Lela asked.

"Like Buck said, it's too dangerous. You couldat fast enough if
you had to." Hawk placed his hand on her shouldard I'm not
willing to lose another one of my kind," Hawk regali

"But Hawk, I..."

"l said NO! Lela," Hawk said loudly.

Lela started to stand, Buck went to her side atgkkdener up. "I'l
take you back to sick bay,” Buck said.

Lela nodded. Buck slowly and carefully escortedallgdck to sick bay,



where Dr. Goodfellow was pacing the floor. The dopened with a
whoosh.

"There you are! I've been worried. Why did you keaick bay without
an nurse to assist you?" Goodfellow asked, helpergoack into bed.

"l had to speak to Hawk." Lela hung her head. dormry if | made
you worry," she said softly.

"My dear girl, you must stay in bed for all of yowounds to heal
properly. If you wanted to talk to Hawk, all youdhto do was ask,"
Goodfellow said, as he pulled the blanket up oegr h

Buck walked over to Lela's bedside. "Lela, | wartte@pologize. |
never should have thought about using you to leetaalans out of
hiding," Buck said, looking down at the floor, shekhis head no.

"Buck, you have nothing to apologize for. You wasing common sense,
that's all," Lela replied, placing her hand geotlyBuck's hand.

Buck looked into Lela's eyes. He placed his otlaerdhon top of hers.
"l swear, we will find them," Buck said.

Lela smiled. "I know you will. You and Hawk haveettook of
determination in your eyes." Lela hesitated foramant. "But please,
be careful, and make sure Hawk is well protectezlahid | may be the
last of our kind," Lela said.

"l promise, they won't get near him," Buck replipdfting her hand.
Just then the ship's intercom crackled. "CaptaigedR®) report to
hanger 4."

Buck smiled. "I guess it's time. We'll be in conteath the

Searcher at all times. I'll make sure Dr. Goodielis up-dated
regularly,” Buck said, as he turned and walkedajube sick bay.

In the hanger, Hawk was holding Buck's harnesssadne arm.

"Is that Buck's harness?" Wilma asked, gazing. at it

"Yes, | also made you something. Nemna told meybathad to shift
a few times. So | made you a pad with a grip," Haggied, handing

the pad to Wilma.

"That wasn't necessary, Hawk." Wilma blushed. "Bo#&nk you."



A moment later the hanger door opened and Buckehte

"Are we ready to go?" Buck asked.

"Yes, here's your harness," Hawk replied, handingkBhe harness.
"Okay, let's go get those murderers," Buck said.

Wilma and Hawk stood there with shocked expresswontheir face. It
was the first time they've ever heard Buck usesmbed murderers.

Buck made his way to one of the fighters.

Buck turned around and saw them standing therell,"#&/e you coming
or not?" he asked.

Wilma nodded and walked over to her fighter, Havdtked over to the
War Hawk. They climbed in and with in moments werepelled out of
the launch tube and out in to space.

"Buck, are you all right?" Wilma asked, with conzer
"I'm fine, why?" Buck replied.

"It's just that word you used. | never heard yopishefore,"
Wilma replied.

"What word is that, Wilma?" Buck asked.
"Murderers," Wilma replied.

"Well, that's what they are. They murdered all lseteeople and now
they're murdering the human inhabitants," Buckieepl

The rest of the journey down to the planet wastqie the three
ships came over the ridge just to the west of tledjan's mountain.
They could see four of the guardians and the wosteamding in a
circle. Laying in the center of the circle was Matis. Nemna, Ghost,
Saphira and Emerald were standing on their rearvetdn their wings
fully extended and their heads lowered. Kneelinfyjant of Mathayis
was the woman.

Buck, Hawk and Wilma forced their throttles forwaiidhey flew past
the gathering to a clearing close to where thepdotlne woman.
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They landed and quickly ran over to the guardiamisthe woman. Hawk
continued inside of the circle, while Buck and Walistopped on the
outer edge. Hawk knelt down next to the woman.

"What happened?" Hawk asked.

"l was gathering some fruit and herbs in that sola#ring, when |
heard a soft and mournful growl. When | approachdathayis was
laying here as if he was basking in the sun engpfie warmth. |
asked him if he was all right, he turned his head @asked me to
gather the others." The woman reached out ancedt&mtgently
stroke Mathayis's head. "When we returned, he was,§ she said,
with tears flowing down her cheek.

Wilma stood next to Nemna, tears swelling in harseyshe placed her
hand gently on Nemna's neck. Nemna turned his $lggddly to look
at Wilma.

With his head still lowered. "We have lost a brothmt he passed
in a place he loved," Nemna said, softly.

Wilma lowered her head and wept softly as she stitdktemna's neck.
Hawk placed his hand gently on Mathayis's head@ndred his head.
Buck, who was standing between Ghost and Saphineduand walked
away. Ghost and Saphira turned their attentionuckBwho was
starting to lift a large rock.

"What are you doing?" Ghost asked.

Buck looked over towards Ghost. "He deserves abuBuck replied,
as he carried the rock over and placed it next aphislyis's body. He
then walked back over and started to retrieve amnathe.

