"Karri'sFlight From Danger”
Chapter 1

After landing back on the Searcher, all Hawk could think about was Karri and Saleena. His mind was soon set at ease
when he sensed happiness from Karri. “My love for her is stronger than | thought. | haven't been able to sense any
feelings after | lost my beloved mate Koori,” he thought to himself.
Hawk made hisway to the bridge. Admiral Asimov smiled as he entered the bridge.
“How isKarri doing?’
Hawk smiled. “ She'sdoing all right, she hasanew sister,” Hawk replied.
“A new sister? Did Lolahave ababy?’ Asimov asked with a surprised look on hisface.

Hawk smiled.

“No sir, it turns out that there was another one of my people on this planet. A young girl by the name of Saleena. She
now lives with Karri and her adoptive family,” Hawk replied.

“That’swonderful Hawk, 1" m very happy for you. But why do you look so sad?’

“1 just hateto leave them, sir. They’re my family. | don't like leaving family behind,” Hawk said with a sad expression
on hisface.

“Because of what happened on Throm, after you and Koori |eft?’

“Yessir, but that was different. | had control over it. Thisone | have no control at all. | have no choice, but to leave
them behind,” Hawk said.

The Admiral shifted hiseyesto thefloor. “1 understand, Hawk.”

“Admiral, when do you think we' |l be returning to Serenity?’

“I really don’t know. If we'relucky, maybe ayear from now,” Asimov replied.

Hawk nodded, hung his head and |eft the bridge.

“How could | just leave them?’ he said to himself as he walked down the corridor to his quarters.

The Admiral gave the command to leave the planet. The Searcher headed out to anew destination.

Hawk entered his quarters and went to the portal and gazed down at the planet. His eyes started to fill with tears. He
watched as the planet of Serenity got smaller and smaller, then it wasgone. “1 will be back, this| swear,” he said with
tears running down his cheeks.

A soft knock came on the door. “ Enter,” he said wiping the tears from hisface.

The door opened and Buck entered. “How are you holding up?’ Buck asked.

Hawk turned and stared back out the portal. “1 feel like I’ m going to die, like my beating heart was torn out of my
chest,” Hawk replied.



“WEell, maybe thiswill cheer you up alittle, my friend. When | wastalking to Saleend’s

adoptive mother in town, she said that Saleenatold her that some of your people said something about going to a
planet not far from here. So I’ ve talked to the Admiral, and he has ordered the Searcher to set course for there now,”
Buck said withasmile.

Hawk turned back around and looked at Buck.

“Areyou sure there are more of my people on this other planet?’ he asked.

Buck looked into Hawk’ s eyes. “ Y es, that’ swhat shetold me,” Buck replied.

Hawk turned and looked back out the portal .

“I just pray to Make-Makethere are,” Hawk said staring out at the stars.

Buck walked over and stood next to hisfriend.

“Canyou fed Karri’sfeelingsright now?’ Buck asked.

Hawk closed hiseyes. “ Yes, | feel happiness, and love,” Hawk replied. He opened his eyes and glanced at Buck. “But,
that doesn’t make me feel any better. | still belong on that planet with Karri and Saleena, or they belong up here with
me,” Hank said.

Buck nodded. “I know, my friend. We should be at that planet in about 24 hours, try to get somerest,” Buck said.
Hawk nodded, and kept staring out the portal. Buck shook his head and walked out the door.

“Oh, my beloved Koori, what should | do? | have found some of our people and now | have to leave them behind.

They are young and orphaned. But the part that iskilling me the most is one of themisfamily. Sheisyour sister’s
daughter,” Hawk buried hisfacein hishands and wept.



Chapter 2
On the peaceful planet of Serenity it had been about two months since Hawk had to leave Karri and Saleena behind.
Since then Karri and Saleena had gotten much closer. They’ d become more like sistersthan friends. They both
worked in the restaurant after school. The townspeople of Serenity didn’t have any trouble accepting them. Even the
men that were ordered by Mr. Finney to do hisdirty work had no problems with them or Lolaand Marc.
“Karri, Sdeena, would you please comein here,” Lolacalled out from the kitchen.
Karri and Saleenalooked at one another, then they both went into the kitchen.
“Yesmother?’ Karri said.
“1 want you two to go get your father from the field and tell him dinner isalmost ready,” Lolasaid with asmile.
“All right mother.”
Karri and Saleenaleft the house and headed for the north field, where Marc was working the field.

“Father, mother said it'salmost time for dinner, timeto comein,” Karri said with asmile.

“Okay, I'll betherein afew minutes, | haveto finish thisrow first. Not unlessyou girlswould like to do it for me?’
Marc said jokingly.

Thegirls giggled and shook their heads. “No, thank you father. We were wanting to ask you and mother if we may
go up to the mountain after dinner,” Karri said with a pleading expression on her face.

“WEe'll see, now go tell your mother that I'll be there shortly.”
“Please father, we would realy like to go up there tonight.”
“Do what you aretold, Karri. I'll talk to your mother about it over dinner, now get going,” Marc said.

Karri gazed at her father with a confused |ook on her face. Asthe girls were walking back to the house Karri turned to
Saleena.

“He' snever told meto do what | wastold, before. | think we better talk to mother before he gets home,” Karri said.
Saleena nodded.

“It does seem that father has something on hismind. | hopeit has nothing to do with Mr. Finney,” Saleenasaidina
concerned voice.

“No, | don’t think so. Ever since they came back from town yesterday, they’ ve both have been acting strange,” Karri
replied.

Asthey drew closer to the house they could hear Lolasinging. They looked at each other with a confused expression
ontheir face.

“Sounds like mother isin agood mood. We'll talk to her first. Then maybe, she'll talk dad into letting us go up to the
cavetonight,” Karri said with asmile.

Just as they were about to enter the house, something caught Saleena’ s eye.



“What wasthat?’ she asked pointing in the direction of the bushes.
“What waswhat?’ Karri replied looking at Saleena.
“1 thought | saw movement, over there in the bushes.”

Karri glanced toward the bushes. “| don’t see anything, are you sure you saw something?”’
Karri asked.

“1 could have sworn | saw something or somebody move. Maybe it was just my imagination,” Saleenasaid.
Karri looked at Saleena. “Y ou thought you saw somebody?’ Karri asked.
“Yes,” Saleenareplied still looking over towards the bushes.

“That’ s strange, I’ ve had the feeling that somebody has been watching us for some time now. Ever since Hawk |eft,”
Karri said looking towards the bushes.

“Do you think we should tell mother and father?”’

“No, likeyou said, it’s probably our imagination,” Karri said.

Asthey entered the house L olastopped singing. “Is your father coming?’ she asked with asmile.
“Y es mother, he said he wanted to finish the row he was on first, then he’d bein,” Karri replied.
“Mother, may Saleenaand | go up to the cave tonight after dinner?’ Karri asked in apleading voice.

“I don't see why not. Y ou girls are off tomorrow, and you need a bresk from here. Besides, I'll bet your friends are
wondering whereyou're at,” Lolasaid.

“Oh, thank you mother.” Thegirlsran over to her and wrapped their arms around her. “Mother, are you gaining
weight?’ Karri asked.

“Just alittle, | think I’ ve been eating to much lately. We' Il wait till your father comes home then we will ask himif it's
all right for you to go up there,” Lolasaid.

Thegirlsglanced at each other. “Mother, is something wrong with father? When we went out to thefield to let him
know dinner was ready, | asked him if we could go up to the cave. He said he would talk to you about it, then hetold
meto do what | wastold. Then, when we were walking up to the house you were singing. Is everything all right?’
Karri asked with concern.

“Everything isjust fine, honey. Don't worry. Y our father got some news yesterday that surprised himthat'sall,” Lola
replied.

“Do you think dad will let us go up to the cave tonight?’ Saleena asked.
“1"m sure hewill. Now you girls go set the table, dinner is about ready,” Lola said with asmile on her face.

Karri and Saleenanodded and |eft the kitchen. They walked into the dining room to finish setting the table. “Doy ou
think we should tell mother and father about the movement in the bushes?’ Saleena asked.

“No, maybeit was an animal of somekind. No usein getting mom and dad worried. Besides | think | know why mother
and father are acting so strange,” Karri replied.



Saleenalooked acrossthetable at Karri. “Well, tell me!” she said.

Just then the front door opened.



Chapter 3
Marc entered the house.
“What are you ladiestalking about?’ Marc asked while he went over to the sink to wash his hands.
Thegirls quickly went into the dining room to set the table.
“Nothing honey, we were just talking about dinner, and the weight I’ ve gained,” Lolasaid with asmile.
Marc turned his head and gazed at Lolaand smiled. “Isdinner ready?’ he asked.
“Yesdear, wewerejust getting ready to put it on the table,” Lolareplied.
“Good, I’'m hungry. Working in thefield all day gets a person hungry,” Marc said, till smiling at Lola.
“Honey, could you please reach up and get me those glasses off the top shelf?’ Lola asked.
Within seconds Marc moved across the kitchen floor and reached up to grab the glasses.
“Thank you,” Lolasaid.
“Anything else?’ he asked softly.
“No, that’sit,” Lolasaid as she gave him akiss on the cheek.
Marc smiled and started to rub her stomach.
The girlswalked back into the kitchen just in time to see Marc rubbing Lold s stomach. They giggled.
“Let’ sfinish putting dinner on the table,” Lolasaid.
They finished putting the rest of the dinner on the table, and sat down.

“Honey, it’s such abeautiful evening. | was thinking about letting the girls go up to the cave tonight. They don't
have to work tomorrow. What do you think?’ Lola asked with asmile.

Marc glanced over at the girls and smiled. “1 think that’sawonderful idea,” Marc replied.
“Mother, father, we're concerned. Is everything all right?’ Karri asked.
Lolaand Marc smiled.

“Yes, everything isjust fine. Y ou girls don’'t need to worry. Karri, Saleena, I’'m sorry | got alittle angry with you
earlier. | wastired and hungry,” Marc said.

“It' sal right father. We should have waited till you came hometo ask you,” Saleena said.
Marc smiled.
“You know Saleena, that isthefirst timeyou' ve ever called mefather. | redly like the sound of it,” Marc said.

Saleena started to blush.



“I'msorry, | didn’'t even ask you if it would be all right for meto call you father,” Saleena said lowering her head.
“Now, what did Hawk say about lowering your head?’

Saleena lifted her head up, and looked at Marc. “Never lower our heads,” she said.

“That'sright, and | would be very proud if you called me father,” Marc said.

Karri and Saleena smiled and got up from the table, they went over and stood on each side of Marc. They both then
gave him ahug and a kiss on the cheek.

Marc started to blush.

“Okay girls, eat your dinner. Then sooner you get done the sooner you can head for the cave,” Lolasaid giggling.
Karri and Saleenawent back to their seats and sat down. After everyone had eaten, Lolastarted to clear thetable.
“Mother, should you be doing that?’ Karri asked with concernin her voice.

“What do you mean?’ Lolaasked.

“Well the way father has been acting, and when we hugged you earlier, | felt movement in your stomach. Mother are
you going to have ababy?’ Karri asked.

Lolaand Marc smiled.

“I told you we couldn’t hide anything from her. Y es Karri, we are going to have ababy,” Marc said in an excited
voice.

Karri and Saleenagot up and ran over to Lolaand embraced her. Saleenalooked at Lola.
“Isit going to be aboy or agirl?’ she asked.

“Wedon't know yet. We have to wait and find out. What do you think it will be?’ Lolaasked.

“l have asister, soI'd likeittobeaboy. Sol can havealittle brother,” Karri replied withasmile.

“Well, that makes two of you. Y our father wants aboy also. How about you Saleena? What would you like it to be?’
“1 think, I'd like abrother also. That way father doesn’t feel out numbered,” Saleenasaid laughing.

Everyone laughed.

“Okay girls, go get your thingsready. If you leavewithin 10 to 15 minutes, you should have enough time to gather
everything you will need for afire and bedding. Y our mother and | will pack you somefood for in the morning,” Marc
said.

Thegirlsstarted to get up from the table, Karri looked over at Lola. We'll do the dishesfirst, then we'll leave. Areyou
going to be all right mother? We can stay if you want usto?’ Karri said.

“No, your father and | will do the dishes. Y ou girls go ahead and get ready, you need to get out and have somefun,
I'll bejust fine. I'll have your father hereif | need anything,” Lolareplied.

Karri nodded and |eft thetable. The girlswent into the bedroom and started to pack.



“Don’t forget to pack something warm, it's going to get cold tonight,” Lola called out.

“Wewill,” they replied from the bedroom.

Lolaand Marc got up and went to the kitchen to prepare some food for the girlsto take along with them.

A few moments later the girls came out from the bedroom. “We're ready.”

Lolaand Marc handed them fruit, bread and cheese.

“Now you girls be careful. And don’'t worry, your mother will befine. Y ou just have somefun,” Marc said.
“Mother areyou su...,

“Yes, I'msure” Lolareplied before Karri could finish what she was going to ask her.

“All right, you girls better get going. It'll bedark in alittle while. And you still have to find your bedding and some
firewood,” Marc said.

Karri and Saleenawalked over to Marc and Lolaand gave them both aembrace and akiss on the cheek. “We' |l be
home early,” Karri said asthey started to walk out the door.

Marc and Lolafollowed.
“Byegirls, have fun, and don't worry,” Lolaand Marc called out while waving to the girls.
Karri and Saleenaturned around and waved back.

“1 don’t know about this,” Karri said turning back around and looking at Saleena. “1 feel like I’m abandoning her,”
Karri said.

Saleenalooked at Karri. “1 know, wedon't haveto go,” Saleenasaid.

Karri gazed at Saleena. “You wouldn’t mind?’

“No, ‘causeto tell you thetruth, I’'m worried about her too,” Saleenareplied.

Thegirls stopped. They turned around and started to walk back to the house.

“Marc, they' re coming back. | wonder what’ swrong?’ Lolasaid.

“1 know why they’re coming back.” Marc stepped off the porch and ran up to the girls.

“Y ou girls need to go up to the mountain, spend some time up there with your friends. | know you two are worried
about your mother, don’t be. She’ sgoing to bejust fine,”

Marc explained to them.

“Father, it feelslike we' re abandoning her. We can always go up the cave some other time,” Karri said with tears
starting to formin her eyes.