Hawk stood and walked over to Buck, he reached dananpicked up
another rock and carried it over to Mathayis's bauly placed it

next to the one Buck had brought over. Wilma amdvwbman soon
started to assist Buck and Hawk. Time passed, s@aas evening.

The sun was setting and the guardians still eecirMathayis's

grave. Their heads still lowered and their wingkfatl extended.

Buck, Hawk, Wilma and the woman sat between ea¢heofjuardians
through-out the night. The next morning, Buck, Haavkl Wilma woke to
see the guardians and the woman still gatherechdrthe grave.

"How long are they going to mourn Mathayis?" Bueked, in a soft
voice.



"As long as it takes," Hawk replied.

Just then all four guardians threw their heads laack

simultaneously let out an ground shaking roar.ds\wo deep and
strong the ground moved under Buck, Hawk, and Wafeet, causing
them to lose their balance. After they regained fhetage, Buck
slowly walked over to the stone grave. He drewnlegpon from its
holster, took aim at the stones that covered Mahay

"Buck? What are you doing?" Wilma asked, with azted look on her
face.

"This will preserve his body, so everyone and eiemyg on this
planet will remember what he and the others have dduck replied,
as he started to squeeze the trigger.

The weapon fired, turning a few of the stones boight red. Hawk
and Wilma drew their weapons as well and firedithe stones.

"Let us help,"” Ghost said, as he and the othens drdeep breath.

All four guardians lowered their heads down to riheks that formed
Mathayis's grave. They opened their mouths andhaiged fire so hot
that with in seconds every stone was shining &aottilred. The
extreme heat transformed the dull, gray rocks antcansparent
crystal, encasing Mathayis's body forever.

The guardians looked over at Buck. "Thank you, lmother," Ghost
said, softly.

Buck slowly nodded his head.

"We know Mathayis asked you to bring any KaalanggoWe wish to
change that request. If you find any Kaalans, dggtiem,” Nemna
said.

"If that is what you want, so it shall be done, \Wkareplied.

Buck looked up at the sky. "It's to early in theeaioon to hunt for
them. We'll start our search about sunset.” Buoketi to Hawk. "Are
you sure you want to do this?" Buck asked.

"It's the only way," Hawk replied.

"Do what?" Ghost asked, looking at Buck.



"Hawk is going to be the bait to lure the Kaalaos af hiding,"
Buck replied.

"NO!" the woman shouted.
"It's the only way," Hawk said.

"No, there's another way." She hesitated for a nrmbn'iéll be the
bait," she said.

"NO! We will not lose our mother," Ghost shouted.

"But they want me..."

"l said, No," Ghost repeated.

Buck, Hawk and Wilma stood there confused.

"Did you call her your mother?" Wilma asked.

"Yes. This woman's ancestors have been caringsfaragons over
thousands of years. Ever since the first guardiaga@h was born.
She carries with her the knowledge of her ancesg&is will pass it
on to her daughter and her daughter shall passtiv ders. It

will continue until we, the guardians are no longeeded. When no

evil is left," Nemna replied, looking at Wilma.

"That might be some time. There's still a lot of eut there,"
Buck replied.

"We know. But, one day it will end," Nemna replied.

Buck turned to the woman. "That is why you helpsdisn't it?" Buck
asked.

"Yes, | knew Hawk and yourself were the ones tloatlct help the
guardians end the terror on this planet. I'm jostysl didn't tell
you who | was. Please, forgive me?" the woman asked

"There is nothing to forgive. You were protectiigm and yourself.

You didn't know who we were or what our cause Wds.don't even know
your name," Hawk said.

"My name is Gemka," Gemka replied, smiling.

"Gemka was not our adopted mother when we were B&gou can tell,
she's much to young. Her great, great grandmothsrour adopted



mother. But in her is the knowledge of our kind.yida it will be
her great grand-daughter who will care for the meh," Ghost said.

"If you don't mind me asking. Why do you need apdd mother when
your mother cares for you?" Wilma asked.

Saphira walked over to Wilma. "Our true mother Uigubes about two
years after our birth. We are still very vulneradle¢hat age. Our

fire lungs have not developed yet. We can huntwroavn, but we

still need nurturing and ... love," Saphira replied

"l believe every living thing needs that," Wilmadsamiling.

"You must excuse us, we must feed now," Nemna aaithe spread his
wings. With one flap of his wings, he was air-bofhe others

followed close behind.

"Il go get us something to eat as well," Gemkid.sa

"May | help you?" Wilma asked.

As Wilma and Gemka searched for fruit. Wilma gguazled expression
on her face.

"What is wrong, Wilma?" Gemka asked.

"I'm a little confused,” Wilma replied as she slgwlt the fruit on
the ground.

"About what are you confused about?" Gemka asketking over to
Wilma.

"The guardians told Hawk and Buck that after a é®bpndred years,
and after mating the males die. Nemna and Ghostoaneg, but
Mathayis was very old. How did he survive?" Wilnsked.

"My mother told me that Mathayis was a special dizar. He was very
old and wise. She told me that Mathayis never matedmka replied.

"That must be the key then. Since he never matetivéd longer.
Did you know how old he was?" Wilma asked.