“No, it will be harder next time. She'll befurther dong, soit will be moredifficult,” Marc replied.

“Areyou sure, father?’ Saleena asked.



“I'msure. You girls need this,” Marc said in an reassuring voice.

“All right father, but we'll be back early inthe morning,” Karri said.

“Okay, now get going, you'relosing daylight,” Marc reminded them.

The girls gave they father another hug and a kiss on the cheek and turned to leave again.
Marc walked quickly back to Lola' sside. “Iseverything all right?’ she asked.

“Y es, they were worried about you. They didn’'t want to leave. | explained to them that it would be more difficult next
time due to you being further along,” Marc said to Lola.

The girlsturned around again and thistime only waved.

Lolaand Marc waved back, then started to go into the house when Marc got a feeling somebody was watching them.
Hetook Lolainto the house and then returned to look around. After not seeing anyone he went back in.

The mysterious person watched as Karri and Sal eena disappeared into the small forest at the base of the mountain.

“I’ll be back also,” the mysterious person said inalow voice.



Chapter 4

The girls made their way up to the cave and arrived just before sunset. They were greeted by the wolves and the bear
cub. They then left to retrieve leaves for their bedding and branches for the fire.

At the house, Marc and Lolawere having a peaceful night at home when all of a sudden there was a crash at the door.
“What wasthat?’ Lolaasked in a startled voice.

“1 don’t know. Stay here, I'll go look,” Marc said as he reached for his weapon on the way to the door. He slowly
opened the door and looked outside. He looked down and on the porch, he saw arock with anote attached to it. He

picked up the rock and took the note off.

It read, “1 overheard some men talking in town about kidnapping your daughters. Please be careful...”, signed “A
friend.”

Marc walked out onto the porch and looked around. He then walked around the house checking all the windows and
looking towards the trees. Not seeing anything he put the note in his pocket and went back inside.

“What was it honey?’ Lolaasked.

“Nothing, it was probably abird hitting the door. It's so dark out there, that the poor thing probably lost its way,”
Marc replied.

“1 hopethegirlsaredl right,” Lolasaid.

“They’refine, they are probably sitting around afire like we are, talking about the baby,” Marc said touching Lola' s
stomach, but still thinking about the note.

“How long has Hawk been gone?” Marc asked.
Lolalooked at him.

“ About 5 months now, why do you ask? |'s there something wrong? Marc, | need to know. |s someone after our girls
again?’ Lolaasked with fear in her voice.

Thelook on Marc'sfacetold it al, the look of worry.
“Someone is after the girls, who isit? Isit Mr. Finney? Oh Marc, what are we going to do?’ Lolasaid starting to weep.
Marc put hisarms around her.

“1 don’'t know if it'sFinney or someone else. | found this notetied to arock. The rock waswhat hit the door,” he said
handing the note to Lola.

Lolaread the note.

“It'sfrom afriend, | wonder who wroteit?’ Lolaasked.
“1 don’t know,” Marc replied.

“I wish Hawk was here,” Lolasaid.

“Sodo | honey, sodol,” Marc replied.



They sat there quietly for awhile. “1’m going into town tomorrow and try to send amessageto Hawk,” Marc said.
“Doyouthink he'll getit?’ Lolaasked.

“1 hope so. But in the mean time, not aword about this note to the girls. They are already nervous enough with the
baby coming. The last thing they need to on their mindsisthisnote. If it’strue, | think it would be best if we send the
girlsup to the cave for awhile. At least they’ll be safe up there. | have afeeling it might be Finney. And if he wants
something bad enough, he usually getsit. And it appears he wants our girls. He'll do anything, no matter what the
cost or the pain it will cause to somebody else. We have to make sure those girls stay safe honey, no matter what,”
Marc said.

“Marc, the girlswill know if something iswrong. We'll haveto tell them eventually,” Lolareplied.

“1 know. But in the meantime, we'll act like nothing iswrong. Till we can figure out what to do,” Marc said.

Lolanodded. “All right dear.”

Up on the mountain the girls were having a good time talking about the baby, and playing with the wolf pups and the
bear cub. After awhile, Karri stopped playing with the animals, and started to |ooked around.

“What’ swrong?’ Saleenaasked.

“1 don’t know. | keep getting afeeling that something iswrong,” Karri replied.
“Y ou' re probably worried about mother and the baby,” Saleenareplied.

“That might beit,” Karri said.

“We should get some sleep. It' s getting later, and you told father that we would be back early,” Saleenasaid with a
smile.

“You'reright. Besides| am getting alittletired,” Karri replied.

The girls put more wood on the fire and curled up next toit. “Good night, Saleena,” Karri said.

“Good night, Karri,” Saleenareplied.

It didn't take long for them to drift off to sleep. Next to them were the wolf pups and the bear cub.

The nextmorning they were both up bright and early. They started packing their belongings. Karri looked over at the
wolves. “I"m sorry my friends, but it’stime for usto go home. We' Il come back up to see you as soon aswe possibly
can,” Karri said petting the wolf pups, and bear cub.

The girls started down the mountain side.

Marc was getting ready to leave for town. “1’1l be back as soon as| can. Remember, don’t say anything to the girls
about the note. I'll try to get amessage through to Hawk,” Marc said h eading towards the door.

“Hurry back dear, the girls should be home soon,” Lolasaid.
“1 loveyou, wife,” Marc said kissing Lolagood-bye.

“I loveyou too, dear,” Lolareplied returning hiskiss.



Marc closed the door behind himself, and looked across the field towards the mountain.

“1 love you, my daughters. Please, be safe,” he said to himself as he headed towards town.



Chapter 5
Lolawatched nervously out the window for the girlsto return. “Where are you,” she thought to herself.

After ashort time she saw the girls coming out of the wooded area north of the house and into the clearing. “ Okay,
now stay calm, don’t let them know anythingiswrong,” Lolakept saying to herself.

L ola opened the front door, went outside, and waved at Karri and Saleena.
“Something iswrong,” Karri said with concern.

“What do you mean? Mother isal right. Father is... not in thefield or standing next to her. Y ou’ reright, something is
wrong,” Saleenasaid with concernin her voice.

Both of the girls started to run towards the house. As they approached the house, Karri stopped and started to look
towardsthetreeline.

“What’ swrong?’ Saleenaasked.
“1 saw something move over there,” she replied pointing towards the trees.

“We better get to the house, and find out where father is,” Saleenasaid as she grabbed Karri by the arm and started
to pull her towards the house.

Karri couldn’t take her eyes off the treeline. “1 know | saw something move,” Karri said.
“1 believe you, but we need to get to the house,” Saleenasaid.
Thegirlsfinally got into the house. “Mother, whereisfather?’ Karri asked.

“Y our father had to go into town to get afew things. He should be back shortly,” Lola
replied, trying desperately to keep from showing fear.

“Mother, father wouldn’t go into town this early unless something was wrong. Mother,
please, tell us,” Karri begged.

Lolasat down on the sofa. Shelooked up at Karri and Saleena. “Last night, while your father and | were sitting here.
We heard something hit the door. Y our father got up to see what it was. He came back afew minuteslater, saying
nothing was wrong. After awhile he told me about thisnote,” Lola said handing Karri the note.

“Mother, where did father go?’

“He went into town to try to send a message to your uncle,” Lola said with tearsforming in her eyes.

“Isit Finney?’

“Wedon't know, we can only assumeitis,” Lolareplied.

“How long has father been gone?’

“ About two hours, heleft at first light,” Lolasaid as she hung her head and wept.

“Mother, don’t worry, father will be home soon, and he will get that message to uncle,” Karri said holding Lolain her
arms. Saleena sat on the other side of Lolaholding Lolaaswell.



Saleena stood up and motioned for Karri to join her in the kitchen.

“Mother, I’'m going to get you aglass of water, I'll beright back,” Karri said.
Lolanodded.

Karri got up and went into the kitchen.

“I’m going to town to try tofind father, I’m going to tell him about the movement we' ve seen by thetree line,”
Saleenasaid.

“No, | think it would be better if we stayed together,” Karri said softly.

“I’'m worried about father. What if Finney does something to him while he'sin town, or on hisway home,” Saleena
said.

“Father knows how to take care of himself. Right now I’'m more worried about mother, and that movement | saw aswe
got closer to the house,” Karri replied.

The girls gazed into each others eyes for amoment. “We should go in and be with mother right now,” Karri said.
“All right, but you better get her aglass of water first,” Saleenareplied.

Karri retrieved a glass from the shelf and filled it with water, they both went back into the living room.

Lolahad moved from the sofa, to the chair that was sitting by the window. As she was looking out of the window. A
strange expression cameto her face. “Girls, did you see anyone near the house this morning when you came home?’

Lolaasked.

Karri and Saleenalooked at one another. “Y es mother, | saw amovement by the tree line when we came home this
morning, Saleena saw amovement yesterday. Why do you ask?” Karri asked.

“1 could have sworn | saw somebody come out from the bushes by the tree line and walk to the north side of the
house,” Lolasaid with concern.

The girlswalked over and stood next to Lola. They werejust getting ready to look out the window, when the front
door started to open.

Lola, Karri, and Saleena held each other and were about ready to scream, when Marc walked in.
“Father!” Karri cried running and throwing her arms around his neck.
Marc embraced Karri for amoment, then rushed to Lola sside. “Areyou al right? What’ swrong?’ he asked.

“Oh Marc, | saw somebody come out from the tree line and come towards the house. We don’t know who it was. Was
that you?’ Lolaasked weeping.

“No, | came from town. How long ago did you see this movement?’ Marc asked with concern.
“ About thirty to forty minutes ago. Marc, did you get the message sent to Hawk?' Lola asked.

“Yes, But | don’t know how long it will takefor him to get it. In the meantime, I’m not leaving your side again,” Marc
turned and looked at the girls. “Y our mother told you, didn’t she? Did you girls see this movement also?’ Marc asked.



“Yes, father, we know about the note. And father, we' ve seen movement by the tree line several times ourselves,”
Karri replied.

Marc looked at Saleena.
“Saleena, did you see this movement also?’ Marc asked.

“Yes, father, | thought it might have been an animal. That’ swhy | didn’'t say anything about it. But when Karri told me
she’' s seen movement over there also, that’s when we figured out it wasn’t an animal,” Saleenareplied.

“Well, it was agood ideafor meto go to town then. After | sent the message to Hawk, | went to the store to get some

supplies, just in case. Well, at the store | met a*friend’,” Marc said with asmile on hisface. Marc walked back over to
the door

Lolastood up and walked over to Marc. “ The friend from the note?” Marc smiled.
Marc opened the front door.

“Won't you comein,” hesaid. In walked a person with along dark cape with ahood onit. Marc smiled. Karri and
Saleena stood next to Lola and watched as this person removed the cape.



Chapter 6
Saleena squealed with delight. “Mother!” she cried out. Saleenaran and threw her arms around her.
“Oh Saleena, I’ ve missed you so much,” she said with her arms around Saleena. “I’m sorry if | frightened you last
night, Lola. | didn’t want anyone to know who | was. When Marc came to town, he told me what happened with the
rock, and | had to confessthat it wasme. | told him everything | knew about what those men were taking about. |
asked Marc, if there was anything | can do to help. Wetalked for afew minutes. He went to send the message to
Hawk, then he did some shopping and | brought it over. That way nobody knew what was going on,” she said.
Saleenawas still holding her mother. “Wasit you we saw in the tree line?’ Saleena asked.

“No dear, but | do know that Finney is behind it. So we have to get you girlsto safety. But where could you hidetill
your uncle gets here?’ she asked.

Marc and Lolalooked at each other and smiled. “We know just the place. Nobody will ever find them. Except Hawk,
he'll know whereto look for them. Y ou girls go and get your things ready, just in case you haveto leave quickly. In
the meantime, your mother, or should | say your mothersand | will pack you some supplies,” Marc said.

“All right father, come on Saleena, we have some packing to do. | think we know the place that father istalking about.
WEe'll need to pack alot of warm clothing and blankets,” Karri said.

“Areyou sure the girlswill be safe, in this place you know?’ she asked.

“Believe me, nobody will ever find this place, but if someone did stumble acrossit. They’ d better be fast runners,”
Marc replied with asmile.

“Why, what’ s up there? Are you going to send our daughters to a dangerous place?’

“The only danger will be to anyone that goes there to try to hurt those girls. They’ ve accepted Hawk, the girls, and
Lolaand myself. Believe me, no-one will be able to get anywhere near them,” Marc said.

“| trust you, Marc.”

Lolaand Marc and Saleena’ s mother went into the kitchen to get the supplies ready.
“Lola, how isthe baby?’

“Getting bigger,” Lola chuckled.

“Did youfind out if it'sgoing to be aboy or agirl?’

“No. Wewouldlikeaboy. Butif it'sagirl, we'll bejust as happy, right Marc?’ Lolasaid.
“Right,” Marc said smiling and patting Lola s stomach.

Karri and Saleena came out from the bedroom. “ All right father, we' re all packed. Where do you want usto put it?’
Karri asked.

“That's great girls, | wantyou to go put it by thetreeline, it will be easier to grab and nobody will find it, except you,”
Marc replied.

“Marc, wouldn’t it be better if they took it up there now? That way it will be there for them, they won’t have to worry
about trying to find it in the dark,” Lola said.



Marc gazed at Lolawith lovein hiseyes. “You'reright dear, it would be better. Y ou girls better get going. | don’t want
anyone to see you leave the house or what direction you are going. If it startsto get to dark before you head back, |
want you to stay up there for the night. Try to come home from adifferent direction. If anybody iswatching, he or she
will not know what direction you are really coming from. And girls, please be careful,” Marc said.

“Marc, would it be okay if | went up with the girls?’

“1 don’t think that would be wise, not right now anyway. If something should happen, Hawk will know where to find
them. And if something should happen to you. If they happen to find out that you’ ve helped us, you could bein
danger also,” Marc said.

Marc gazed at Saleena s mother. “Y ou know, we don’t even know your name,” Marc said.

“Oh my, | guess we never had the chance to be formally introduced. My nameis Starleen,” she said with asmile.

“Well Starleen, it’s nice tomeet you. Y ou know my nameand my wife'sname,” Marc said.

They laughed for afew minutes. The girls came back into the living room. “We re ready to go, father. We' ve packed
extrastuff, justincase” Karri said.