"My mother's mother told her that Mathayis was hehen she was born.
And that he was very old then," Gemka replied.

"Gemka, is your mother still living?" Wilma asked.



Gemka turned and smiled. "Yes, she lives in a sniialje not far
from the city," Gemka replied.

"Is that the village where Lela came from?" Wilnsked.

"No. The small village where she lives now is uphie mountains on
the other island," Gemka replied.

"The island of Saphira and Emerald?" Wilma asked.
"Yes," Gemka answered.

"Gemka, do you think your mother knows anythingglibe Kaalans?"
Wilma asked, as she picked up the fruit from theugd.

"She knows more about them than | do," Gemka replie
"Do you think she'd help us?" Wilma asked.
Gemka smiled and nodded. "I'm sure she would."

They carried the fruit they had gathered back twlidand Buck. Wilma
told them about Gemka's mother and that she migjptthem.

"You and Buck stay here. I'll take Gemka in my feghand we'll go
talk to her mother," Hawk said.

"All right Hawk. But don't be gone too long. Thenswill set in
about three hours,"” Buck replied.

"We'll be back way before that time." Hawk turnedGemka. "Are you
ready Gemka?" Hawk asked.

Gemka nodded. Hawk and Gemka walked quickly oveheéd/Nar Hawk. He
helped her in then he climbed in, shut the hatchstarted the
engines. With in moments the War Hawk was gone.

Chaxpl7
A short time later, Ghost, Nemna, Saphira and Elcheqgpeared. They
glided past Buck and Wilma, circled then landeth@tsdistance away.
Buck and Wilma walked over to them.

"Where is Hawk and Gemka?" Nemna asked, glanciogrer.



"Hawk took Gemka to see her mother. She says #rainbther would
have more information about the Kaalans," Wilmdieep

Nemna looked up towards the sky. "I hope they resaon. It'll be
sunset in about an hour," Nemna said.

Saphira glanced down at Wilma. "You and your freade determined to
find the Kaalans, aren't you?" Saphira asked.

"Yes, we will not leave this planet until we hav#her captured or
disposed of all of them. They're a threat to f&lflbrms on this
planet,” Wilma replied.

Saphira lowered her head and placed it gently dm&é arm. Wilma
lowered her head and rested it briefly on Saphirees].

On the island, Hawk and Gemka sat and listenecevddmka's mother
told them everything she knew about the Kaalans.

"Thank you for all your help, Jadia," Hawk said.

"Tell me, is Lela going to be all right?" Jadia edkvith a concerned
voice.

Hawk smiled and gently nodded. "She's going taree"f

"Hawk, we should leave and get back to the othessglmost time.
And they'll be waiting," Gemka said.

Hawk turned to face Gemka. "You're right, GemkagiuK turned his
attention back to Jadia. "Thank you again for aliryhelp," Hawk
said, as he removed his glove to shake Jadia's hand

"I'm sorry | didn't have more information for youlddia said,
shaking Hawk's hand.

"It was more than enough," Hawk replied.

Gemka walked over and embraced her mother.
"Be careful, my daughter,” Jadia whispered, softly.
"l will, Mother,” Gemka replied, softly.

Jadia glanced over at Hawk. "Hawk, please be darEfey are very
knowledgeable of surprise attacks,” Jadia saidnwgrHawk.



Hawk nodded. "So am I," he replied with a smile.

Gemka broke her embrace from her mother and baakeg. "We have to
go, mother," Gemka said.

Jadia followed Gemka and Hawk out the door and kest@s they climbed
into the War Hawk. Hawk started the engines.

"You could stay here with your mother," Hawk sajthncing over his
shoulder at Gemka.

Gemka sighed. "No, I can't,” she replied, her syeslling with
tears. Gemka glanced out the window at her motBée is training
my daughter to carry on in the ancestors way. Inmrinterfere,”
Gemka said, with tears on her face.

Hawk glanced out the window at Gemka's mother.afjike, old woman
with gray hair and deep blue eyes that sparkleédarsunlight. He

then glanced back at Gemka. Her facial featureg wer same as her
mother's. Except, her eyes were an emerald green.

"What color are your daughter's eyes?" Hawk asked.

Gemka wiped the tears from her face and cheeks. éifes are deep
blue, like my mother's. Why do you ask?" she asked.

Hawk glanced back out the window and saw Jadianga¥ie waved back
and the War Hawk left the ground.

In flight, Hawk glanced back at Gemka. "Do you knatvat color your
ancestor's eyes were?" Hawk asked, as he guidedipisver the
ocean.

"My mother told me that all the women in my fanallgd my ancestors
had either deep blue or emerald green eyes," Gespliad.

"The color of the female guardians,” Hawk thoughhimself.

Back on the island, Buck and Wilma searched thesdkir Hawk's ship.
"Where are they?" Wilma asked.

"l don't know. If they're not back within the nditeen to twenty
minutes, we should go ahead and start searchirthdoKaalans," Buck

said.

Wilma and Buck gazed at each other.



"We can still ride on the guardian's back and dedat, our chances
of finding them has dropped by 1/3. They could ap@sywhere," Buck
said.

"Is that why you were going to use Hawk as baityring them
directly to you?" Saphira asked.

"Yes," Buck replied, looking over at Saphira.

"l can be the bait," Saphira said.

Buck and Wilma turned their attention to Saphira.
"What did you say?" Buck asked.

"l said, | can be the bait. What creature alive liddurn down a nice
large dragon dinner," Saphira said.

"No, Saphira. We can't allow you to put yourselflanger like that.
We will wait for Hawk," Wilma said.

"But if we wait much longer, it'll be too late. Wieust do it now,"
Saphira said.

Buck and Wilma glanced at one another.

"We'll wait another ten minutes. If they're not bdy then, we'll go
ahead and have Saphira be the bait,” Buck said.

"But Buck!" Wilma shouted.

"We can't wait, Wilma. If we wait too long, it'lebdark and we won't
be able to see them, which would make it more dangg" Buck replied.

"Don't worry, Wilma. I'll be fine," Saphira said.

Ghost slowly walked over to Saphira. "Please, befal" Ghost said,
gently rubbing his head and neck affectionatelyrafjs&saphira’'s neck.

Saphira returned the affection by gently rubbinghesad and neck
against Ghost's neck. "l will, don't worry," shédssoftly.

Wilma walked over to Nemna. "I'm frightened for iMgmna,” Wilma said.

"She'll be all right. I'm not going to let anythihgppen to either
one of them, or you," Nemna replied, as he lowéisdbody to the



ground for Wilma.

Wilma smiled, placed her left foot on to Nemnatmfrleg and swung
her other leg over.

Buck, watching how Wilma mounted Nemna walked deeEmerald. "I'm
Buck Rogers, | guess I'm your rider," Buck said.

Emerald looked at Buck. "I believe you are. | see glso have a
harness. Are you inexperienced at flying?" Emeaskkd.

"Flying fighters, yes. Riding on dragons, no," Bueklied.

"Well, Buck Rogers. This will be the first for usth. Things will be
a little different. In your craft, you are protedtby the metal that
surrounds you. On a dragon, I'm the one that ptetex. In flight,
you must lean with me, not against me. If you teamfar, you'll fall
to your death. If you don't lean far enough, wehlmuld die. Just
sit straight and hang on to the harness. Aftemanfinutes of diving
and soaring, you'll get the feel of it. Oh, one entiting, don't

kick me. I'm not a horse," Emerald said, as shesfed her body to
the ground.

Just as Buck was placing his left foot on Emerdidist leg. "There's
Hawk!" Wilma shouted, pointing towards the mounsain

"What took him so long?" Buck asked, as he finismedinting Emerald.

Hawk landed his fighter on the ridge behind them.ddickly exited the
ship and ran over to the others.

"Where's Gemka?" Ghost asked.

"l took her back to her mother's. It'll be a lotesdor her there,"
Hawk replied.

"Where are you going?" Hawk asked, looking up andkBand Wilma.

"We're going to find the Kaalans. Saphira is gamdpe the bait,"
Buck said.

"No, she's not!" Hawk shouted.

"Hawk, we didn't know when you'd be back. It's metlate and if we
don't leave now, we won't find the Kaalans," Buakls

"Jadia told me that the Kaalans come out at niyftér the moons



are full and remain out until just before sunri$éeve go out now,
we'll never find them," Hawk said.

"At night? How are we going to find them at night¥ilma asked, as
she climbed down off Nemna.

Hawk looked over at the dragons. "They'll find thiemus. Their
vision is better at night than in the day. Jads® abld me that the
Kaalans eyes glow more at night, making them e&sisee," Hawk
replied.

"That's right. Didn't Gemka say that she saw tbg#s as they came
towards her house that night?" Buck asked.

"Yes, she did. So | think it would be best if weitamtil the moons
are full. We won't be able to see too well, butghardians will.

I'll use a basic torch down by the water's edgeuled one of ours
they'd know it wasn't one of the villagers." Hawikrted towards
Saphira. "You are needed here. I'll be the baigik said.

Chapter 18

Buck, Hawk, Wilma and the guardians began going the plan to lure
the Kaalans out of hiding.

"Hawk, you said you wanted to use just an regulectt. If you use
that we won't really be able to see you that wBlutk became silent
for a moment. "We need more riders. With you ongtreund, that
leaves only Wilma and myself searching," Buck said.

"What about bringing another couple of pilots ddvam the
Searcher?"
Wilma asked.

"There's not enough time. They wouldn't be ablggbdown here in
time," Buck replied.

"There has to be a way," Wilma said.

Just then, Hawk heard a strange but familiar sotinsten!" Hawk
said, turning his attention to the sky.

Coming over the ridge were two fighters. They eidcthe group, then
landed close by the other fighters. Hawk, Buck Afidha walked
quickly over to the fighters. The engines shut dand the hatch



opened. Saphira, Emerald, Ghost and Nemna walkedydbehind Hawk,
Buck and Wilma.

"Sorry we're late Capt. Rogers," Murphy said, aaind the other
pilot climbed out of their fighters. "The Admirahige us a briefing
about what was going on. He sent us down to agsisin any way
needed,"” Anderson said.