“All right girls, you better leave. Karri, do you remember the route you took when Hawk and Buck first got here?|
want you to use that way tonight. Even Hawk had alittle trouble tracking you in the dark,” Marc said with asmile.

“1 remember, father. Come on Saleena, we have to go.”

Karri went over to Lolaand Marc. “1 love you mother, | love you father,” as she gave them both a hug and a kiss.
“We'll be back early in the morning. Just before daylight,” Karri said with asmile.

Saleenawalked over to her mother.

“Don’t worry mother, we'll be fine,” she said, then she gave Starleen ahug and akiss. She then went over to Marc
and Lola. “I love you both very much,” she said as she gave them both ahug and akiss.

Marc and Lolaembraced Saleena as a parent would.

Karri walked back over to her father and put her arms around his neck. “Father, | fedl something iswrong,” she
whispered.

“What isit Karri? What' swrong?’ Marc asked in awhisper.

“Don’t trust her,” Karri said softly. She gave Marc akiss on the cheek. “Let’sgo Saleena,” Karri said.
The girlswent into the bedroom. “1 thought they were leaving?’ Starleen asked.

“Umm, they will in afew minutes, they forgot something,” Marc replied.

Lolaglanced over at Marc, and Marc shook his head. “Y es, they probably forgot something that they really wanted to
take. Y ou know teenage girls,” Lolasaid smiling.

“Could | offer you some coffee?’ Lolasaid.

“That would be great,” Starleen replied.



“How long will it take for the girlsto get where they are going?’ she asked still watching the bedroom door.
“1"m not sure how long it will take, | know it takes awhile though,” Marc replied.
Marc noticed that Starleen was continuously watching the girls' bedroom door.

“So Starleen, how long have you lived on Serenity?’ Marc asked trying to break her concentration from the girl’s
door.

“Oh, umm.. about 3 years now | think,” shereplied.

“Here’ syour coffee,” Lolasaid handing her acup.

“Thank you.”

“How long does it take for the girlsto get what they need?” Starleen asked.
“I don’t know, | better check on them,” Marc said.

He slowly walked to the bedroom door and knocked. “Karri, Saleena, are you in there?’ Marc slowly opened the door
and peeked inside.

He closed the door and walked back out into the living room. “1t looks like they went out the window,” Marc said.
“Out the window? Why would they go out that way?’ she asked.
“I really don’t know,” Marc replied

“Well, | guess| better start heading back to town. Thank you for the coffee Lola. Marc, please keep me posted on the
girls, won't you?" Starleen said.

“Of course.”
Starleen stood up, and walked out the door.
“Marc, what isgoing on? Arethegirlsreally gone?’ Lolaasked.

Marc looked out the window and saw that Starleen had started heading for town. He went acrossthe living room and
opened up the bedroom door. “Come on out girls, she'sgone,” he said.

Karri and Saleenawalked out of the bedroom.

“What isgoing on here?’ Lola asked.



Chapter 7

“Mother, when Starleen camein | felt something was very wrong. | talked to Saleenawhile we werein the bedroom
and found out that Starleen is Finney’ ssister, and they are very close,” Karri said.

“Saleena, isthat true? I's Starleen and Finney related?’ Marc asked.

“Yes, | think so. I’ve heard them talking several times and they’ ve always called each other brother or sister.” Saleena
hung her head. “I’m sorry. If youwant meto leave your home | will,” Saleenasaid.

“Child, why would we want you to leave our home?Y ou are not related to them by blood or marriage,” Marc said.
Marc walked over to Saleena. “ Saleena, what did Hawk say about hanging your head?’” Marc asked gently lifting
Saleena s head and looking into her eyes.

“He said, Never hang our heads, and be proud of who and what we are,” Saleenareplied.

“That’sright. Areyou proud of who and what you are?” Marc asked.

“Yes, I'mvery proud,” Saleenareplied with her head held high.

“That'swhat | wanted to hear. Now you girls better get going. | don’t trust Starleen, she might get her brother to try
something tonight. Y ou stay up there, do not come down for anything. Do you understand?’ Marc asked.

“Yesfather, | understand,” Karri replied.

Marc gazed at Saleena. “Do you understand, Saleena?’

Saleenalooked at Marc and Lola. “Yes, | understand. Before we leave, may | ask you aquestion?’
“Of course, what isit?’

“May | till call you mother and father?” she asked.

Lolawalked over Marc.

Marc and Lolagently put their arms around Saleenaand Karri. “Y es, we wouldn’t haveit any
other way. No matter what, you and Karri are still our daughters,” Marc said.

“Now, you better go. Remember, do not come home for anything. Hawk or | will come get you.”

The girls embraced their parents one more time and went back into the bedroom. Saleenawatched Karri as she started
to climb out the bedroom window. “Why are you climbing out the window?’ she asked.

“Thisistheway | left when Hawk first came here. He couldn’t track me very well. Only thistime nobody is going to be
abletotrack us,” Karri said with asmile.

“Oh,” Saleenareplied as she climbed out the window after Karri.
Marc and Lolastood at the window. They watched as Karri picked up a branch that waslaying on the ground and
started to erase their tracks by sweeping the branch back and forth on the ground asthey walked away from the

house.

“Now, nobody will be ableto track us,” Karri said.



The girls started to run towards the mountain, being ever so careful not to break any branches or limbs along the way.

“Marc, | know | worry about them to much. But, will they beall right up there? If they have to stay up therefor along
time?’ Lolaasked with tearsin her eyes.

“Yes, they'll beall right. | just hope they do what they aretold, for once,” Marc said with concern.

Karri and Saleenawere watching for any movement around them as they headed for the mountain base. They were
about ready to start up the mountain, when Karri stopped and turned around. She looked at Saleenawith tearsin her
eyes. “| can't leave them, not now,” she said as she started to run back to the house.

“Karri! Stop, please,” Saleenacalled out.

But Karri didn’t listen. She kept running. Saleena dropped her pack and started torun after her.

At the house, Lolaand Marc heard some noise out front. “ Stay in the bedroom, I’ m going to see who is out there,”
Marc said.

Just as Marc was about to open the front door, it burst open.



Chapter 8
“Where arethey?’ the stranger yelled.
“1 don't know who you' re talking about. Get out of my house,” Marc shouted.
“Where are the female birdpeopl€? If you tell uswhere they are, wewon't hurt you.”
Marc reached for hisweapon. Just then a shot rang out.

Marc fell to thefloor, hisweapon dropped from hishand. “Karri, Saleena, | loveyou. Pleaseforgive me,” werethe
last words Marc spoke. Lola came running out fromthe back bedroom and threw herself over Marc’ slifeless body,

crying.

“Marc!... Marc!” shecried out.

As shelooked up into the stranger’ s face, another shot rang out.

Karri, hearing the shots, stopped at the tree line and watched. As she was watching the strangers at the house, she
didn't realize that a stranger was creeping up behind her. As Karri got up and started to turn around to run, the
mystery person grabbed her, but before the person could cover her mouth, she screamed out awarning to Saleena.
“Saleena...Run.”

Saleena stopped about 100 feet from Karri and the stranger. She hid among the trees, listening and watching.

“Now you belong to me,” the stranger said as he grabbed Karri by her arms.

“What have you done to my parents? They never did nothing to you,” she cried out.

“Marc knew too much. | couldn’t have him spoiling my plans, not now. But you, my beautiful birdwoman are an extra
bonus. Now | want your friend, whereis she?’ he said looking around.

“1’m not telling you anything, you monster.”

“Very well, we'll find her soon enough,” he said. He looked at Karri. “I know you want to know who | am, don’'t you?”’
he said. He reached up and pushed the hood off the top of his head.

“FINNEY!” she cried out, knowing Saleenawas not far away.
“Yes, my pretty birdlady. Now let’sgo check on your family.”

He dragged her by the arm towards the house. When they got to the house a couple of men came out. “ All right
Finney, we want our money. Y ou know what Hawk will do to usif he finds out who did this,” one of the men said with
fear in hisvoice.

“Don’t worry, Hawk islong gone. He hasn’t showed his face around here for all most 8 months now. And besides, he
won’'t do anything, | have his precious niece. He knows I’ Il kill her in aheart beat if he tries anything. I’ll give you the
money, after we get back to town. There' s still one more out there, find her. And bring her to me. I’'m going to love
having amatching set,” Finney laughed looking at Karri.

Asthey were about to leave, Karri glanced into the house. There on thefloor laid Lolaand Marcin apool of blood.
She doubled over in pain at the sight of her dead parents. “NO!....” she cried out.



On the Searcher, Hawk was on the bridge when all of a sudden he doubled over in pain.

“Hawk, are you al right? What’ swrong?’ the Admiral asked with concern.

Hawk stood up and looked at the Admiral.

“Admiral, Karri’sin pain. Please sir, | haveto go to her,” Hawk pleaded with tearsforming in his eyes.
“Go, we'll bethere as soon aswe can,” the Admird replied.

“Thank you sir.”

Hawk |eft the bridge and was on his way down to the hanger when Buck stopped him.

“What’ sthe hurry Hawk?" Buck asked.

“Karri’sintrouble,” Hawk replied without stopping.

Back on Serenity, Finney stopped and gazed & Karri. “That’ swhat we did to yours and Saleend sreal parents.
They ruined everything for me,” Finney said.

“Y ou murdered our parents? Why? What did they ever do to you? They just wanted to live in peace, be accepted by
the humans here,” Karri said with tearsin her eyes.

“A long time ago, your kind lived here. In peace with everyone. That’swhy nobody minded you being what you are.
| created adeadly illnessto get rid of those that went against me, | wanted everything. But most of al, | wanted tokill
your kind off. Asit turned out your people had a cure. So they saved the other humans aswell. Ever sincethen I’ ve
hated your kind. Except thistime my beautiful bird, no onewill stop me. Not even your uncle. Enough of this,
comeon,” hesaid pulling Karri.

The men that did thekillings stood and watched as Finney dragged Karri off.

“1 don’t like this, he never said anything about taking Karri or Saleena. I’ m not going to look for Saleena. Hawk is
going to be mad enough when he finds out that Finney took her. Let alonekilling Lolaand Marc. I'm out of here,” one
of them said.

“1 agree, | wouldn’t want to be Finney when Hawk comes back. Y ou know, he’ s aso going to be looking for us, for
killing Marc and Lola. And what' s even worse, isthat Lolawas about ready to give birth to their first child. He can
keep the money, I'm out of here.”

The men took off in different directions.

Saleenasat by thetreeline crying.

“What am | going to do?’ she cried. She slowly got up, picked up the packs and headed for the mountains, like she
promised Marc, and Lola.

As Saleena reached the cave the wolves came out to greet her asthey always had in the past. But this time something
was different. The Alphafemale walked up to Saleenaand started licking her hand. “What am | going to do, wolf?
Finney hastaken my sister, he had Marc and Lolakilled. And | don’t know if Hawk got the message,” Saleenasaid
with tears running down her cheek.

Back at the house there came a soft moan from inside the house.



Chapter 9

A milewest of town, Finney arrived at his home with Karri. He took her into the study, and closed the dliding doors
behind him. He turned and gazed at his prize. “Welcome home, my pretty ladybird,” Finney said.

Karri still weeping from the loss of her adoptive parents. “ Hawk will find me and when he does, he' Il kill you for what
you've done. | bet you even had something to do with murdering al our people on Throm, didn’t you?’ Karri said
with tears still falling down her cheek.

Finney smiled.

“You areavery beautiful and smart lady. Yes, | did have something to do with what happened on Throm. But it didn’t
turn out quite the way | wanted it to. All of your kind should have been killed off. But | guessthe men that | hired
didn’t get it right. After all, your uncleisstill alive,” Finney said with an evil grin.

“Hewill find me,” Karri replied.

“1 don’'t think so. See, | know Marc didn’'t have time to send amessage to him. Besides, he didn’'t even comeinto
town. | also know he doesn’t have aradio in the house,” Finney said laughing.

Karri started to smile.

“What are you smiling about?’ Finney asked.

“You' rewrong Finney. My father came into town this morning. Ask your sister,” Karri said.

“That’ simpossible, | would have known. My sister tellsme everything,” Finney replied.

“Apparently, she doesn’t tell you everything. Did she tell you she talked to my father this morning? She even
brought food out to the house. She knew we were getting ready to hide from you. Did she tell you that? That'swhy
we were not at the house when you got there. Saleenatold us that you two were related. Y ou forgot she lived with
your sister for about 3 years.”

Karri hesitated for amoment. “Or maybe, Starleen was keeping her away from you for aslong as possible. Waiting for
the right moment to show the townspeople. After all, you didn’t even know about Saleena, did you? | bet, right now
Starleen istalking to somebody about what you' ve done,” Karri said with asmile on her face.

“Shewouldn’t do that. | know my sister.”

Finney started to think of why his sister might betray him. Then there was alight knock on the study door. Finney
glanced over at Karri. “Don’t say aword, or else,” he said pointing hisfinger at her.

Finney opened one of the sliding doors and saw that it was Marie, hismaid.
“Yes, Marie?’

“I’m sorry for theintrusion sir. But, isthere anything special you would like for dinner this evening?’ she asked with
agmile.

“YesMarie, | would really enjoy having some of your homemade stew,” he replied with asmile.

Mariewasinjust far enough to see that Finney was not alone. She could see that there was a young woman with him.
But then something caught her eye. Through the crack, she could see that this woman had feathers. She knew right



away that it had to be Karri or Saleena. She looked at Finney again. “Would you like anything else with that, sir?” she
asked.

“No, Marie. That will beall,” Finney said while diding the door closed.

“How are you going to explain to the people that Lolaand Marc have been murdered? And how are you going to
explain me being here, with no Saleena?’ Karri asked.

Finney thought for amoment.

“1 have that already figured out. Y ou came to me because, I’ m the only one you can trust. And Saleena had gone back
to live with Starleen. Besides, nobody will know that you are here,” Finney replied.

Finney got abig grin on hisface.
“Better yet, Hawk killed your parents, he then took you and Saleenawith him. He didn’t want no human raising his
niece, and another birdwoman. He killed them because he wanted you and Saleena all to himself,” Finney said with a

evil grin.