Hawk, Buck and Wilma started smiling. "It looksdikve have two
extra sets of eyes," Buck said.

Buck smiled then glanced over at Hawk. "Okay, Hawkat's your
plan?"
Buck asked.

Buck, Wilma, Murphy and the others gathered araaralcircle.

"I'll stay close to the waters edge, but not taxsel You and the
guardians will be flying around close by. But, Indavant you too
close where they might see or hear you. I'll trgtaw them as far
away from the water as | can," Hawk replied.

"Hawk, what happens if one of the planets inhabi&taronders down to
the water's edge?" Wilma asked.

"l doubt that will happen. They're too frightenedcome out at
night, let alone get too close to the water. We'tdwave to worry
about that happening,” Hawk replied.

"Okay, sounds like we have a plan. Murphy, Johngoua,will ride on
Saphira and Emerald. Wilma, you'll ride on Nemnd Ehride on
Ghost," Buck said.

Murphy and Johnson nodded and glanced over atuhelgns. Saphira
and Emerald gently nodded to acknowledge them.

"Are these humans pilots like yourself?" Emerakieas
"Yes," Hawk replied.

"Then maybe they should take a flight with us te kew it will
feel,"

Saphira said.

"That's a good idea." Hawk turned to the othertgildMurphy,
Johnson, listen and do everything the guardians Bk said.



Murphy and Johnson walked over and stood nexté@tlardians.
Emerald and Saphira started to explain the mansukliey would make
and how to lean when they changed directions. Hcharal Saphira
both laid down and instructed Johnson and Murphtherprocedure of
mounting. Johnson and Murphy followed the instiutsithe guardians
gave them. Emerald and Saphira both stood and dalier to the edge.
The pilots glanced over the head of their ride send nothing but

open

air. They looked at one another with an unsureagldhen turned

their

heads and looked over at Hawk and Buck.

"Have no fear," Emerald said, softly to Johnson.

"You are our riders, but we are the protectors.\Wleot allow any
harm to come to you," Saphira said.

A moment later Saphira and Emerald spread thegsveand dove off
the cliff. The pilots at first were not sure on htavhold on, but

they soon realized all they had to do was relaxsdifti when the
time

came.

"Are you all right?" Saphira asked.

"I'm fine. This is amazing," Murphy replied.

All of a sudden Saphira changed direction withoatming. At first
Murphy was caught off guard but soon adjusted ¢octiange in the

proper manner.

"You did very well. I'm sorry | changed like thattivno warning. |
wanted to make sure you'd know how to adjust,” Bagaid.

"I understand. You wanted to make sure I'll be &blmake the shift
with out warning," Murphy replied.

Johnson and Emerald had gone through the same weaee®@nly Emerald
wanted to make sure her rider could stay on whik dive. At first

she flew level, then all of a sudden she dovedttaiown. She

stayed in the dive for about five hundred feet tle@rled out again.
"Whoa!!" Johnson shouted.

"Do you have fear?" Emerald asked.

"No, you just caught me off guard, that's all,” dsdn replied.



"You must be able to handle yourself while we aright. 1 will
be

searching also and | might not be able to givewatning if | have
to

change directions or go into a dive all of a sugtEmerald said.

"l understand. I'm sorry | failed you," Johnsordsai

"You did not fail me. But if we are to act as omes must act
together. A life will depend on us," Emerald said.

Johnson reached down and gently ran his hand &omegald's neck.
Without warning once again Emerald went into anothee. Only this
time Johnson didn't falter. He laid down along meck. She broke
her dive and leveled out once again.

"You did a good job. You relaxed and went with nined' she said.
"Can you tell me what we will be hunting for?" Jebn asked.

"We will be protecting Hawk and searching for thaakans,” Emerald
replied.

"Do you know what the Kaalans look like?" Johnsekedl.

"No. We know that their eyes glow an amber greemgitt and they
can inhabit any form they devour. They are murdeiallers. They've
murdered every one of the bird people that liveacpéully on this
planet. Now they have turned to kiling the humaltsey must be
stopped,” Emerald replied.

"It is time for us to return to the others. It'stgey late and
it's almost time," Saphira said.

As they joined up, Emerald and Saphira gently ndddeone another.
"It is time to return,” Saphira said.

They flew back to the ledge, Emerald landed fidtowed by

Saphira.

Johnson and Murphy dismounted and walked over tdgsvBuck and Wilma.
"How was it?" Buck asked.

"They are truly fine riders. They will be good ag oiders,"
Emerald replied.



Saphira glanced around and didn't see Hawk andtGiMWkere are our
brothers?" Saphira asked.

"Ghost took Hawk to just the other side of the eidgle dropped him
off there, then Hawk will start his way to the ldkem there. We are
to wait for thirty minutes then start our patrok Mants time to

get there and get things ready," Wilma replied.

"That is too dangerous. He should have waited $otoureturn.
Anything can happen during that time," Emerald .said

"That's what | told him. But he's determined to getryone of the
Kaalans tonight. He does have his weapon thoughe should be safe
enough,” Wilma said.

"You don't understand! Kaalans hunt in what you ansncall packs.
They never hunt alone. Hawk won't have a chancmstga pack of
them, not alone!" Emerald said, loudly.

"In packs?" Buck asked, with concern in his voice.

"Yes, one will be a decoy while the others cirtleit pray. While
the pray in focused on the decoy the others wélckis for all
sides. The Kaalans will use a child or small anifoah to lure in
their pray, then when the pray is fixed on the ltiney attack with
all their might. Tearing and shredding their prayteces,"
Saphira replied.

"We're not waiting thirty minutes we're going NOVBUck said as he
ran towards Ghost.

Ghost laid down and allowed Buck to mount with ioments. Wilma,
Johnson and Murphy did the same with Saphira, NeandeEmerald. With
in moments, all were air-borne and heading towtrdsarea where

Ghost had dropped off Hawk just a short time before

Hawk was slowly walking towards the pond, wherdi@aBuck said he
saw the outline of the shadow. He started to pdacal dim torches
around as he got closer to the water. He had ome toglace when
something caught his eye. In front of him was alelg not too close
to the water's edge, but close enough to be inetang

"You must leave," he shouted.

The person didn't move or turn their head towanas h

Hawk ran quickly towards them. "You must get awayf the water!" he



shouted.

The person finally turned towards Hawk. It was alsohild. Hawk
started to slow his pace as he approached the ldoking around
as he got closer. He was about to reach the clhi&hva lime green
light flashed in front of him. The child fell toelground. He
turned to see Buck and the rest walking quicklydms him.

"Why did you do that? You killed this child!" Hawjelled.

"Hawk, it was a set up. She was the bait and yab&erey. She was
placed here to attract you. | bet right now theecglrare gathering
close by," Buck explained.

"Bait? What are you talking about?" Hawk askednglag down at the
child.

"Lets leave this area. We need to talk some pldezevthey can not
hear or see us," Buck said.

As they were about to leave, Hawk glanced oveheatchild lying on
the ground not far from them. "Look," Hawk saidjrimg towards
the body.

They turned their heads to see the body startingrtoa amber

green mixed with white and orange lights. With if@& moments the
girl's body was gone. They slowly walked back aeethe body. There,
lying in the same area of the little girl's bodyere the remains of

an reptilian creature.

Chap19
"Hawk, did you recognize the little girl?" Buck &sk

"Yes, it was the girl from the city. The one heotrer was trying to
sell," Hawk replied.

"Now we know they can take on the form of othendlsi" Hawk said, as
he knelt down next to the remains.

"We should leave this area and come up with ardiffeplan.” Buck
looked down at the creatures remains. "What sheeldio with the
remains?"

"Leave it," Nemna replied.



"We could learn so much from it. If we could takep to the
Searcher,"” Wilma said.

"No, | have another idea. What would be the best twaring them out
of hiding, besides live bait?" Hawk asked, glanaipgat Buck.

Buck stood with a confused expression on his fdadon't know," Buck
replied, staring down at Hawk and the remains.

"How about the prey feeding on the attacker?" Hashked.
"Hawk!" Wilma said loudly.

"Hawk's right. He'll be claiming the kill, which turn might draw
them out of hiding," Buck replied, nodding.

"But how would that draw them out?" Saphira asked.

"They will see me feeding on one of them. That #havaw them out.
They will instinctively want to fight for the kill,Hawk replied.

"Hawk, that's too dangerous," Wilma said.
"Can you think of any thing better to draw themdudawk asked.

She stared at Hawk and Buck for a moment. "NonltcBut, please be
careful,” Wilma replied.

"Okay then, let's get out of here. The longer veg ghhe longer it'll
be before they come out," Buck said, as he walked and started to
mount Ghost.

Murphy, Johnson and Wilma walked over and stood teeihe other
guardians. Wilma turned. "Be careful, Hawk," she,sas she mounted
Nemna.

"l will keep a shape eye out. Most likely they witime from
different directions," Hawk replied.

Wilma nodded. After a few steps, Nemna leapt ihedir and was gone.
The others followed. Hawk started to gather sons&spplacing them in
a small circle. He then started to gather sticksnthes and placed
them in the center of the fire-ring. He drew hisapen and fired a

single shot into the ring filled with the branclae®l sticks. Within
seconds the branches and sticks burst into flareg&nelt down and
started to stir the wood around. He then pulledrémeains closer to



the outside of the ring in front of him. He reachikxvn and pulled
some food out of his bag and started to eat. Abautour had passed
and still no sign of the attackers. He reached damahpulled up

some more food and started to eat again. He hatbkesn a bite when
he heard a noise behind him. He stood slowly antetlaround.

A short distance from him were about five Kaaldtawk drew

his weapon. He heard another noise coming fronditleetion of the
water's edge. He glanced over his shoulder to see Kaalans walking
towards him. In the dark, their eyes glowed an argbeen. As they
came closer, their eyes glowed even brighter. Hawked back to the
first five that appeared and raised his weaponingasareful aim, he
fired a shot, missing the lead Kaalan's right frioot. The Kaalans
kept walking towards Hawk, but at a slightly fagpece. Hawk took
aim once again. This time he wasn't going to miss.

He fired another shot and hit one of the Kaalarectly in the head.