“That isrealy sick. Only asick human would think of something like that. Everyone knows we do not believein
inbreeding, like some humans,” Karri said.

“You know that, and | know that. But these ignorant people in thistown don’t. So you see my little bird, no-one will
ever know you are even here.”

Little did Finney know that somebody did know that Karri was here. Marie was standing outside the door before she
knocked, listening to every word that was said. After she knocked on the door and confirmed that Karri wasin there,
she hurried over to the main office.

“1 have to send a message to the Searcher, right away,” she said.

“What’' swrong Marie?’ Cathy asked. Marie told Cathy what she had heard.

“What! Areyou serious? Finney is holding Karri against her will? What does heintend to do to that poor girl? What
did he do with Saleena? He also had Marc and Lolakilled?’ Cathy said with an angry look on her face.

“Please Cathy, could you send the message for me? | really need to let Hawk know, please,” Marie pleaded.
“Of course, I'll send it right now.” Withrin afew minutes another message was sent to the Searcher.

“1"d hate to be Finney when Hawk gets these messages. Y ou know, Marc wasin here just this morning sending a
message to Hawk,” Cathy said.

“He did? Do you remember what he said in it?” Marie asked.

“Let methink, it said something about Finney and that the girlswerein danger. I’'m sorry Marie, that’sall | can
remember,” Cathy said.



Chapter 10
Up at the cave, Saleena sat and cried, wondering what was going to happen to her. The female wolf walked over and
laid down next to her. The wolf put her head on Saleena’ s lap. Saleena began to pet the wolf, but being so exhausted,
she soon fell asleep.
Some of the wolves sensed something was wrong. Leaving the cave, they headed down towards the house. A short
time later the wolves arrived at Marc and Lola's. They stopped, sniffed the air, and cautiously entered the home. They
soon left the house for the smell of death wasin it. They made their way up to the cave. They went back inside and
gathered around a sleeping Saleena, asif to protect her.

Up on the Searcher, Hawk was getting more and more frustrated, unable to |eave the Searcher right away dueto
arefueling problem. He still had the feeling of fear that he felt on the bridge.

A few moments|ater, Buck came running into the hanger.

“Hawk! We just received two messages from Serenity. One was from Marc, the other from somebody by the name of
Marie,” Buck said with a concerned look on his face.

“Let me seethem,” Hawk said taking them from Buck’ s hands.
Hawk read both messages. “| have to get down there, NOW.”
“What do they say?”’

“One of them reads; Hawk, the girls arein danger. Please come as soon as you can, Marc.” The other one says that
Karri isbeing held against her will by, FINNEY ...signed Marie.

Hawk’ s face started to turn red with anger.

“I"'m going to kill him. If he does anything to hurt her. | swear, with Make-Make as my witness, | will kill him,” Hawk
said anger in hisvoice.

Buck got on theintercom.

“Buck to bridge.”

“Go ahead Buck.”

“Admiral, Hawk’ s ship is not fueled yet. Permission to take him down to Serenity in one of the fighters?’ Buck asked.
“Permission granted.”

Buck looked at Hawk. “Well, are you coming or not? We can't stand around here al day,” Buck said.

“Why are you going?1 can fly afighter just as good as you can, if not better,” Hawk snapped at Buck.

Buck looked at Hawk with understanding eyes.

“Because my friend, she’ s part of your family and you are part of mine,” Buck replied.

Hawk gazed at hisfriend.



“I"m sorry Buck, | know you are just trying to help. It'sjust that I'm mad, and also frightened for Karri and Saleena
right now. Forgive me?’ Hawk said.

“There' snothing to forgive, my friend. | would have been the same way if it was my relative,” Buck said.
“Let’'sgo get Karri and Saleena,” Hawk said.

Just asthey were climbing into the fighter, one of the maintenance crew ran up waving hisarms.

“Tdl Hawk the WarHawk is fueled and ready to go.”

Before Buck could turn his head to tell Hawk, Hawk was out of the fighter and heading for his ship. Hawk patted the
man that gave him the news on his shoulder. “Thank you,” he said.

Hawk stopped, turned and looked at Buck. “Y ou're still coming aren’t you?’ Hawk asked.
Buck nodded.

“You couldn’'t keep me away,” Buck replied smiling.

Buck and Hawk took off from the Searcher, and met each other on the outside.

On the way down to the planet, Buck could see the stress his friend was under.

“They’regoing to be al right, Hawk. Karri isasurvivor, remember how well she hid the tracks on you. Saleena should
be close by the house. | don’t think she would wander far,” Buck said trying to reassure his friend.

“l know, but | still have that scared feeling. It’'s coming from Karri. I’m more attached to her than | thought | was,”
Hawk said.

Asthey got closer to the planet, Hawk and Buck were talking about where they were going to land.

“I"'m landing right in the front of the house,” Hawk replied.

“I'll beright beside you,” Buck said.

Asthey got closer to the house, Hawk was getting more and more nervous.

They finally had the house in sight. Buck and Hawk landed in the front yard. Asthey got out of their fighters, Hawk
caled for Marc and Lola. There was no answer. Hawk noticed the front door was open. He knew something was
wrong right away. Marc would never |eave the door open. He used to say that he didn’t want the critters coming into
the house.

Buck looked over at Hawk.

“I'll go check the back,” Buck said.

Hawk nodded.

Hawk slowly walked up towards the front door, pushed it open the rest of the way. He couldn’t see anything at first.

Hesdowly walked inside.



Chapter 11

AsHawk walked around the sofain the house he saw what appeared to be two bodies lying on the floor. He rushed
over and found Marc lying inapool of blood, with Lola s body draped over him.

He gently turned Lola s body over andheld her. “NOL...." he cried out.

Buck came running into the house.

“Hawk, what isit?’

Ashe got closer he could see Hawk kneeling next to two bodies, holding Lolain hisarms.
Buck went to hisfriend’ s side.

“I"'msorry, my friend,” Buck said putting his hand on Hawk’ s shoulder.

Just then they heard avery light moan. Hawk looked down at Lola. She slowly opened her eyes, only for afew
seconds then closed them again.

“Hawk?" she said softly opening her eyes again.

“She'salive! | haveto get her up to the Searcher right away for help,” Hawk said with tears running down his cheek.
Hawk picked Lolaup ever so gently and carried her out to the WarHawk.

“Go. I'll tend to Marc,” Buck replied.

Hawk didn’t acknowledge what Buck said. He put Lola s body into the WarHawk and started the engines. Within
seconds he lifted off.

“Hawk to Searcher.”
“Go ahead Hawk.”

“I"m bringing up a seriously injured pregnant woman. She needs medical help right away. Please, have the medical
team waiting for mein the hanger bay,” Hawk requested closing his eyesto hold back the tears.

“Hawk, whoisit? It'snot Karri or Saleenaisit?’
Hawk closed hiseyesagain. “No, it'sLola, Marc' sdead,” Hawk replied.

“Understood, I’ [l have the medical team and Dr. Goodfellow standing by in hanger bay 3. Hawk, we're sorry to hear
about Marc and Lola. Isthereany sign of the girls?” Asimov asked.

“No. Wejust found Marc and Lola. Buck isstill on the planet. But, | think | know where they would have gone, if
they're till alive,” Hawk said.

“Understood....Searcher out.”
Hawk looked back to check on Lola

“Hang on Lola, we're amost there,” Hawk assured her.



“Hawk, where' sthe girls?’ she asked softly.
“Don’'t worry about them right now. Worry about yourself and the baby right now. The girlswill befine,” Hawk said.

Hawk finally landed on the Searcher. It felt likeit took forever for him to get there. Even thought it had only been
about twenty minutes.

The medical team and Dr. Goodfellow came out to meet Hawk as he carried Lola s body out of the WarHawk.

“WEe |l take her from here, Hawk,” Goodfellow said patting Hawk on the back.

Hawk stayed at Lola sside all the way to the sick bay. After they wereinside, Dr. Good fellow |ooked over at Hawk.
“My dear boy, | know you want to stay with her. But | need to run some tests, and check to seeif the baby is till
alive. Domeafavor. Leavefor alittlewhile. I’ll let you know how she and the baby are doing as soon as possible,”

Dr. Goodfellow said with hishand on Hawk’ s shoulder.

Hawk nodded, he walked over to Lola and stood by her side. He gently picked up her hand and held it for afew
moments, he leaned over and kissed Lola gently on the forehead.

“1 swear Lola, | will find thegirls, and | will find out who did this,” Hawk said softly.
Lolamoaned softly, asif to acknowledge what Hawk said.

Hawk slowly backed away as the medical team approached. He turned and looked at the doctor. “Please, help her,”
Hawk said with tearsin hiseyes.

“We'll do our best dear boy. Now, If you would kindly leave for awhile. I'll call when we're done. All right?’
Goodfellow said with asmile.

Hawk |ooked back over at Lola, then at the doctor.

“All right doctor. I'll beright outside,” Hawk said.

Goodfellow nodded.

After Hawk had |eft the sick bay, Nurse Simpson looked over at Goodfellow and signaled for him to come over.
“Listen to this doctor. Tell me what you hear,” Simpson said with aconcerned look on her face.

Goodfellow looked at the nurse.

“What seemsto be the problem? What do you hear?’ he asked.

The nurse handed the doctor the monitor and smiled.

Dr. Goodfellow put the monitor on Lola’s stomach, listened for afew seconds, then moved it to another spot. He
looked up at the nurse and smiled.

“Let’sget her stabilized, quickly,” Goodfellow said.
They worked on Lolafor amost an hour.

“It’ snot going good. Get Hawk in here, he' sright outside the door,” the doctor said.



Nurse Simpson nodded
“Wait... I'll get him,” Goodfellow said.
The doctor slowly walked up to the door, sighed, and opened the door.

“Hawk? Y ou can comein now. But... | want to talk to you before you go over to Lola,” he said with a sad expression
on hisface.

Hawk walked into the sick bay and stood before the doctor.
“How isshe?|sthe baby all right?” Hawk asked quickly.

“Hawk, I'm afraid Lolais not going to makeit. The damage istoo extensive, I'm sorry. But, my dear boy come over
here amoment,” Goodfellow said motioning Hawk to come over to Lola sside. “Listento this.”



Chapter 12

The doctor put the monitor down against Lola s stomach, and a heart beat came over the speaker. The doctor then
moved the monitor again to another spot. Again, another heart beat.

Hawk looked at the doctor.
“Isthat what | think it is? The baby isalive?’ Hawk asked with asmile.
Goodfellow smiled.

“Oh, my dear boy, the baby is more than all right. Both of them are doing just fine,” he said with abig smileon his
face.

Hawk |ooked at the doctor with a confused |ook.

“Both? Did you say both babies are doing just fine?” Hawk asked with a puzzled expression on hisface.

The doctor nodded.

“Yes, that'swhat | said. Both babies are doing fine. Hawk, Lolais going to have twins,” Goodfellow said with asmile.
Hawk stood there for afew moments. “ Twins? are you sure?’ he asked.

Goodfellow and Nurse Simpson both smiled and nodded.

Hawk took Lola shand, leaned over and whispered the news. “Lola, you' re going to have twins,” he said softly as he
kissed her on her forehead.

“Hawk?’ came avery soft and weak voice.

Hawk stood up and gazed at Lola. “YesLola, I'm here,” he said softly.

“Hawk, where are my girls? Y ou have to save my daughters, please Hawk,” Lolasaid in avery weak voice.

Hawk turned and looked at Goodfellow. “How long does she have,” he whispered softly.

“We have fluids going into her, I’ m giving her medication for the pain. | can probably keep her alive for, about 24
hours, with-out endangering the babies. Hawk, | need to know something. If something goes wrong, does she want
me save the babies? | need to know right away. | know what her answer isgoing to be, but | need to have witnesses,
to verify. | hope she understands. I’ m not trying to be cruel. | will do my best to save the babies, if that’ swhat she
wants,” Goodfellow said.

Hawk leaned over and started to talk to Lola

“Lola, did you hear what the doctor said? He needs to know what you want him to do,” Hawk asked his eyes swelling
with tears.

Lolaslowly opened her eyes, and gazed at Hawk. “Call him over here. I’ll tell him,” she said softly.
Hawk motioned for the doctor and all the nursesto gather around Lola’ s bed.

“Lola, he'shere, and so are the witnesses.”



Lolagazed up at Goodfellow, and then looked at each and every one of the nurses and assi stants.

“Hawk tells me you are the best. Hear me now doctor. | want you to do anything and everything humanly possible to
save my babies,” she said then she closed her eyes again.

Hawk looked at Goodfellow and nurses. “ That iswhat she wants,” he said.

“All right, then that’ swhat she' s going to get. Get things set up for an emergency cesarean section. Get it ready
now,” Goodfellow ordered.

“Hawk, you should leave now. There are two more responsibilities down on that planet that are waiting for you. They
need you moreright now, than | do. Go dear boy, go find your niece and her sister,” Goodfellow said patting Hawk on
hisshoulder.

Hawk nodded.

“Thank you, doctor. I'll be back as soon as | possibly can, with the girls. Please, do all you can to keep her alivetill |
return with Karri and Saleena,” Hawk pleaded.

“I will, my dear boy. | will.”
Just as Hawk opened the door of the sick bay to leave, the Admiral walked in. “How isLoladoing?’ he asked.

Hawk looked at him. “ She' s not going to makeit sir. I’'msorry, | haveto leave. | haveto find Karri and Saleena,
beforeit’ stoo late,” Hawk said as he walked out the door.

Hawk ran back to the hanger and climbed into the WarHawk.

“Hawk,” someone yelled.

Hawk looked around. At first he didn’t see anyone, till out from the entry way walked out 4 pilots.
“WEe re coming with you,” McGregor said with asmile.

Hawk looked at M cGregor and the other pilots. “By who's order?’ he asked.

“By mine, and the Admiral’ s orders,” anothervoice rang out.

Out from in back of the other pilots, Wilmawalked out.

Hawk smiled. “It's good to have friends,” Hawk said.

“Let’sgo get you niece and Saleena,” McGregor said.

Hawk, Wilma, and the other four pilots climbed into their fighters. Within seconds they
were on their way to the planet surface.



Chapter 13
Down below, Buck had just finished with Marc’'s grave.

“I"m sorry Marc, but thisis going to have to do for right now. We have tofind your daughters and take care of Lola
first. Then we can give you aproper burial,” Buck said.

Hejust threw the last of the dirt on the shallow grave when he heard the fighters approaching.

Hawk, Wilma, and the other fighters landed not far from where Buck had dug the grave for Marc. They exited their
fighters and walked over to him.

“Looks like you brought the army again,” Buck said with asmile.
Hawk looked at him and nodded.

“We haveto hurry. Lola s not going to make it. We have to find Karri and Saleenaasfast as possible. Then I’ll take
careof Finney,” Hawk said.

“How is her baby?’ Buck asked.

“The babies are doing okay. But we still have to find the girls and get them up there asfast aswe possibly can, so
they can say good-bye,” Hawk replied.

Buck looked at Hawk with a surprised look on hisface. “Did | hear you say babies?’ Buck asked.

“Yes, Lolaisgoing to have twins. Goodfellow said that he can keep her alive for about twenty-four hours without
endangering the babies. That’swhy we have to hurry. I’m going up to the cave. | pray that the girlsare up there. I'll
be back assoon as| can. | told the girlsto go up to the cave if anything should happen while | was gone; to useit as
asafehouse,” Hawk replied.

“Do you want me tocome with you?” Wilmaasked.

“No, thank you. The wolves might not take to strangerstoo well if they think the girls might bein danger. I' [l be back
soon,” Hawk said.

Hawk climbed up into the WarHawk. The engines started and he headed for the mountain.

On the way up to the mountain, all Hawk could think about was Karri and Saleena, how they were going to react to
the news that their father was killed and their mother is dying. His thoughts then turned to Lola. “ Twins, and soon to
be orphaned. Just like their sisters,” he thought to himself. As he landed in the field, he saw two of thewolvesrunin
thedirection of the cave. He still had that feeling of fear that hefelt earlier. “ They should know I’'m here by now.
Maybethey’ re slegping. Or they’ renot hereat al,” Hawk said to himself.

Hawk exited the WarHawk, and made his way up the narrow path to the opening of the cave. He was about to enter
the cave, when all of asudden before him stood afull grown bear. He drew hisweapon. The bear stood on its hind
legs and growled. From somewhere in the cave came a bark, then afew more barks and growls. The bear calmed down
and walked back into the cave.

“Karri, Saleena, it'sHawk,” heyelled.

There was no answer at first, then out from the shadows Sal eena came running out.

“Uncle!” shecried as sheran out from the cave, throwing her arms around Hawk’ s neck.



Hawk put his arms around Saleenaand held her tightly, kissing her on the top of her head. He backed up a step,
placed hisfingers under Saleena’ s chin and lifted gently, he looked into Saleena’ s eyes. “ Saleena, where' sKarri?ls
she with you?’ he asked.

“No, hetook her,” she cried.

“Who took her? Saleena, tell me who took Karri?” Hawk asked.

“Finney!” she said crying harder.

Hawk looked at Saleena. “ Areyou sure it was Finney?” he asked.

“Yes, sheyelled out his name after he grabbed her,” she said with tearsrolling down her face.

“Come on, Buck and Wilma are down at the house. They will take care of you. On second thought... you'll be safer up
herein the cave.” Hawk thought for amoment. “I’m going to have Wilma come up here and stay with you. Do you
think the wolves or bear would harm her?’ he asked.

“No, | don’t think so. Uncle, where's mother and father?’ she asked.

All Hawk could do was hold her. “How can | tell her?’ he thought to himself.

“Uncle, | remember something else. When Karri and | were getting ready to come up here, my other mother came over;
she helped Marc carry the food from town when he sent you the message. Karri got afeeling that something was
wrong. Then | told her that Starleen was Finney’ ssister. That got Lolaand Marc to thinking that my other mother was
inonit. But, why didn’t she turn me over to Finney right away,” Saleena said with tearsin her eyes.

“Starleen isFinney’ ssister? | know that you'll be safer up here. I'll send Wilma up here. Make sure the bear and
wolves don’t harm her. Then when | get your sister back, I'll bring her up hereto you, then I’ [l take care of Finney,
and hissister,” Hawk said.

“Please, don't leave me uncle,” Saleenacried.

Hawk gazed into Saleena s eyes.

“I'll never leave you or your sister again, that | swear. But, | do have to leave you now, just for alittie while. | haveto
gofind Karri,” Hawk said.

“Uncle, please, take me with you. I'm afraid that if you leave methistime, I’ [l never see you again,” Saleenacried.
Hawk thought for a moment.

“Yes, it would be safer if you came with me. But you stay close to Wilma, Buck, or myself. Do you understand?’
Hawk asked.

“Yes uncle, | understand. Uncle, where is mother and father?’
Hawk turned away, then looked at Saleenaagain.

“I’m sorry Saleena. Marc isdead, and Lolaisin very serious condition. That'swhy we have to hurry and find your
sister,” Hawk said lowering his head.

“Father is dead? |s mother going to make it?’



“I"m afraid not. Come on, we haveto go.”

Hawk helped Saleenainto the WarHawk, then he climbed in himself.

“Uncle?’

“Yes, Saleena.”

“Isthe baby going to be al right?’

“Yes, as soon as we get your sister back, | have to take you both up to the Searcher.”
Hawk started the engines and headed for the house.

“Hawk to Buck.”

“Go ahead Hawk, did you find the girls?’

“I’ve got Saleena, Karri wastaken by Finney.”

“Understood..... Buck out.”



Chapter 14
Back intown, Finney was confronting Starleen.
“Why didn’t you tell methat Marc wasin town yesterday morning, and that he had sent a message to Hawk?’
“I"m sorry, you were all ready on your way out to the house, by thetime | got back,” Starleen said.
“All you' ve caused meistrouble. Now Hawk will come running to save his precious niece and Saleena. Well, I’ ve got
newsfor him. By the time he gets here, | would have gotten rid of the evidence. Namely Karri and Saleena. | don’t
want there to be any witnesses, of any kind. And that means you, my dear sister,” Finney said with hatred in his eyes.

“What do you mean? Y ou wouldn’t, I’'m your sister.”

“On the contrary. You, my dear sister are the only witness |eft. The others are gone, I’ ve paid them off. But, when
they get to their new home, someone will be waiting to take care of them,” Finney said with an evil grin.

“l wasjust kidding, | would never hurt you. Y ou and | are the only oneseft of our family,” he said looking into her
eyes. Finney walked closer to Starleen. He acted like he was going to embrace her, when he slipped his hands around
her throat and started to sgueeze tighter and tighter. She looked at him with pleading eyes, reaching up trying to free
herself from hisgrip. But it was no use, hisgrip took it’stoll. Just as she was ready to take her last breath, he kissed
her on the forehead. “ Tell mother and father hello for me,” he said laughing. He released her throat after it was over.
Starleen fell to the floor. “I'll get rid of her body tonight. No one will even know she was here,” he said.

Little did Finney know, there was a unexpected visitor outside the door.

Marie had been listening. She heard, and saw everything that wassaid, and the killing of Starleen. She quickly ran out
of the house. Not knowing where to go, she started to run for Marc’ sand Lola shouse. “| can hide theretill Hawk
comes back.” Not knowing Hawk and Buck were all ready. “If he can kill his own sister, he wouldn’t hesitate to kill
me,” she thought to herself as sheran.

Karri sat in adark, locked room at the top of the stairs. She heard somebody walking up the stairs. A moment later a
key turned the door knob and the door opened. She took a deep breath and waited to see who was coming in. She
was hoping it was the maid, Marie. But her hopes were soon shattered, in walked Finney.

“Well, my little song-bird. How are you doing?’ he asked as he checked her binds.

“My unclewill find me, and hewill kill you for what you’ ve done to our people, Marc and Lola,” Karri said.

Finney laughed.

“Y our uncle doesn’t know where you’'re at. And none of thoseidiotsin town know either. I’ ve just killed the last one
that knew anything about it. My dear sweet sister, Starleen,” Finney said laughing.

“You killed your own sister? What kind of monster are you?’

“A monster that always gets what he wants. As soon as those other idiots bring me Saleena, my set will be complete,”
Finney said with an evil grin on hisface. “Now my little bird, | have some business to take care of. Marie should be up
with your dinner soon. Cometo think of it, | haven't seen Marie for awhile now. She's probably gone to the market.
She knows how much | love beef stew,” Finney said with asmile.

“Your menwill never find my sister,” Karri said loudly.

“On the contrary, my beautiful little bird. They will,” he said as he shut the door behind him as he | eft.



Karri hung her head and began to weep softly.

“Oh uncle, where areyou?I’'m so afraid,” she said softly to herself.

At Marc’'sand Lola shouse, Hawk, Buck, Wilmaand the rest of the search party were about to leave with Saleena
when Hawk noticed awoman running towards them. She got within afew feet then collapsed from exhaustion. Hawk
ran over to her and lifted her head.

“I must find Hawk. Karri’sin danger,” she said gasping for air.

“1 am Hawk. Woman, what do you mean by Karri’sin danger?’

“Thank god. My nameisMarie, | sent you amessage. Y ou must hurry Hawk, he’ s gone crazy. He just killed his own
sister, Starleen. I'm afraid what he might do to that poor girl. | must tell you something first. | heard him say that he
was responsible for the deaths of Marc, Lola, and all of your kind on Throm and here on Serenity. He also admitted to
killing Saleend sand Karri’ sreal parents. Hetold your niece that he started adeadly illness here, and the birdpeople
saved alot of the humans, something about a cure they developed. He was so furious that he started to murder
anyone that got in hisway. It didn’t matter who it was, including his own sister. He was very mad at her for hiding
Saleenafrom him. He strangled her right therein his study. | saw it with my own eyes. Please Hawk, hurry!” Marie
said with

tears streaming down her cheek.

“WhereisKarri right now?’ Hawk asked.

“She'slocked up in aroom at the top of the stairs. He has her hands and feet tied. | can take you to her,” she said.
Hawk stood up, looked towards town.

“No Marie, thank you for your help. But, you' |l be safer here,” Hawk replied.

“Hawk, how do you want to do this?’ Buck asked gazing at hisfriend with concern.

Hawk was silent for afew moments then he turned and looked at Marie.

“Marie, how well do you know the townspeople?’ Hawk asked.

“I know them dl redly well, why?’

“Would you liketo help?’

“Hawk, if it' sgoing to help you save Karri. Yes,” shereplied.

“What do you havein mind, my friend?’ Buck asked.

Hawk looked at Buck and the rest of the crew and smiled.

“1 think I know how we can do thiswithout getting anyone hurt, except Finney,” Hawk replied.



Chapter 15
“Marie, could you please go back to town. Start telling the townspeople what happened. Tell them everything, how
Finney massacred all the birdpeople on Throm, and the few on Serenity because of his hatred towards them. Because
they made a cure for that deadly illnessthat he started. Also tell them that he killed Karri’s and Saleend sreal parents,
Marc, and Starleen, his own sister,” Hawk said.
“Hawk, what about Lola?’ Marie asked.
Hawk smiled for afew moments.
“Lolaisstill aive, for now anyway. She’s up on our ship being taken care of.”
“She's dtill dive? Oh, thank god. How is the baby?’
“The babies are doing fine. But, we don’t have much time.”
“Did you say babies?’
“Yes, Lolaishaving twins.”
“Hawk, isLolagoing to beal right?’

Hawk hung his head.

“No, I'm afraid not. That’ swhy we don’'t have much time. | have to get the girls up to the Searcher beforeit’ stoo late.
Two of my men will go with you to make sure Finney doesn’t try to stop you, or hurt you in any way,” Hawk said.

“Hawk, we'll go with thislady,” avoice said coming from behind Hawk.

Hawk turned, he saw M cGregor and Murphy walking towards him. “We' d be more than happy to escort her,”
McGregor said smiling.

Hawk nodded his head in approval.

“While you' re talking to the townspeople, | get into the house and get Karri.” Hawk looked at Marie. “Marie, are you
sure you can do this?’ Hawk asked.

“YesHawk. My houseisjust before we get to town. We'll stop there. These men can change their clothing, to blend
inmore. | don’t think it would be wise for them to go into town with those clothes on, would you?’ Marie asked.

“You're one smart lady, Marie. That would be agood idea. Finney would be able to see our uniforms,” Hawk replied.
Saleenawho was standing back with Wilmawalked over to Marie. “IsKarri all right?” she asked.

“Yeschild, she'sall right,” Marie hesitated for amoment. “Hawk, beforewe go | just wanted to say how sorry | am at
thelost of your people. I'velived hereal my life. | was here when they first cameto Serenity. They were very special.
They worked with the townspeople. They contributed so much to our town. If it wasn’t for them coming up with the
cure, | would have lost my only child, for that | am deeply grateful.” Marie hung her head, “1 oweyou, and them alaot,”
she said.

Hawk put hisarms around Marie.

“] wanted to say thank you again for your help Marie, It meansalot to me, Karri, and Saleena,” Hawk said.



“Hawk, we don’t have much time left. We need to go, what isyour plan?’ Buck asked.

Hawk looked at Buck, Wilmaand the rest of the crew.

“1 want Finney. No matter what it takes, he’ smine.”

Buck studied hisfriend’ sface for afew moments. He could see Hawk’ s anger swelling inside him.

“Uncle, may | go with you?| can't stay here. | want to help. Isthere anything | can do?’ Saleenaasked with tearsin
her eyes.

Hawk gazed at Saleena.

“Asamatter of fact, yes, thereis something you can do. Can you talk to the wolves and the bear like Karri does?’
Hawk asked with asmile on hisface.

“Yes, | think so, why?’

Hawk turned to Buck and Wilma. “Could you fly her up to the cave?’ he asked.

“YesHawk, why? What do you have in mind?’ Wilma asked with aconfused expression on her face.

“We can use all the help we can get to flush out Finney. If helearns |’ m here he’ sgoing to run, or turn on Karri. We
might be ableto track him for alittle while. But, if we should happen to lose him, the wolves could pick up the scent
and lead usright to him,” Hawk said.

“1 see where you' re going with this,” Buck replied.

Hawk smiled.

“ Saleena, when you get up to the cavetalk to them, let them know Karri isin danger. Ask them for help. Then | want
you to stay up there. | know you want to help, but | don’t want anything to happen to you. You'll be safer up there.
Wilmawill stay with you. | promise, | will come get you as soon as | take care of Finney and get your sister, al right?’
Hawk asked.