It let out a scream and started rolling over aner@again, writhing

wildly on the ground. The others slowed and glanmwest at the one

that had been shot. Hawk turned his attention édidmalans that were
walking up behind him. He took aim and fired a shibthe lead Kaalan,
hitting it in the front leg. It, too, let out a s@ming cry. Just as

Hawk was about to turn back to the other four Kaslde heard some
flapping behind him. He turned around again toGhest, Buck, Johnson
and Emerald landing just behind the Kaalans. Emenatl Ghost took a
deep breath and exhaled a stream of fire, settmd<aalans on fire.

The Kaalans began screaming. Hawk turned his aitebtck to the
Kaalans that had been almost upon him. He was dbdine his weapon
again when Wilma, Nemna, Murphy and Saphira landgtdbehind the
attacking Kaalans. Saphira and Nemna opened tlwiths, reached down
and picked up two of the Kaalans. Once in their tieuSaphira and
Nemna shook their heads viciously from side to Higa bit down.
Hearing the screaming, Wilma had to cover her ears.

Hawk took aim again and fired his weapon, hittingther one of the
remaining Kaalans. It let out a high-pitched screant rolled over

and over. Ghost and Emerald were just about to dakéher breath when
Emerald let out a loud roar of pain. Johnson tu@redind to see

that a Kaalan had bit Emerald on the upper paleofight rear leg.

He jumped down off Emerald's back, drew his weagmhran toward the
attacking Kaalan. The vicious creature, seeing alesnmore

accessible meal released Emerald's leg and stanteatd Johnson.

Just as Johnson was about to raise his weaponaleiweripped her

tail and slammed it down on another Kaalan that aggsoaching Johnson
from behind him. It appeared out of the small baghst behind him.
Johnson not seeing the creature or what Emeraldidael fired his



weapon at the on-coming creature that had attaEkesrald's leg.
Johnson, on foot, was now the main target foallremaining
creatures. He turned and ran back toward Emeraddd. Hawk, still
standing by the fire-ring, noticed that one of ithjared Kaalans was
trying to get back to the water. He ran towarditydo be blocked

by the few remaining Kaalans. The guardians and tiders turned to
see the few remaining Kaalans attacking Hawk. GaondtBuck turned
just in time to see one of the Kaalans lunge towairsl friend.

Then out of nowhere a blast of red light hit thegiimg creature
and knocked it backwards. Hawk turned to see thmee running towards
him from the forest edge.

Ghost leapt up into the air and with one flap sfrnassive wings,
landed in front of the escaping Kaalan. Ghost ogédrg mouth, picked
up the lumbering creature and snapped his jaws shut

Hawk stopped and started to look around. Buck, GMBma, Nemna
gathered close to him. The three men walked upsemiéd. Hawk then
turned his attention back to the three remainingldts. By the time
he raised his weapon to fire, Saphira and Emeiaddtihem in their
mouths. Hawk then turned back to the men.

"Sorry we're late. We heard that you were cominfigitt the Kaalans
from Jadia and her daughter. We tried to gathenas/ people as
possible, but they were too frightened," One ofrtien said.

"You still made it in time, thank you," Hawk sai@aching out his
hand.

The men gently nodded. Buck, Wilma, Murphy and 3ohnvalked over to
join them.

"We owe you a lot. You saved our planet and the@eaho live here,"
another man said.

"It wasn't just us. Your guardians are the trudgxtors of this
planet. You should be thanking them," Hawk replied.

"You're right. My father, grandfather and greatrgiather knew of
the protectors of this planet. But, we didn't knivey really

existed, until now." The men walked over to therdiens. "We thank
you with all our hearts and souls,” one of the s&id, placing his
hand gently on Ghost's neck.

"We will always be here to protect you. It is o@stiny,” Ghost
replied.



The three men smiled and walked back into the fokdmswk, Buck,
Wilma, Johnson and Murphy walked over to the gwensli

"It is time for you to leave now, our brothers aigter. But first,
reach into the small bag hanging around Saphiezk.nnside you will
find an emblem. If you ever return to this planety will be

accepted by our next family as brothers and sigiamna said.

Hawk reached up and pulled a small red velvet hagrom around
Saphira's neck.

"Thank you, my brother. Maybe... one day soon, Wenveet again,”
Hawk said.

They mounted the guardians for the last time. & leap, they were
all air born and heading towards the cliffs. Theyrebunted, and
Wilma walked up to Nemna.

"I will truly miss you," Wilma said, embracing Newis neck.

"And | you," Nemna replied.

Hawk, Buck, Johnson and Murphy nodded then turmedwealked away.
Wilma broke her embrace and followed.

They climbed into the fighters, started the engaes watched as the
guardians took flight. With the guardians gone,fitjieters let the
planet and headed back up to the Searcher.

"Buck to Searcher."

"Searcher to Capt. Rogers... go ahead.”

"Requesting landing bay numbers."

"Approach landing bays, 3, 4, 5, and 6."

"Landing bays 3, 4, 5 and 6... affrmative. Rogaus."

"Searcher out."

They guided their fighters into the assigned lagdiays and shut
down their engines. Admiral Asimov walked over tegj them as they

exited the fighters.