“Butuncle, I...”

“Saleena, do what | ask, please,” Hawk said with a concerned expression on hisface.

Saleena knew it was for her own good.

“1 promiseuncle, I'll stay up at the cave. But, please bring my sister back,” she said with her eyes still swelling with
tears.

Hawk embraced her, then gently kissed her on the top of her head. “1 will, now you better get going. It will take about
an hour for McGregor and Murphy toreach town. I’m going to take the WarHawk into the valley about amilefrom
town and walk in. That way he will not know I’ m here. Marie, tell everyone you see what happened, all right? Do you
think the townspeople will back him if they find out what he did?” Hawk asked.

“No, the townspeople loved the birdpeople. When they find out what he did to all those birdpeople, Marc, and
Starleen, hewill wish hewas never born,” Marie said.

“Good, we better get going. I'll seedll of youintown,” Hawk said.



“Come on Saleena, | haveto get you up to the cave. So you can tell the wolveswhat’s going on,” Wilmasaid.

“We better go aswell. We have awalk ahead of us,” McGregor said.

Buck looked at Hawk.

“Be careful, my friend. I’ll see you in town in about one hour,” Buck said.

Hawk nodded. “I’ll seeyou there.”

Hawk climbed into the WarHawk, then started the engines. Looking out he could see Saleenawaving at him, weeping.
He waved back and smiled. A moment | ater the WarHawk took off. A few moments after that, Wilmaand Saleena
climbed into the fighter and took off aswell. Buck stood there and watched as M cGregor, Murphy, and Marie started
to walk down the road that would lead them to town. Buck walked over to hisfighter, stopped and looked at the
house where Lolaand Marc lived before thisterrible man ended their lives.

“Marc, | promise, we will get the man responsible for all this, | swear,” Buck said softly.

Buck turned, climbed into hisfighter and started the engines. Still looking at the house, tears started to swell in his
eyes. A moment later, Buck lifted off and headed for the outside of town.



Chapter 16
Marie, McGregor and Murphy were about at Marie' s house when Mari€’ s son came running up.

“Mother, Mr. Finney came by wanting to know where you were. | told him you were probably at the market. He
seemed like he was really worried about something. Mother, is everything al right?’

“Yesdear, everything isfine.”
“Mother, who are these men? Are they from that fighter that flew over awhile ago?’

“Y es, these men are here to help us. Now, | would like you to do me afavor. Could you please go into the shed, and
bring out that box of clothes your father |eft. Then bring them into the house for me,” Marie requested.

“All right mother.”
“How old isyour son, Marie?” McGregor asked.

“He'll be 11 next week. That' swhy | realy want to help Hawk. If it wasn't for his people coming up with a cure for that
illness, | would havelost him 3 yearsago,” Marie said with love in her eyes.

Asthey got closer to the house, McGregor said, “I'm sorry to be asking this. But, whereis his father?’
Marie hung her head.

“He was one of thefirst of many to die from that terribleiliness,” Marie said with tears forming in her eyes.
“Oh, I’'m sorry, Marie.”

“Y ou have to make Finney pay for what he’s doneto alot of families. I’'m not the only one that lost a husband or child
tothat illness. Starleen, Finney’sown sister lost her only child toit aswell.”

“Starleen had a child?”’

“Yes, alittle girl. The poor little thing never had a chance. She came down with it about 2 days after my husband got
it. But, she died two dayslater. Asfor my husband, he died about aweek later,” Marie explained.

They finally got to the house. Outside her son wastrying very hard to carry the large box to the house.
“What isyour son’s name?’ Murphy asked.

“Hisnameis Bryan, after hisfather,” Marie replied.

Murphy walked over to the boy and asked if hewould like some help.

“Oh, no thank you sir. | can handleit,” Bryan said straining to lift the box.

Murphy smiled.

Bryan finally got the box into the house.

“Here' sthe box of dad’ s clothes, mother.”

“Thank you, Bryan. Let’'s see what we can find to fit you gentlemen,” Marie sad.



Marie started to rummage through the box of clothes. “ These should do nicely. Go try these on,” she said holding up
some pants and shirts.

McGregor and Murphy took the pieces of clothing and went into the back room. They soon came back out wearing
the clothing.

“They fit pretty good,” McGregor said.
“Good, now we can go.”
She turned and looked at Bryan.

“1 want you to stay here son. | shouldn’t be gone to long. | have some business to take care of in town,” Marie said
with asmile.

“Please be careful, mother.”

Marie gave her son ahug.

“1 loveyou, Bryan,” Marie said while embracing Bryan.

“Don’t worry Bryan. We won't let anything happen to your mother,” McGregor replied.

“Mother, isthis about the birdwomen? Did Mr. Finney do something badto them?’ Bryan asked.

“Yes, Bryan. And we haveto help them. Now stay here, I'll be back soon,” Marie said.

Bryan watched as his mother, McGregor, and Murphy walked out the door and down the road heading towards town.

Finney had gone back to the house after searching for Marie. He made hisway up the stairs. He unlocked the door to
theroom that he was holding Karri in.

“Well, my little songbird. It looks like we won't be getting dinner till late. Marieis not back from the store yet. |
wonder why she’ staking so long. She usually goesto the store in the early afternoon. Maybe she’ splanning a
specia surprisefor ustonight,” Finney said.

“1 think she' stelling everyone what you’' ve done. Y ou killed my real parents, Marc and Lola, Saleend sreal parents.
And who knows who else. I'm going to enjoy watching my unclekill you,” Karri said loudly.

Finney’s smileturned to anger. He walked over to Karri and wrapped his hands around her throat. Finney raised his
arm and slapped Karri acrosstheface. “1 can kill you so easily. Just like | killed Starleen. But | have different plansfor
you and your so called sister,” Finney said with anger in his voice. He walked out of the room. Leaving Karri crying
and curled up in the corner.

Hawk had landed the WarHawk about a mile west of town. As he waswalking he got a sudden feeling Karri wasin
pain and frightened. He started to run.

“1"m coming, little one,” Hawk said as he ran towards town.



Chapter 17
Marie, McGregor and Murphy had just arrived in town when afriend of Marie' s approached them.
“Where have you been? Finney was going crazy trying to find you.”
“Did he say why he wanted to find me?’ Marie asked.
“No, but he looked upset, for some reason. Who are these men?”’
“They’refriends of Hawk’s. We need to talk to everyone. Finney isholding Karri captivein his house. Hekilled Marc,
and left Lolafor dead. Sheis gtill alive, but sheisn’t going to makeit. He even killed Starleen. | need your help,” Marie
said.
“Hekilled Marc, and his own sister? What a monster. How can | help?’

“Tell everyonewhat I’ ve told you. Hawk will be here shortly to deal with Finney. Please, help us?” Mariebegged.

“Oh Marie, you know I'll help you. Y ou are avery dear friend of mine, | would do anything for you. Come with me,
we'll go to the square, you can speak from there. That way everyone will hear you, but Finney won't.”

“Thank you,” Marie replied.
“Whoisthislady?’ McGregor asked.
Marie smiled.

“She’smy sister-in-law. We' ve gotten very close since that illness took her husband and mine. But, shelost al of her
children. She’ s hated Finney for so long now. She knew he probably had something to do with everything, including
the disappearance of the birdpeople, but she never had any proof. But, now we do,” Marie said.

They made their way to the square. Along the way they told everyone that they could find what Finney had done,
and that he was holding Karri against her will. They got to the square, and Marie got up on the platform.

“Friends, may | have your attention please. | have some important newsto tell you.”
The townspeopl e started to gather around the platform.

“Finney killed Marc. And | saw himkill hisown sister Starleen. He also left Lolafor dead. She's not expected to live
very much longer. | have no news about the babies she is about to give birth to. Y ou all remember the birdpeople that
used to live here in peace with us. Well, one of them isin danger right now as we speak. Finney is holding Karri
against her will in his house right now. All of you know of that deadly illness that took so many lives here not too
long ago. The birdpeople saved alot of us, but some of us did lose our husbands and children. Finney isresponsible
for that illness. He hated the birdpeople so much after that, that he had them killed. Among them were Karri’sand
Saleend sreal parents. Now, he' sturned on us. If he can kill his own sister, who will be next? None of us are safe.
Hawk, Karri’suncleis on hisway here right now. These men are from the Searcher, they’ re here to help Hawk and
Buck. | need your help, we need to draw Finney out of his house so Hawk can rescue Karri. A lot of you are probably
wondering why draw him out of the house? That way Hawk can get Karri out of the house safely. He doesn’t want to
confront Finney in the house with Karri still init. I’ m asking, will you please help us?’” Marie said with tearsin her
eyes.

“How can we get Finney out of the house?’ avoice asked from the crowd.

“1 don’'t know. Does anyone have a suggestion,” Marie asked.



“1 do,” that same voice said.

“What do you have in mind? Can you come forward so | can seewho’ stalking to me,” Marie asked.

A man walked through the crowd. “1 know how to get Finney out here,” the man said.

“But, before | tell you, | want to tell you all something.”

The man turned around and |ooked at the townspeopl e.

“A while back, Finney paid me and afew othersto go out to Marc’s and Lola s house. He wanted us to kill Marc and
Lola, and take the girls. We did not kill them. When we got there, Hawk and some other people were waiting for us. |
know what | did waswrong. I’'m not trying to weasel my way out of that. But, | know Finney. If hefinds out that I'm
here, hewill come out,” he said.

“1 remember you. | was one of the men that arrested you that night,” McGregor said.

“You know I'm telling the truth then, right?’

“Yes, you aretelling the truth. But, why do you want to help?’ McGregor asked.

“I learned agreat deal from Karri and Saleena. Now with Marietelling us about this, and finding out that Finney was
responsiblefor that deadly illness-- | lost my wifeto that illness. | haveto help. Please, allow meto do this,” he

begged.

Marie lowered her head.

“1 knew your wife very well, she was a good woman. All right, how do you plan on getting Finney to come out?’
“Likel said, if he seesor hearsthat I'm here, he'll come out after me. He thinks he' skilled al of the witnesses. He
knows | know what happened. HE Il come after me next. That should give Hawk timeto get in and get Karri out of
there. | just need a messenger to let him know I’ m out here,” he said.

“| candothat. | haveto goin and check on Karri. Make sure she’ sdl right. I'll tell him | ran into you at the market.
That should get him to come out looking for you. Y ou know you' re putting yourself in danger, don’t you? Hewon't
stop till all the witnesses are dead. That includesyou,” Marie warned him.

“lknow, | oweit to Marc, Lolaand the rest of the people he killed. By theillness or by murder.”

“Hawk should be here any time now, we need to get started. Are you ready?’ Marie asked.

“Yes, I'mready.”



Chapter 18

Mariejust barely got in the door when Finney approached her.

“Where have you been? I’ ve been waiting for dinner the past three hours. Y ou better have agood excuse for being
gonethislong,” Finney said with anger in hisvoice.

“Oh, I'mso sorry sir, you didn’'t get my note?’ Marie said.
“What note? | didn’t see any note.”
“Sir, | [eft it on the kitchen counter. 1’1l show you where | |eft it,” Marie said.

Asthey walked into the kitchen Marie reached into her pocket and pulled out a prewritten note. “I |eft it over on that
counter sir,” she said pointing to the far counter.

Finney walked over to the counter. “I don’t see any note. Are you sure you wrote me and note and placed it on this
counter?’ Finney asked.

“I'msureof it sir. | wroteit while |l was standing right here and placed it on... ohmy. I'm so sorry sir, | placed it on
this counter,” Marie said holding up the note.

Finney walked over and took the note from her, and read it.
“I"'m sorry | doubted you Marie. I’ ve been under alot of pressure these past few days,” Finney said.
“It'sall right sir. I'll have dinner ready in just alittle bit,” Marie said.

“Ohsir, | wasat the market just alittle bit ago, guesswho | saw there? An old friend of yours,” M arie said with a
smile.

“Oh, who wasthat?’
“Mr. Norton.”
Finney looked over at Marie. “Areyou sureit was Norton?’ he asked with a surprised ook on hisface.

“Ohyessir, he asked how you were. | told him he should stop by sometime for avisit. That you would loveto see him
again. | hope you don’t mind sir?’ Marie said.

“No, of course not. How long ago did you see him?”’

“ About fifteen minutes ago sir.”

“Marie, can you hold dinner for alittlewhile?1’d like to go see Mr. Norton,” Finney said.

“Of coursesir, I'll wait till you come back. Then I'll start your dinner,” Marie said with aforced smile.
“Thank you Marie, | won't be gonelong.”

Marie watched as Finney walked over to his desk, opened the drawer and removed aweapon, then hiding it under his
jacket. She watched as he put on his hat and walked out the door. She went right away to the back door, opening it to



seeif she could see Hawk anywhere. Hawk was just coming up the ridge when she opened the door. “Hawk, hurry...
she'sup the stairs, first door on your right,” Marie said.

“Where' s Finney?’

Don't worry about Finney right now; go get Karri. Finney will be busy for awhile, chasing the only witnessthereis
left dive,” Marie said.

Hawk ran up the stairs. At first he was confused from al the doors. He started to yell. “Karri! Karri! It's Hawk. Do you
hear me?’ It was silent for afew moments, then out of the room in front of him came a soft cry. Hawk went up to the
door and listened. “Karri?” A second later he heard a soft call.

“Uncle? Uncleisthat you?’

“Yeslittle one, it'sme. Stay away from the door, I'm comingin.”

Hawk took afew steps back and ran fully into the door. Knocking it off its hinges. He looked around in the dark room.
Therein the corner, curled up was Karri. Hawk walked swiftly over to her.

“Karri? Areyou al right?" he asked placing hisfinger tips under Karri’ s chin and lifting her head gently.
Karri lifted her head and gazed at Hawk. “1 want to go home, uncle,” she said softly.

Hawk looked at Karri’' s face, there on the right side of her cheek was a cut, and her face was black and blue. “Karri, did
Finney do this?’ Hawk asked with anger in hisvoice.

Being so weak, all she could do was nod.

Hawk heard someone coming up the stairs. He pulled his weapon and was ready to kill who ever walked through that
door.

“Hawk, did you find her?” Marie asked softly.
“YesMarie, thank you for al your help.”

Marie walked into the room and went right over to Karri. She looked at Karri’sface and saw all the cuts and bruises.
“Oh my poor child, when did he do this?’ she asked, gently trying to clean Karri’sface.

“Hedid it this afternoon. After you left to go to the market.”
“l am so sorry. If I'd known he would do this| wouldn't have left.” Marie said with tearsin her eyes.

Hawk looked at Marie. “Marie, if it wasn’t for you, | wouldn’t have found Karri in time. Y ou had no way of knowing he
was going to do this,” Hawk said holding Mari€’'s hand.

“Let’sget her out of here. The townspeople are waiting in the square, along with Finney,” she said with asmile.
Hawk looked at her and smiled.
“You are one smart lady. Come on little one. We have an appointment to keep,” Hawk said smiling.

Hawk and Marie helped Karri walk down the stairs and out the front door, where some of the townspeople were
waiting, including the town doctor.



“I'll take care of her Hawk. Go take care of Finney,” he said.

Hawk looked at the doctor and Marie and smiled. “I'll be back soon, little one,” he said, lightly touching Karri’s cheek
Hawk started to walk towards the square.

“He' s going to pay for all the pain he has caused me and my people. He' sgoing to pay for the lives he took, and he's
going to pay for the lives he' staking right now. But, he’ sreally going to pay for theinjury he did to Karri,” Hawk said
to himsdlf.

The town doctor was tending to Karri. “There you go little lady. How do you feel 7’ the doctor asked.

Karri glanced up at him.

“I want to be with my uncle. Please take meto him,” she pleaded.

The doctor looked over at Marie. “Well, she can go, if you want to take her over to Hawk,” the doctor said witha
smile

Marietook Karri by the hand. “I’ [l take you to your uncle, Karri.”

Karri took her hand and together they started to walk towards the square.

Hawk just walked around the corner of the square when he saw Finney.

“Finney!” Hawk called out.

Finney turned and saw Hawk coming towards him. “Hawk, when did you get back?’ Finney asked.
“Whereis my family?’ Hawk asked.

“Hawk, | am so sorry. Thismorning | went out to visit Lolaand Marc. And they told me that somebody kidnapped
Karri and Saleena. | wasjust about to send you amessage,” Finney said.

“You'relying! You killed my parents,” avoice came from behind Finney.

Finney turned around to see Karr standing with Marie. He started to walk over to Karri when two men got between
him and Karri. Finney stopped, looked at the men and then turned back around to look at Hawk.

“1 swear Hawk, | don’t know what she’ stalking about. | would never hurt her or Saleena,” he said |ooking around the
crowd of people looking for away out.

“1 don’t believe you Finney. | know for afact that you killed Marc, Starleen, and a number of other innocent people
from the deadly illnessyou created. And | also know that youhad something to do with the slaughtering of my
people on Throm. But, there' s one person you forgot: Lola. She'sstill aive,” Hawk said.

“Lola sstill alive?’ he asked with a scared expression on hisface.

“Y es, shetold me everything. | also got informetion from other people aswell,” Hawk said looking at Marie and the
rest of the townspeople.

“Marie, why did you betray me? |’ ve always treated you good. Why?”’



“Y ou took my husband and my son’ s father. For that, | could never forgive you. Then when youkilled Marc and your
own sister, | found out what kind of aman you really are. A murderer,” Marieyelled.

Finney was really getting nervous by thistime.
“I didn’t kill Marc,” he said.

“Youdidn't kill him personally, but you did hire the men to do the dirty work for you,” another voice came out of the
crowd.

Walking up from behind Karri and Marie was Norton.
Finney looked at Norton.
“Why don’t you tell him what part you had in all this,” Finney said to Norton.

“1 know al about his part init Finney. | was there when he came to the house that night, remember?’ Hawk said
walking towards Finney.

Finney started to back away from Hawk. Grabbing some of the people and putting them between Hawk and himself.
Looking for away out, he saw a opening between a couple of children. He went to it, grabbing one of the children on
theway. Pulling hisweapon out of hisjacket pocket. “Don’'t come any closer, or I'll kill thischild,” he said holding the
gun to thelittle boy’ s head.



Chapter 19
Hawk took a couple of stepstowards Finney.
“Stop right there or I'll kill thisboy,” Finney yelled.

Hawk stopped. “Y ou don’t want to do that Finney. Y ou wouldn’'t makeit out of thissquare aive,”
Hawk said with his hand on his weapon.

Finney got an evil smileon hisface.

“Now, | canfinish what | started along time ago. To put aend to your kind, once and for all.”
Finney raised hisarm and took aim at Hawk. Just as Finney was about to pull the trigger, someone
grabbed Finney’ s hand from behind, forcing Finney’ s arm up, but not before one shot wasfired.
Finney turned to see Buck holding his hand and the weapon. Buck wrestled the weapon from
Finney’ s hand, then hit Finney in the face. Finney staggered back, he looked at Buck then started to
run.

Hawk ran over to Karri. “Areyou all right?’

“Yesuncle

“Somebody, get the doctor!” someone yelled from the crowd.

Hawk, Karri and Buck ran over and forced their way through. They got to the center of the crowd
and found Marie, laying on the ground bleeding. Hawk knelt down beside her.

“Marie?... Marie?’ Hawk said softly.
“Hawk, I'm all right. Go after Finney,” Marie said putting her hand on Hawk’ s face.
Hawk stood up and looked at Buck. “ Stay with her,” Hawk requested.

Hawk started to chase after Finney, with the help of the townspeople pointing in the direction he
went. A couple of the townspeople followed Hawk.

Back at the square, Buck got on the radio.
“Buck to Wilma.”
“Go ahead Buck.”

“We have Karri, bring Saleena into town. Hawk is chasing Finney right now. Looks like they might
be heading towards the mountains,” Buck said.

“All right Buck. We're on our way in,” Wilmaout.
Buck looked over at Karri.

“1 haveto go help your uncle. Will you beall right here?’ Buck asked looking around at the
townspeople.



“She'll befine, Captain. No onewill touch her whilewe re here. Go help Hawk. We'll take care of her
and Marie,” one of the men said.

Buck looked at Karri, then at the crowd.

“Gouncle, I'll befine,” Karri said with asmile.

Buck nodded at the men, turned and started running after Hawk.

Karri was sitting on the ground next to Marie holding her hand, when she heard afamiliar noise. She
looked around. On the other side of the square, she saw afighter coming over the buildings. It
landed with alight thump, the hatch opened and out climbed Saleena.

“Karril” Saleena cried out.

She ran over to the crowd. The people parted to make a path to Karri.

Karri stood up, Saleenaran right to her. They stood there for afew minutes embracing each other,
crying. The townspeople gathered around them smiling, some were crying along with them. Marie
sat up with help from the doctor and afew townspeople.

“Ouch doc, that hurt,” she said asthe doctor wrapped her wound.

“Where' suncle?’ Saleenaasked looking around.

“Hawk, Buck and afew townspeople took off after Finney. Where are my friends?’ Karri asked
“They’ rewaiting for you on the mountain,” Saleenareplied.

Karri looked over at Wilma

“Wilma, could you please take m....,” was all Karri could say before Wilma answered her.

“YesKarri, I'll take you and Saleena up to the cave.”

Karri, Saleena, and Wilma crawled into the fighter and headed for the mountain. Asthey got up into
the mountain, Wilma noticed that there was movement on her screen.

“That must be Hawk and Finney. They’ re heading for the cliffs. We have to warn your uncle,”
Wilmasaid.

Wilma guided the fighter to the closest spot possible to where Hawk and Finney were last seen. She
landed the fighter, they climbed out. Wilmalooked at Karri and Saleena.

“Stay closeto me. Finney is desperate right now. He'll try anything to stay alive, including getting a
hold of one of you girls,” Wilmasaid.

“All right Wilma.”
“Karri, how far isthe cave from here?” Wilma asked.

“1 don’t know. Thisisthe other side of the mountain. | don’t know it. Y ou said something about a
cliff?’ Karri asked.



“Yes, the cliff isin front of us about 250 yards.”

Soon they heard some voices coming from alongside of them. They knelt next to some trees and
watched. A moment later they saw two of the townspeople running up the mountain heading in the
direction of the cliff.

“Hey,” yelled Wilma.

The men stopped and ran back to them. “Karri, Saleena, thank god you're al right. Did you seen
Hawk and Finney run past here?’

“No, | was going to ask you the samething. | hope Hawk knowsthere' sacliff up therein front of
them,” Wilma said with concern.

“1 forgot about that cliff,” one of the townspeople said. “It’ s a sheer drop straight down about 500
feet, on to the rocks below.”

“We haveto catch up with him, before it’stoo late,” Karri cried.

They started to run up the mountain side hoping to catch up with Hawk. After about 20 minutes of
running, they heard what they believed to be Hawk and Finney. They got to the top of the
mountain and saw Hawk kneeling on the edge.

“Unclel” Karri cried out.

Hawk turned and saw Wilma, Karri, Saleena, and the two townspeople running over to him. Hethen
tumed his attention to the cliff again.

“Givemeyour hand,” Hawk yelled reaching down asif trying to grab something.
Wilmawalked up next to Hawk. “What happened?’

“Hedidn't seethe cliff till it wastoo late. Hetried to stop, but he slide off.” Hawk still reaching for
Finney, “Give me your hand and I'll pull you up,” Hawk said.

Finney looked at Hawk and Wilma.
“l can’t reach...” he said trying to reach Hawk’ s hand.
“I"'mdipping.... God... Please help me,” he cried.

Hawk turned and looked at the townspeople. “Help me. Grab my legs and lower me down to him,”
Hawk said.

The townspeople looked at each other, then looked at Hawk. They finally grabbed Hawk’ slegs and
started to lower him down slowly. Hawk was just about to grab Finney’s hand when Finney dlid
down alittle more.

“Please... | don’'t want to die,” hecried.

Hawk tried to reach for Finney one moretime. But it wastoo late. The small branch that Finney was
holding on to snapped.



Chapter 20

“NO!" Hawk yelled reaching out for Finney in one last attempt.

Finney looked into Hawk’ s eyes with the look of afrightened child as he started to fall. Hawk
couldn’t take his eyes off him, even after he was out of sight. Wilma asked the two mento pull
Hawk back up. Asthey did, Wilmaknelt down next to Hawk, she put her hand on his shoulder.
“He' sgone, Hawk. There’ sno way he could have survived that fall,” she said softly.

Hawk glanced over at Wilma, then lowered his head.

“Hawk, you gill have to get the girls up to the Searcher, remember?’

Hawk looked at Wilma, then he turned around and saw Karri and Saleena standing there holding
each other. He stood up, walked over to them and embraced them both.

“Wilma sright. We haveto leave.”
Hawk walked over to the two men. “Thank you for al your help,” Hawk said shaking their hands.

“Hawk, my fighter isjust down the hill. Take it up to the Searcher. I'll walk back with these
gentlemen. Y ou can come back later to retrieve your ship,” Wilmasuggested.

“Thank you Wilma. Let Buck know what happened, and that I’ ve taken the girls up to the Searcher.
Oh, tell him | said thank you,” Hawk said holding Karri’ s and Saleena s hands.

“Y ou’ re welcome Hawk. Now you better go, you don’t have much time left,” Wilma said.
Hawk nodded.

Asthey were walking down the hill, Karri looked at Hawk.

“Uncle, what did Wilmamean by not having much time left?” Karri asked.

Hawk looked at Karri with a sorrowful expression on hisface.

“Lolaisdtill dive. But, shedoesn’t have much timeleft,” Hawk replied.

“Mother isaive?

“Yes, but she’ snot going to make it. The damage istoo severe. Karri, there’ s something else you
should know,” Hawk said as they approached Wilma sfighter.

Hawk stopped, looked into Karri’ s eyes. “Lolais having twins. Dr. Goodfellow heard two heart
beats,” he said.

“Twins?’
Hawk nodded. “Yes.”

Hawk helped the girlsinto the fighter, then he climbed in. He started the engines and lifted off.



After about 5 minutesinto flight, “Hawk to Searcher.”
“Go ahead Hawk, did you find the girls?’

“Y es, they' re with me now. We're on our way back to the Searcher. Is Goodfellow there?” Hawk
asked.

A few momentslater, Goodfellow replied “ Go ahead dear boy, I'm here.”

“How isLola?Isshestill alive?” Hawk asked.

“Yes, but sheisgoing down fast. How long before you can get here?’ the doctor asked.
“About another 20 minutes, at least,” Hawk replied.

“Very well, I'm on my way back to the sick bay. I’m going to check and see how she and the babies
are doing. Bring Karri and Saleena straight to sick bay upon your arrival,” Goodfellow advised.

“All right doctor, Hawk out.”
The Admiral studied the doctor’ s expression.
“Isshethat bad?’

“I"'m afraid so. If shelasts another 30 minutes, it will be amiracle. Excuse me Admirdl, | better get
back to sick bay, check on her and the babies,” Goodfellow said.

“Yes, by al means,” Asimov replied.

Karri, or Saleenadidn’t talk till they were almost to the Searcher.
“Uncle, what will happen to us now?’ Karri asked.

Hawk turned his head and gazed at them.

“You let me worry about that little ones,” Hawk replied.

“What about the babies? Who is going to take care of them?’

Hawk was silent for amoment. “ There are alot of people on the Searcher. Someone will be more
than happy to love and care for them. Providing they let their sistersvisit,” Hawk said.

Thegirlsforced asmile.

“Isthat the Searcher, uncle?’ Saleenaasked pointing at the Searcher.
“Yes Saleena”

“Hawk to Searcher.”

“Go ahead Hawk.”

“ Approaching the Searcher, requesting landing bay,” Hawk said.



“ Approach landing bay 3, and welcome home. Searcher... out.”
“Hawk... out.”

Hawk guided the fighter into the docking bay. He set it down with avery light thump. He
commenced to open the hatch. Hawk climbed out first, then he helped the girls climb out.

“Comewith me,” he said taking them by the hand.
They walked down the corridorstill they finally arrived at the sick bay door.
“You go ahead, | haveto talk to the doctor first,” Hawk said.

Karri and Saleenawalked inside, and was met by the nurse. Hawk followed a moment later. He
walked over to the doctor.

“How isshe?’ he asked.