"How did it go?" Asimov asked.



"As far as we know of, Admiral, all of the Kaalamsve been
destroyed," Hawk replied.

"You five could do with some much needed rest. Refmyour
guarters. | don't want to see you for twenty-foouts,” Asimov
ordered.

"Yes sir, and thank you," Hawk said.

Hawk, Buck and Wilma walked out of the hanger bay walked slowly to
Wilma's quarters.

"I'll see you later, Wilma," Buck said.

"Wilma smiled an exhausted smile and placed hed learthe control
panel. The door opened and she entered. Insidsasit®wn and
looked at the small red velvet bag in her hand. &lened it and found
inside a brilliant red jewel. She gasped with sisgpthen smiled.

Buck entered his quarters and opened his bageligidound a bright
green gem. He smiled and placed it on the tabletoexim.

Hawk entered his quarters, placed the velvet baghdnd walked over
to the portal, gazing out he smiled. "l will retusome day my
brothers," he said softly. He turned, picked upliag and opened it.
Inside was a deep blue gem. Hawk smiled, walked ané pulled out a
piece of leather he had left over from the harhessade Buck

earlier. He entwined it around the jewel and tte@round his neck.

"Good bye," he said, as he turned towards his isigepea.

... Closing Chapter

A few days had passed since Hawk, Buck, Wilma, Sohand Murphy
had their battle with the Kaalans. They were ftdigted and back on
duty. In the sickbay, Lela had completely recovdrech her injuries.
The sickbay door opened and Admiral Asimov walked the sick bay.
"How are you feeling?" he asked.

"I'm feeling much better, thank you," Lela replied.
"I've made a call to the Galactic Council aboutryplanet and the

trouble you've had with the Kaalans. Seeing weiable to scan below
the water surface to make sure all the Kaalans bega destroyed. The



Galactic Council is sending another ship with neuipment that can
scan below the water, along with technicians toit.ufhey'll make
sure no Kaalans remain on your planet," Asimov.said

"Thank you," Lela replied, with tears swelling iarteyes.

"l know you've lost all your people. You're morathwvelcome to stay
on the Searcher," Asimov said.

Lela looked up at the Admiral with tear-filled ey&swant to go
home," she said, softly.

The Admiral nodded with understanding. "When yot&ady, one of my
crew members will return you to Osjewelco," he isxplHe turned and
left the sickbay.

A day later, Hawk was asked to take Lela and tden@iman back down
to the planet's surface. He landed on the cliffselto the
crystalized rocks that encased Mathayis's body.

"What happened to Mathayis?" Lela asked, gentlpinghher hands over
the crystal grave.

"He died before the battle began. He was verymlchfwhat Gemka said.
The other guardians are still alive and doing Welhwk replied.

Lela hung her head and started to weep softly&iesd up at Hawk.
"He'd still be alive if | was here," she said, wiagp

Hawk started assisting the two women back intcsthétle, when he
heard a familiar sound. He turned to see GhostSauthira fly past

them going up at a high rate of speed. As they fipward, they

circled one another. Then without leveling out tgegbbed one another
with their talons. They started into a free-fallcked on to each

other. Their massive wings extended above them$€bhey spiraled
down towards the ground. Hawk stood on the edgehwsa this
magnificent display of courtship. About one hundfest from the
ground they broke their holding grip and parted.

Lela smiled as she watched. "They're going to besrashe said,
smiling at Hawk.

"How about Nemna and Emerald? Will they be mates?IHawk asked.
"Yes," she replied.

Hawk smiled as he continued helping Lela into thattée. "I'll take



you home now," Hawk said, as he entered the shuttle

The shuttle door closed and shortly afterward wai'® way down to
the small village. Hawk landed the shuttle in tleadng where they
first came in contact with Lela and her people. 8afithe villagers

ran over to meet the shuttle, waving. Hawk opehedibor and helped
the old woman out first, followed by Lela. Sometlé villagers, who
were injured in the raid the day Hawk, Buck andrisilarrived, slowly
walked over. Everyone embraced the old woman aexl ttlela.

Lela turned to Hawk. "Won't you stay with us?" sis&ed.

"l can not. | must search for more of my peopleatnk hung his head
for a moment then raised his head and looked at &iete again. "I
have to serve out my punishment on the Searchevtat | did," Hawk
replied.

"What you did on Throm?" Lela asked.
"Yes," Hawk replied.

"You did what anyone would have done, after hativer whole family
murdered,"” Lela said.

Hawk looked up towards the sky. "You will be walbgected now. The
guardians will mate and have young and the othprveli be here soon
with the underwater monitor. Most likely, they tadl stay." Hawk
turned his attention back to Lela. "We are fammlyt by blood, but

by our ancestors,” Hawk said, as he turned antestén walk back to
the shuttle.

"You will return, won't you?" Lela asked.

Hawk stopped and turned his head towards Lelaill'treturn,
someday," he replied, as he entered the shuttle.

Lela and the old woman, along with the people ftbensmall village
watched and waved as the shuttle took off.

"Take care, my sister," Hawk said, softly as hedkeelaback out into
space.

The End