“My dear boy, | delivered the babies about ten minutes ago. They are doing just fine. But, Lolais
not doing well at al. I’'m glad you got the girlsherein time,” Goodfellow said.

Hawk nodded then walked over to Lola s bedside.

“Lola, it'sHawk. Thegirlsare here.”

Lolaslowly opened her eyes. “Oh my darling daughters,” she said with asmile.
“Mother,” Karri cried.

“Youareal right.”

“Y es mother, thanks to Hawk and Wilma. Oh mother...father is dead.”
Lolareached up and touched the girl’ s faces.

“1 know. But you' re safe. That's what matters right now. Now, you both must be brave. Y ou have a
brother and sister that needs you. | want you two to remember something.”

“What isit mother?”

“1 want you to remember that your father and | loved you both very, very much. Never forget that,”
Lolasaid with her voice getting softer and softer.

“Where'sHawk?’ Lolaasked.

“I’'mhereLola”

“Hawk, promise me something. That you will take care of my children,” Lola said.
Hawk took Lola s hand. She reached up and touched his face with her other hand.
“Promiseme.”

“1 promise,” Hawk replied.



Lolasmiled. She slowly closed her eyes, and she was gone.

Dr. Goodfellow walked over to Hawk and the girls.

“It seemed she was holding on, so she could say goodbye,” Goodfellow said.
Hawk, Karri, and Saleena stood there with tears running down their cheeks.

“I know it's too soon. But would you girlslike to see thelife your mother gaveto you?’ Dr.
Goodfellow asked.

“Yes, please,” Karri replied with tearsin her eyes.

“Comewith me”

They walked over to the other side of the sick bay. Therein asmall bed, were two small babies.
“What are you going to name them?’ the doctor asked.

Thegirlsleaned closer.

“| think wewill namethem,”....



Chapter 21
“Falcon and Kala. After my real parents,” Karri said.
“They sound like good strong names,” Goodfellow replied.
Karri and Saleenaturned and faced Hawk.
“Uncle, could you please help us do something?’ Karri asked.
“Yes, of course. What isit?’
“Could you please help us bury mother and father on Serenity?’

“Of course, Buck told me he buried Marc in ashallow grave close to the house. It was only a
temporary one. Do you know where you would like the gravesto be?’ Hawk asked.

The girlsthought for amoment. “Y es, we know jug the spot,” Karri and Saleena said together.
“But first, we have to go to town. We hope you understand?’ Karri said.

“Yes, | understand. Stay with the good doctor for afew minuteswhile | talk to the Admiral about
something.” Hawk gazed at Goodfellow, “Y ou wouldn't mind, would you?’ Hawk asked.

“1t would be my honor,” Goodfellow replied smiling.

Hawk nodded then walked over to the intercom by the door. Just as he was about to call the bridge,
the door opened and the Admiral walked in.

“How isLola? And the babies?’ he asked.

“Thebabiesaredoing finesir, I'm afraid Lolajust died afew moments ago,” Hawk said.
“1 am so sorry. Isthere anything | can do for the girls?’ he asked.

“Asamatter of fact, thereis something you can do. If you don’t mind sir.”

“What ever it is, consider it done. What do they want or need?’ the Admiral asked.

“First of all sir, they would like to bury Lolaand Marc on Serenity. Second sir, isfor them and
myself.” Hawk requested.

The Admira looked a Hawk with aknowing and understanding expression on his face.

“1 was just going to ask them if they would like to stay on the Searcher with you?’ Asimov said
with asmile. “Besides, they’ re family. We don't |eave family behind.”

Hawk smiled.
Hewalked over to Karri and Saleena.

“| better introduce you to someone Saleena. Saleena, thisis Admiral Asimov. Admiral thisis
Saleena, my other niece,” Hawk said with asmile.



“Saleena, I'm very happy to meet you. I’ ve heard so much about you,” Asimov said bowing to
Saleena.

“It'sapleasure to meet you to sir,” Saleenasaid with tears still in her eyes.
“Admiral, would you like to meet our new brother and sister?’ Karri asked.
“Yes, | would redlly like too meet them,” Asimov said.

Karri and Saleenawalked the Admiral over to meet their brother and sister.

“Karri, Saleena, | was wondering...Would you two and the babies like to stay here on the Searcher
with your uncle?’

Karri and Saleena glanced at each other for a moment, then smiled.

“Y ou mean to live on the Searcher and go with uncle Hawk? Wewould really like that Admiral. But
we have something to do first. If it’s okay with you?’ Karri asked with pleading eyes.

“Y our uncle aready told me about burying Lolaand Marc on Serenity. Infact, if you and your uncle
would like to, why don’t you three stay down there for afew days. Y ou know, to say goodbyeto all
your friends,” the Admiral said smiling.

Saleenaand Karri walked over and embraced the Admiral.

“Thank you so much sir,” Saleenaand Karri said.

“Oh, there is one condition though. I’m ordering you to stop calling me sir. Y ou can call me Asimov
or Admiral,” Asimov said with agrin on hisface.

Thegirls started to laugh.

“I’ll order aburial detail right away. They will meet you by the house. There, you can tell them
where you want the graves dug,” he said.

“Thank you Admiral, for everything,” Hawk said.

Asimov smiled and waved his hand on hisway out the door.

Hawk, Saleena, and Karri looked over at Dr. Goodfellow.

“Thank you doctor for everything. We really appreciate you taking care of our mother and
delivering the babies,” Karri said as she walked over to Goodfellow and gave him akiss on the
cheek, followed by Saleena.

Goodfellow’ sface turned red.

“Thank you. I’'m just sorry | could not save your mother aswell,” Goodféellow replied.

Hawk walked over to Karri and Saleena

“It’' stimeto go. We have to meet Buck, Wilma, and the rest of the burial team at the house. Have
you girls decided where you want to bury Marc and Lola?’



Karri nodded.

“Yesuncle. Wewould like to have them buried on the mountain. Next to the male wolf and the
mother bear,” Karri said.

“Very good choice. All right, the mountainitis,” Hawk replied.

Hawk, Karri, and Saleenawent back to Serenity. The buria team was al ready there, including Buck
and Wilma.

“1’m so sorry to hear about your mother, girls,” Buck said.
“Asam|,” Wilmareplied a so.
“Thank you so much for everything that you’ ve done to help us and our parents,” Karri said.

“All you haveto dois point out the areain which you would like Marc and Lola buried. We'll do
therest,” McGregor said.

Karri and Saleena smiled.

“Wethink it would be better if we went up first. We have some friends up there that might not like
you digging up the ground in which their leader isburied,” Karri suggested.

“1 think you girls are right. We don’t want the burial party to get attacked,” Hawk agreed.
“Asyouwish,” McGregor said with a confused ook on hisface.

“Uncle, can we go up there now? So we can explain to them what will be going on,” Karri asked.
“Yes, I'll takeyou girlsup therefirst,” Hawk said.

“Then | would like you to come to town with mefirst. So you can say goodbye to some people.”
“All right uncle.”

Hawk, Karri, and Saleena climbed into the shuttle and headed for the mountain. They landed in the
same spot as they had always landed. Soon they were met by the wolves. Karri explained to them
that there was going to be some strange people coming up to bury Marc and Lola. For them to leave
them aone, and notto harm any of them. That they were friends. The female wolf understood and
barked afew timesto acknowledge Karri’ srequest. Karri embraced the femalewolf. “1 haveto leave
for ashort time, but I'll be back,” Karri told her. Karri climbed back into the shuttle and they headed
for town next. They landed on the out side of town and walked in. As soon asthey got into the
heart of town, the townspeopl e gathered around them. Many brought gifts for the twins, some
brought their condolences for the girls.

“Welcome back,” afamiliar voice said.

Out from the back of the crowd walked Marie. Karri and Saleenaran to her and embraced her.

“1 am so glad you girls are safe. Buck and Wilmatold us what happened on the mountain,” Marie
said.



“Thank you. We wanted to come down and ask everyone if they would care to cometo Marc's and
Lola sfuneral up on the mountain. We know it’salong way. But, we think they would have loved it
up there. You will come, won't you?” Karri asked.

The townspeopl e stood there and nodded their heads in approval.

“We're here to take anyone that would like to come, up there.” Just then three more shuttles
arrived. A man stepped out. “ These shuttles are for transporting your friends up the mountain. By
the Admira’sorders,” Lt. Conradt explained.

“We'renot really dressed for afuneral,” Marie said looking at the blood stained dress she was
wearing.

Karri and Saleenalooked around.
“It doesn’t matter what you' re wearing, just aslong asyou come,” they said together.

At first thetown speople was alittle hesitant about going to afuneral with dirty or stained cloths
on. They wanted to show their respects better than that.

“Could you please give us thirty minutes, to get cleaned up alittle?” Marie asked.

Karri and Saleenasmiled. “ Of course.” Marie smiled and started to run towards her house.
McGregor caught up with her. “Marie, why don’t you let me take you? By the time you get to your
house and back it would be more than thirty minutes,” McGregor said. Marie smiled. “Oh thank
you, | would really appreciateit.” McGregor and Marie climbed into one of the shuttles and lifted
off, heading in the direction of Marie's home.

Hawk, Buck, and Wilmajust stood there watching everyone running to their homes.

“That was very nice of the Admird,” Karri said.

“Speaking of the Admiral. I'll be back as soon as | can,” Hawk said.



Chapter 22
Hawk leftinahurry.
“Whereisunclegoing?’ Saleenaasked.
“I really don’t know Saleena,” Buck replied with a concerned expression on hisface.

About thirty minutes later some of the townspeople emerged from their homes. They were dressed
in suits and nice dresses. Karri and Saleena smiled. Buck and Wilmalooked at the girls.

“Lookslike your parents were well loved, for people to get dressed up that nice,” Buck said.
Karri and Saleena were |ooking up towards the sky. “Whereisuncle?’ Saleena asked.

“Y ou know your uncle. He wouldn’'t miss anything like this. HE' Il probably go right to the
mountain,” Buck said.

“Well, are you young ladies ready?’ Buck asked.
“Yesuncle Buck.”

The Searcher personnel started to load the townspeople into the shuttles. After everyone was on
board, the doors closed and the shuttles lifted off one by one. Each headed f or the mountain. A few
moments later they al arrived. The townspeopl e exited the shuttles and gathered around the two
graves.

“Look, wolves,” Marie said.

“Don’t worry. They will not harm you, they are friends of mine, Saleend sand uncle Hawk’s,” Karri
said with acalm voice. Shelooked up in the sky one moretime. “Whereishe?” she asked herself.

Just asthe funeral was about ready to begin, Karri heard something that sounded like Hawk’ s ship.
Shelooked up in the sky again and saw the WarHawk comingacross the field. She smiled. The
WarHawk landed alittle way off asto not to disturb the townspeople. Karri ran over to it. The hatch
opened and out climbed Hawk, and behind him was the Admiral. Karri started to cry.

“1’m so happy you found the time to come to the funeral Admiral,” Karri said in tears.

“1 had to be here, for yours and Saleena’ s sake. Besideslike | said before, you' re family,” Asimov
said embracing Karri.

They walked over to the site together. The services began. After about an hour the serviceswere
over. The townspeople loaded back into the shuttles and headed back for town. The Admiral
boarded a shuttle with Karri, Saleena, Buck, and Wilmaasit headed back to town. Hawk flew the
WarHawk back to town.

A few moments later they landed on the outside of town.
“Hawk, why don't you and the girls stay for afew days? So Karri and Saleena could make
arrangements and visit before they leave. We don’t really need to be heading anywhere right now.

It will do you and them some good,” the Admi ral said.

“Thank you Admiral, but what about Falcon and Kala? Who will take care of them?’ Karri asked.



“1’ve aready found someone to take care of them for you for afew days. So don’t you worry about
it, okay?" Asimov said.

Karri and Saleena smiled.

“Uncle, could we go up to the mountain for the last time?’ Karri asked with pleading eyes asthe
shuttle landed in town.

“For some reason, | knew you were going to ask me that,” Hawk said smiling. “ Of course we can.”
Karri and Saleena gave Hawk and the Admiral ahug.
“Thank you so much, Admiral, for coming. It meant everything to us,” Karri said.

“1 wouldn’t have missed it for the world. Y ou girls are so welcome. Now | must return to the
Searcher. | will seeyouinafew days,” Asimov replied.

Heclimbed back into the shuttle and it lifted off, heading back up to the Searcher.

They spent that day visiting with their friends. That evening they headed for the mountain. They
spent time playing with the wolf cubs and talking about Lolaand Marc. After afew daysthey knew
it wastimeto leave. They packed up their belongings and headed for the WarHawk.

“Before we leave uncle. May we stop in town one more time. To say goodbye?’ Karri asked.
“Of course. But, we can't stay very long,” Hawk said.
“Thank you uncle.”

They headed for town one last time. Thistime Hawk landed the WarHawk right in the middle of
town. The townspeople came over. They knew that this was going to be the last time they saw
Karri, and Saleena. Karri and Saleenaembraced alot of the townspeople. The last one to embrace
them was Marie.

“I"m truly going to missyou girls. | want you to take care of each other, and that cute little brother
and sister of yours.” Marieturned to Hawk. “Hawk, thanks to you and the crew of the Searcher, we
can honestly call this planet Serenity now. Please, take care of yourself and take care of these great
girls,” Marie said crying.

Hawk embraced Marie.

“If it weren't for you Marie, | would not have been ableto find Karri. | oweyou alot. If you should
ever need anything, anything at all, you know how to get ahold of us,” Hawk said.

“Now my dear friends, it’stime for you to go. The Searcher will not wait forever,” Marie said with a
smile.

Karri, Saleena, and Hawk got to the hatch of the WarHawk , they turned and waved to everyone.
“Goodbye dear friends,” Karri and Saleenayelled together. They climbed into the WarHawk, the
hatch closed, and they lifted off. Asthey left town, they flew over the mountain, the same spot
where Finney lost hislife. They looked down, and smiled.



Down below, at the bottom of the cliff, was a pile of rocks and tree branches. Under that was
Finney, still alive. Every bonein his body broken. Not being able to move his head, all he could do
was move his eyesto look around. But all he could see was darkness. Hefinally got what he
deserved, he was buried alive.

THE END
Watch for my the next story entitled;

“HOMFE’



